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INTRODUCTION

Visual arts play a vital role in shaping awareness and understanding of pressing global issues.
Artists and creatives are tasked with the powerful challenge of capturing and translating the
beauty and complexity of these subjects - making them accessible and engaging for all.

One such pressing issue is ‘Sustainability’, a concept that has gained significant traction worldwide.
As international institutions, organisations and decision-makers increasingly prioritise this topic,
there is an increasing demand for cultural and artistic expressions to help clarify the general
understanding of the idea and the pathways to implementation.

This photography book will take you on a journey offering both pleasure and insight; blending the
present with a hopeful vision of the future. Through stunning imagery and thought-provoking
narratives, we aim to inspire a deeper sense of responsibility toward our planet, ensuring that the
call for sustainability remains vivid and urgent in our minds.
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ABOUT HIPA

Since its launch in March 2011 by His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defence of the
UAE, and Chairman of The Executive Council of Dubai, with the blessings and attendance of His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the
United Arab Emirates and Ruler of Dubai, the Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
International Photography Award (HIPA) has taken steady steps in its development and growth
as inspired by its founder. We put emphasis on the building and development of our community
through honing human skills and nourishing ambitions that know no limits in order to excel in the
field of photography. In an era where a photograph has become the most credible witness to the
truth and the most effective means to deliver a message of a thousand words.

Today, as HIPA completes its thirteenth year, it marks a level of achievement not foreseen by
the most optimistic of observers. But this success was inspired and guided by the vision of His
Highness, the Crown Prince of Dubai, who continuously follows up on the Award’s progress,
using his keen artistic prowess and leadership skills to optimise the growth of the Award - in
conjunction with the fast development of Dubai, in particular, and the UAE, in general.

HIPA has swiftly established a strong presence amongst global institutions, working to build
the artistic and cultural aspects within communities; while spreading the culture of photography
and its power to evoke happiness, wellbeing and excellence in the world. This is much needed
in a world where photographs are increasingly becoming a main currency, and one of the most
effective means that connects the world’s different people and cultures. Photography has the
ability to communicate complex thoughts and qualities without uttering a word.

The development of mankind is one of the top priorities of wise leadership. This concept was
crystallised in His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum’s words: “The individual
is the main element of strength; it is natural that we give the individual our utmost care above
everything else.” This statement gave birth to all of HIPA’s strategic goals, whose interest were
not only confined to its UAE nationals, although they are the main target. As the Award seeks to
keep pace with the global stature attained by the UAE, in general, and the Emirate of Dubai, in
particular, in all social, cultural, scientific, economic and sport fields.

For 13 years, HIPA's Board of Trustees and its dedicated team have work tirelessly in the pursuit of
excellence, often exceeding their scheduled targets. They strive to meet the growing expectations
of a passionate audience eager to explore new horizons in photography. This journey has fostered
a deep appreciation for exceptional achievements that represent the unified values we have
upheld over the past years.
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FOREWORD BY

THE
PATRON
OF HIPA

Dear Innovators,

Altruism is one of the noblest cultural legacies that has been planted in our behavior since
childhood, refined within educational frameworks rich in moral virtues. The development
of modern life has given some values new dimensions, preserving the essence of ideas while
empowering them to foster goodness and share its abundant benefits with all.

‘Expo 2020 Dubai’ served as a global declaration of our unwavering commitment to the highest
standards of responsibility toward the future of our planet. This commitment encapsulates the
essence of ‘Sustainability’ which we consider as an obligation to future generations, mandated by
our faith, morals and proud cultural heritage, alongside our forward-thinking approach.

In its thirteenth edition, we have chosen to harness the influence of photography to enhance
public awareness and improve the understanding of present practises that directly impact our
future. This endeavour is aimed to channel effective energies and inspiring innovations towards
sustainable daily behaviours, elevating them to a moral benchmark that others can aspire to.

We thank the HIPA Team and its Board of Trustees for their professionalism and dedication to
creative excellence - a standard we consistently uphold for them.

Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
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PREFACE BY HIS EXCELLENCY,

CHAIRMAN OF
THE HIPA BOARD
OF TRUSTEES

Guided by the visionary leadership of His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai, Deputy Prime Minister, and Minister of Defence, and the
esteemed patron this award, we have embarked on a new chapter of direct positive impact on
the communities of creative photographers worldwide. This transformation is evident in our
commitment to enhancing artistic appreciation, structuring photographic opportunities and
effectively targeting diverse categories.

Our aspirations evolve each day as we consider the latest developments in the global
photography industry and adapt to the changing needs of our times. We remain firmly
committed on prioritising international issues, embodying the essence of Emirati leadership.
As members of the HIPA Board of Trustees, we diligently assess the global interest in shared
challenges, presenting them within the arts to broaden awareness to its fullest extent.

In this edition, we are pleased to share this publication, featuring the winning works and
notable submissions in the ‘Sustainability’ season. We view this collection as a vital intellectual
resource for future generations, reflecting the civilizational rights we owe to them.

Abdulrahman bin Mohammed Al-Owais
Chairman of the HIPA Board of Trustees
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THE AWARDS

GRAND PRIZE $ 200,000 \
SUSTAINABILITY
PLACE ‘ PRIZE MONEY
1st $ 40,000
2nd $ 30,000
3rd $ 20,000
PORTFOLIO (STORY-TELLING)
PLACE ‘ PRIZE MONEY
1st $ 50,000
2nd $ 40,000
3rd $30,000
SHORT VIDEOS (FOR SOCIAL MEDIA)
PLACE ‘ PRIZE MONEY
1st $ 40,000
2nd $30,000
3rd $ 20,000
SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY
PLACE ‘ PRIZE MONEY
1st $ 40,000
2nd $30,000
3rd $ 20,000
GENERAL
PLACE (Black & White) PRIZE MONEY
1st $ 40,000
2nd $ 30,000
3rd $ 20,000
PLACE (Colour) ‘ PRIZE MONEY
1st $ 40,000
2nd $ 30,000
3rd $ 20,000
SPECIAL AWARDS
SPECIAL AWARDS PRIZE MONEY
PHOTOGRAPHY APPRECIATION AWARD* $ 100,000
PHOTOGRAPHY CONTENT CREATOR AWARD* $ 50,000
HIPA PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR AWARD** $ 80,000

GRAND TOTAL

+ All winners of the special awards except "HIPA Photographer Of The Year" are to be exclusively selected and invited by HIPA.
*% The winner of the ‘HIPA Photographer of the Year” Award will be selected through direct personal nominations or by relevant institutions and agencies.

w%* The value of all prizes is in U.S. Dollars.

$ 1,000,000 ***
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GRAND PRIZE WINNER

Liping Cao | China
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Quiet Power
Amidst the vast Australian landscape, a serene black-and-white scene unfolds where nature meets technology. Towering
wind turbines rise prominently against the horizon, their blades slowly turning in the breeze, embodying the quiet power
of renewable energy. Behind them, a dramatic sky features billowing clouds that shift and change, creating a dynamic
backdrop. The dry riverbed below the turbines adds depth while serving as a reminder of the importance of sustainable

practises in a world facing environmental challenges.
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Sustainability is society’s ability to exist and develop without
depleting all of the natural resources needed to live in the
future

Photography is a powerful medium for raising awareness of
such important issues and making a big impact to supporting
sustainable developments.

How can one highlight the importance of this sustainable
relationship between the present and the future?
Photographers were afforded the chance to convey the
delicate balance required to sustain our world through the
creative lens of your camera.

Photography has the power to make a difference in the
world through visual narratives, lending an eye to the story
of sustainability.
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WINNERS

1st WINNER

Ruijuan Huang | China

2nd WINNER

Virginie Ellis | France

3rd WINNER

Ranganathan Mukkai | India
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1st WINNER

Ruijuan Huang | China
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Harnessing the Sun
An aerial view of Shixing County showcases an impressive expanse of solar panels strategically placed
across the lush hills of Guangdong Province. The vibrant green landscape contrasts with the sleek, blue
solar arrays, highlighting the integration of technology and nature. Winding paths flow through the
installation, illustrating the proactive approach to solar energy generation in the area. Bathed in warm
sunlight, this expansive array of panels generates clean energy while supporting the local community's
commitment to sustainable development exemplifying the region's efforts to harness abundant solar

resources for a greener future.
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2nd WINNER

Virginie Ellis | France

Towards a Bright Future

In the vast Sharjah desert, a caravan of camels, symbols of the UAE's nomadic heritage, traverse the
golden sands. Their path is illuminated by a radiant solar tower, representing the nation's commitment
to renewable energy and sustainability. The camels' dark silhouettes juxtapose against the tower's bright
glow reflecting a harmonious blend of tradition and innovation. As their journey progresses, a vision for a
greener future is encapsulated, emphasising the potential for harsh environments to embrace eco-friendly
solutions while celebrating an enduring heritage.
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3rd WINNER

Ranganathan Mukkai | India

Dreams of Ice

A polar bear rests peacefully on dark, rugged rocks in the Norwegian archipelago of Svalbard. The absence
of snow creates a stark contrast, amplifying the message about the impact of climate change on the region.
The bear's stillness can evoke mixed emotions — a sense of calm and resilience, yet also the unsettling
reality of its shrinking habitat. The black-and-white conversion draws attention to the bleak future polar
bears face, as rising temperatures threaten the icy landscapes they depend on. Despite these challenges,
the bear sleeps on, quietly determined to adapt and survive.
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MERIT MEDAL
RECIPIENT

Omran Al Ansari | United Arab Emirates

Solar Park

At the Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Solar Park in Dubai, rows upon rows of solar panels stretch
toward the horizon, soaking up the sun's rays; with a solitary figure walking along the path that separates
the gleaming panels. The vibrant blue of the solar panels contrasts sharply with the earthy tones of the
surrounding landscape. This ambitious project, a pivotal element of Dubai's Clean Energy Strategy 2050,
aims to significantly reduce carbon emissions and position Dubai as a global leader in renewable energy.
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Fields of Hope

In the soft glow of early morning light, a vast expanse of wheat fields stretches beneath a clear sky. A
man walks through the golden stalks, highlighting the importance of sustainability in agriculture while
representing a commitment to food security through sustainable practises that protect natural resources
and maintain environmental balance. By honouring the earth’s gifts, humanity engages in a timeless
relationship with nature, finding harmony between human needs and ecological preservation. Together,
through cooperation and dedication, a sustainable and prosperous future can be cultivated for generations
to come.

Mohammed Alteneiji | United Arab Emirates
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Muneb Nassar | Netherlands

Cycling for the Planet

The Netherlands is a leader in promoting a cycling culture, demonstrating a strong commitment to
sustainability and environmental conservation. Dutch people cycle an average of 2.6 kilometres daily,
integrating this activity into their everyday lives. If adopted globally, this model could reduce carbon
emissions by approximately 686 million tonnes annually, aiding in the fight against climate change. With
24 million bicycles for only 18 million residents, the Netherlands' capital city of Amsterdam is known
as the bicycle capital of the world. This commitment to active mobility not only enhances public health
but also decreases reliance on cars, and fosters a greener environment, thus inspiring global action for
sustainability.

oS Jol 0 ol

3 wolw¥l 3n o] deesdl paile> § blidl Lin ponorsd wlaball plsniwl sioslsS 2.6 d3lun Loy Hs23isqll ghd,
Lot b osale 686 lsay 0s1SUl Ollagl Julis J) Uy ] 338 sllall (Sotume e opmilly Joall 4225 13] sl
Oe 3=l ddlon dxlys Heale 24 Loy 320y Cas @l 3 dlsall Blaball dewle lgil alssiumel &3dsell dowlll Coysd
slazedl oo Lyl Jay s ccnnd bl dvall 5323 3 baidll Jaially aliadl Ling ads dows oelo 18 omsac &l oSl
Aolaiwl 1381 &y 33230 whluadl Lle

Strawberries Above Ground

In La Trinidad, Benguet, known as the strawberry capital of the Philippines, innovative farming practises
have transformed traditional methods. Inside a greenhouse, rows of strawberries and other crops flourish
inside pipes elevated above the ground, protecting them from floods caused by climate change and urban
development. This vertical farming technique not only maximises land use but also enhances crop quality
and yield. As a result, local farmers attract more buyers and tourists, helping bolster the local economy as
well as ensuring a reliable food source for the future.

Heigen Villacarlos | Philippines
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Burden of Waste

In Lagos, the impact of flooding due to poor waste disposal, particularly plastic waste, looms large for
Nigeria's most populous city. A man balances a heavy sack of collected plastic bottles above his head,
his muscular form highlighted against the muted background. Wearing minimal clothing and a face
covering, he embodies the struggle against environmental degradation. The transparent bag, brimming
with discarded plastic, is a symbol of the overwhelming burden of pollution and the uncomfortable reality
of plastic consumption.

Abimbola Adedolapo Boluwatife | Nigeria
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Leading by Example

On the riverbank and under the warm glow of the sun, an elder diligently picks up trash and rubbish,
embodying a sense of responsibility and care for the environment. Nearby, a casually dressed young child
mirrors the elder's actions, a sense of responsibility and care passed down to the younger generations.
Surrounded by smooth stones and the shimmering water, the pair serve as a powerful reminder of
the shared responsibility to protect nature and the importance of collective efforts in preserving the
environment.

Jomarie Romagquin | Philippines

505/l 5308
din 3illys by Glislly dlobanall Gl Tadind daladll radl HUS 351 by 1l Guald] g Conis sgill 4 le
Sl JEad Gl Jla¥l J) Jasl il Gleylls ddosaall jomis e Iivd gonsll Jaill lisal Sl sio Jib
uelazl 35g2Jl dpanly Azl Glan) dSsiiuall ddodunally SY1 @l 1835 dSliall olpally cluall B5laally lblao Lans

Al Gle blasl 3

35



36

Joel Forte | Philippines

Marine Coexistence

In the crystal-clear waters off the coast of Cebu, Philippines, three majestic whale sharks glide gracefully
alongside a local fisherman in a small boat. These gentle giants, known for their spotted bodies, are being
guided toward curious tourists, drawn by the promise of tiny shrimp, their natural food. This sustainable
tourism initiative allows visitors to observe sharks in their natural habitat without confinement or
coercion. A recent shift in local practises has transformed the relationship between fishermen and these
remarkable creatures, fostering coexistence and respect while preserving the delicate balance of marine
life in this enchanting region.
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Turquoise Tranquility

In the pristine waters near Matukat Island of Camarines Sur, Philippines, fishermen from small villages
engage in the labour-intensive practise of oyster farming. The vibrant turquoise waters, illuminated by the
midday sun, reflect the area's natural beauty, untouched by tourism or pollution. A man is seen diligently
cleaning the water surrounding the farm, ensuring a healthy environment for the oysters that take three
to four years to mature. Fishermen navigate their colourful motorless boats, known as Bangui, relying
solely on human power.

Vladimir Karamazov | Bulgaria
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Hussain Saaed Al Hashem | Saudi Arabia

Sowing for Tomorrow

In a testament to vegetable sustainability, an elderly farmer gently holds a young plant, preparing to
nurture it into a thriving part of the ecosystem. By utilising organic fertilisers and selecting local plant
varieties, the farmer enhances soil fertility while promoting biodiversity. Crop diversification ensures the
health of the land and its productivity. Through responsible farming techniques and resource recycling,
the farmer not only supports his livelihood but also contributes to a sustainable future for generations

to come.
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Crafting Heritage

In the heart of the Arabian Gulf, a skilled female artisan works meticulously with palm fronds, a tradition
deeply rooted in the region's cultural heritage. These palm fibres are typically used to produce a variety
of traditional products, such as carpets, baskets, furniture and bags, and are distinguished by their quality
and durability, which makes them a focus of great interest locally and regionally. In recent years, the palm
frond industry has experienced advancement and growth, representing a remarkable blend of tradition,
craftsmanship, and economic viability in the Gulf region.

Nasser Al Nasser | Saudi Arabia
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Md Tanveer Hassan Rohan | Bangladesh

Recycling Waste

In a plastic recycling factory in Tangail, Bangladesh, a female worker diligently carries a bamboo basket
filled with cleaned plastic waste, having removed their labels in preparation for further processing.
Recycling plastic reduces the need for new materials, saving 75% more energy and minimising carbon
emissions in the process. Bangladesh is home to thousands of recycling companies which employ many
thousands of workers, who often face challenging conditions, including exposure to hot temperatures and
toxic fumes. However, some facilities are beginning to adopt modern machinery to improve these arduous
work conditions.
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Waste Warrior

Amidst a chaotic landscape of discarded plastic bottles, a young girl sits resolutely, embodying the struggle
against the pervasive issue of plastic pollution. Surrounded by vibrant hues of green and yellow from the
collected bottles, she is focused on her task of carefully sorting through the waste. The sheer volume of
plastic serves as a stark reminder of the environmental crisis, with land and waterways choked by waste
and debris. Despite the dire need for urgent collective action and responsibility in managing waste, even
the smallest efforts in recycling can significantly contribute towards restoring balance in our ecosystems.

Wei Zeng | China
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Pablo Albarenga Zamora | Uruguay

Silent Decay

In the heart of the Amazon, a solitary Para nut tree, rots away amongst a sprawling sea of vibrant soybean
crops. This once-majestic tree, among the tallest in the rainforest, now exhibits signs of decay as it rots
alone in a monoculture landscape. Protected by Brazilian law from being cut down, it remains isolated after
the surrounding forest was cleared for agriculture. Since it is deprived of the ecosystem’s mutual support,
the tree faces threats from disease, pests, and environmental stress.
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Mohammed Al Balushi | Sultanate of Oman

A Tree Between Two Worlds owalle o bins
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Guanlai Ouyang | China

New Energy

In the warm hues of a setting sun, a striking array of solar panels spreads across the landscape of China's
Qinghai Province showcasing the rising importance of solar energy in the global transition towards
sustainability. This intricate design showcases the remarkable growth of the photovoltaic (PV) industry,
driven by the urgent pursuit of carbon neutrality. As one of the largest photovoltaic markets, China plays
a pivotal role in advancing solar technology, contributing significantly to national sustainability goals and
the global effort to reduce carbon emissions.
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Beachside Contrast

Under the blazing summer sun, a sprawling petrochemical plant towers over a picturesque beach, where
families gather for a day of leisure. Colourful tents dot the shoreline, and the sound of laughter and
splashing blends with the gentle lapping of the clear sea. The sand may not be pristine, but the joy shared
among friends and loved ones fills the air with warmth. Amidst this idyllic scene, the stark contrast between
industrial progress and natural beauty raises questions about the balancing of economic development
with environmental preservation, highlighting the need for sustainable coexistence.

Liangong Sun | China

ekt s w8 bla o8 SLLYI obie SlslasSarty fias Sedull san dlall Ciuall pued dnsl cos
eloall § eloll 313, nlhnyy OlSonall clal 33,5 Lot sblil Lle Baloll sl 2855 byl o pgy cliaa) eabilal
elg=31 a5 oy lbaod Sty Il dongdl oS s Jloxll (955 3 35 usliall sl olsa) Caslalll ol o i3 J5lsiyg
Ladll o 03lstll Jo> ¥5lus Lmedall Jlasly Geliall p3atll o a8l ity (ol sgtiall in quds (§ ccdall

alsienall Giglesll ] @bl Gle codll bl lae diadl Gle Blasllg &yslaissl

45



Danilo Jr. Victoriano | Philippines

Liter of Light

Inside a humble workshop illuminated by a hanging light, two women engage in a lively discussion while
a young child plays nearby. They carefully manipulate discarded plastic bottles, part of the Liter of Light
initiative by the My Shelter Foundation in the Philippines, which transforms these materials into solar
lights. The workshop's warm atmosphere contrasts with the challenges of energy poverty faced by many.
This project not only provides essential lighting for homes but also empowers families with the skills to
create their own sustainable solutions. Through collaboration, families can forge their bright futures, by
reducing reliance on harmful kerosene lamps and by allocating more resources towards essentials such as

food and education.
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Bamboo Water Wheel

The sustainability of natural resources is crucial for all life. In a peaceful rural landscape, a woman collects
water from a bamboo water wheel, which harnesses the flow of nature. Sitting on a wooden platform,
she watches as the wheel turns, directing water through bamboo pipes into baskets below. This low-tech
device symbolises the balance between humans and the environment, requiring no external power. As the
sun sets, the baskets fill with water, ready to nourish the fields and support the community, showcasing
the resilience and adaptability of people in the face of modern challenges.

Myat Zaw Hein | Myanmar
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Ismail Abdul Mutalib | Indonesia

Solar Solutions

In Indonesia, a vibrant community thrives on Messah Island, set against the backdrop of a stunning
seascape. Solar power plants stand proudly atop a rocky outcrop, showcasing a commitment to renewable
energy in this remote region of Labuan Bajo, West Manggarai, East Nusa Tenggara. The introduction of
solar electricity has transformed daily life for the islanders, enhancing productivity and supporting local
businesses, from carpentry to fish storage with chillers. As the sun sets, casting a warm glow over the
homes, the solar panels reflect a promising future, illuminating the path toward sustainable development
and improved livelihoods in this isolated paradise.
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Harnessing the Sun

China possesses a remarkable wealth of solar energy resources, with a theoretical reserve equivalent to
17 trillion tons of standard coal annually. Its vast geographical expanse, stretching over 5,000 kilometres
in both north-south and east-west directions, provides an ideal environment for solar energy distribution.
Most regions enjoy an average daily radiation exceeding four kilowatt-hours per square metre, with the
Tibetan region reaching an impressive seven kilowatt-hours. This advantageous climate, coupled with over
2,000 annual sunshine hours, sets a solid foundation for the solar energy industry. The solar power plant
in Songxi County, Fujian Province, exemplifies this potential, showcasing China's vital role in advancing
renewable energy.

Wenhua Jiang | China
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Anthony Austria | Philippines

Sustainable Dreams

Amidst the iconic windmills of llocos Norte in the north of the Philippines, a young boy kneels in the
soft sand, engrossed in play. His bare feet sink into the warm earth as he uses a stick to draw patterns,
reflecting the innocence of childhood. Behind him, towering turbines spin gracefully, symbolising the
region's commitment to renewable energy. Through their actions and aspirations, younger generations
can envision a future where sustainable practises thrive while embracing a sense of hope and responsibility
towards a greener world.
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Dead Forest

In the haunting expanse known as the Dead Forest, a woman stands amid the skeletal remains of trees,
a testament to the devastating 1996 Biak Island Earthquake. Striking with a magnitude of 8.2, this
catastrophic event on February 17 left a profound mark on Eastern Indonesia, triggering a tsunami that
reached heights of seven metres and resulted in 166 fatalities, 423 injuries, and over 5,000 displaced
individuals. Today, the eerie landscape, once filled with life, is a refuge for birds, while the local community
utilises the dry trees for firewood, blending resilience with the scars of history.

Thaib Chaidar | Indonesia
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Handi Laksono | Indonesia

Harvesting Salt

Beneath the soft glow of dawn, a group of salt harvesters diligently work on shimmering salt flats, their
silhouettes captured against a tranquil sky. Wearing traditional conical hats, they skillfully gather piles
of white salt, a practise steeped in history that once fuelled trade and civilisation. The reflection of their
labour glistens on the water's surface. As these workers revive traditional salt harvesting techniques, they
contribute to sustainable practises that honour the environment while meeting the growing demand for
this vital resource.
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Reef Revival

In the azure waters of Bone Bay, South Sulawesi, fishermen diligently transplant coral reefs using square
iron racks. Equipped with snorkeling gear, they demonstrate their commitment to marine conservation
on this dry July day. Their efforts are crucial, as coral reefs face significant threats from illegal fishing
practises. Recognising the ecological importance of these reefs as habitats for diverse marine life,
Indonesian authorities have taken action to protect and regenerate these vital ecosystems, fostering a
healthier environment in the region.

Idris Prasetiawan | Indonesia
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Zhang Bin | China

Wrangler in the Snow

In the harsh climate of Inner Mongolia, where resilience meets innovation, local residents have planted
vast forests to combat environmental challenges and reduce the occurrence of meteorological disasters.
The frosted trees, blanketed in snow, create a stunning visual of nature’s beauty intertwined with human
effort. Not too far away, a herder guides his horses through the meticulously cultivated forest adding to
the beauty of the image.
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Amidst the Snow

A moment frozen in time on a snow-covered landscape, showcasing the artistry of fishing during the
winter months. The pristine white snow blankets the ground, each flake a delicate pixel in a serene,
monochromatic scene. Bathed in the warm glow of the oblique sunlight, the snow glistens, creating a
striking contrast with the icy surroundings. Fishermen, clad in bright attire, are meticulously working
with their nets, bringing life to the tranquil environment. The exceptional interplay breathes vitality into
the image, transforming the snow-laden slope into an artistic tapestry rich with emotion and human
connection.

Mingzai Su | China
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Mohammad Ataei Mohammadi | Iran

Artemia Swallowed
Iran faces a severe water crisis, worsened by its hot climate, low rainfall, and lack of effective drought

forecasting. This crisis impacts agriculture, access to clean water, and leads to desertification, micro-dust
pollution, rural migration and reduced agricultural output. Lake Urmia, the largest saltwater lake in the
Middle East, has suffered extreme depletion due to over-extraction and mismanagement. The Artemia, a
pleasure boat stranded in 2012, now lies encased in salt marshes - a stark symbol of Lake Urmia's dire

state and the growing water crisis.
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Aerial Ballet

The emerald-green surface of the lake exudes a sense of tranquillity, interrupted only by the elegant flight
of flamingos descending from the sky. Their graceful movements disturb the stillness, creating delicate
ripples that dance across the water. Each wingbeat leaves intricate traces, resembling brushstrokes on a
canvas, while the birds perform an aerial ballet above. As they touch the surface with one wing, they glide
effortlessly with the other, forming stunning butterfly patterns that seem to celebrate nature's artistry,

crafting a living masterpiece of beauty and grace.

Murat Bakmaz | Tiirkiye
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Songming Peng | China

Cornfield Conversations

In a sun-kissed farmhouse yard, autumn unveils its harvest with a warm embrace. Golden corn cobs dangle
from the walls of aged white buildings, their leaves radiating the fruits of summer’s labour. The air is filled
with warmth as laughter and conversation blend with the soft sounds of chickens and dogs. Here, families
gather to shuck and braid corn, basking in the light filtering through the clouds, illuminating their hard-
earned bounty of summer.
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Golden Harvest

In a vibrant sea of golden corn kernels, a farmer stands proudly, cradling a basket filled with his harvest.
The warmth of the sun illuminates the scene, highlighting the rich hues of orange and yellow that
dominate the ground. The agricultural heart of Bangladesh, where approximately 80% of the population
is engaged in farming is home to these diligent farmers, who are often overlooked but form the backbone
of the country's economy. Their tireless dedication not only feeds the nation but also fuels its growth,
symbolising resilience, hard work, and an unwavering connection to the land.
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Nayon Das | Bangladesh
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Isa Ebrahim | Bahrain

A Means of Living

Nearly 100,000 waste collectors operate in Dhaka, Bangladesh, many of them are homeless children
known as 'Tukai'. They collect plastic bottles and sell them to local factories to be recycled into new plastic
products for export. Dhaka hosts around 200 recycling facilities where people, including children, work
in harsh conditions for 12-hour shifts, earning an average of 75 cents per day. These factories provide
essential employment opportunities for residents of the city's impoverished slums, helping sustain the
livelihoods of those facing economic hardships in the bustling capital.
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Roots of Survival

On a remote island untouched by modern civilisation, a resilient indigenous mother tends to her family's
needs. A crying infant is securely strapped to her back with a faded cloth while she harvests root crops
from the fertile earth. Nearby, her older son, filled with a youthful energy, guides a water buffalo through
the rugged terrain, assisting in the essential task of preparing the soil for future planting. Each movement
captures the family's deep connection to the land, as well as the sustainable way of life that not only
honours their ancestors but maintains harmony with nature.

Claro, Jr. Rayos del Sol | Philippines
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Ravikanth Kurma | India
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Renewable Dawn
Bathed in the soft glow of sunrise, a floating solar power plant graces the tranquil waters of Meghadri

Gedda Reservoir in Andhra Pradesh, India. The solar panels, meticulously arranged in geometric rows,
contrast beautifully with the mist-covered mountains in the background. A solitary boat in the foreground
highlights the scale of this innovative installation, which utilises the water's surface efficiently, preserving
valuable land for agriculture and habitation. The serene ambiance, enhanced by the warm light of dawn
showcases the promise of renewable energy in fostering a sustainable future while coexisting with the

environment.
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Harmony with Nature
Bathed in the soft golden light of sunrise, a serene wind farm emerges from the mist, standing atop rolling

green hills. The tall wind turbines rise against a backdrop of dramatic clouds, their blades gently turning
in the morning breeze with light and shadow creating an ethereal atmosphere. As the day begins, the
tranquil beauty of this environment underpins the importance of clean energy solutions in nurturing and

preserving the planet.

Amal Prasad | Sri Lanka

dasihal] 2o ploncid]
i3 Ao cluad S o8 Anolis a5 4851y ) desie Ll by (r0 505 3o ial) el Ll ol 0. 3
Sl bew Jllg cgall & CLHA.” (Odenatd Lj cahly lgihads 939 byuio :|9>i iy -:4;‘3 &Lals Lle dyghll Cb)“ Sl yed

Ly (uSeSl dyley (§ dagbill Blall Jol> dganl 3 dpeols] &lSe Lzl 03g) 53lgll Jlazdl Jing podll &ylsy zas Ll To>
.b))'go

63



Xingquan Zhou | China

Winds of Change

Wind power generation is an innovative technology that efficiently converts wind energy into electricity,
emerging as a key player in the renewable energy landscape with minimal environmental impact. In China,
wind power reduces reliance on fossil fuels, lowers greenhouse gas emissions and plays a vital role in
combating climate change. This burgeoning industry has fostered the growth of related supply chains,
including the manufacturing and maintenance of turbines, driving economic diversification and sustainable
development. This makes wind power essential for transitioning to a green economy and achieving long-
term environmental goals.
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Stars and Sustainability

In Babolna, Hungary, a majestic wind turbine rises beneath the sprawling Milky Way, creating a stunning
contrast of nature and technology. Weighing 271 tons, these turbines were strategically placed in an area
where the average wind speed is 1.7 m/s. With a EUR 27 million investment, they are set to generate
33 GWh of clean energy, powering 14,000 homes. The harmonious sight of the turbine alongside the
stars symbolises a vital connection between the past and the future and underscores the importance of
sustainability in our quest for renewable energy and a greener world.

Milan Radisics | Hungary
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Ahmad Alhamwan | Saudi Arabia

Harmonious Horizons

In the warm embrace of a setting sun, the silhouette of a person nurturing a young tree contrasts beautifully
against the backdrop of wind turbines, symbolising a commitment to sustainability. The gentle curves of
the landscape are animated by a playful deer bounding alongside, embodying the harmonious relationship
between nature and human effort. It also illustrates the importance of preserving natural resources while
promoting clean energy generation. The interplay of wind power and environmental stewardship is also a
testament to a future where wildlife and humanity coexist, fostering a safe and nurturing environment for
future generations through sustainable practises.

daclizo L6

s Low bl i3 oebigs sy 3a:kio § Brateo By S e JB ol @l Guatdl 4253 Bl bl 3
@Ble 2 Eadd asls U 380 zae Jl3¢ ESi> ze Bl Lrubll shisl) dadhlll Oluiniell (A dalaiwdly pldl J)
o Jelaall 5] daiill a8l sss 52555 g demarall Solgall e Blasll dsonl Sl zo soluidl 39025 dredall o daclite
doolall Jlz U dyisos dial Ay unss Low il Gyl lel ad Glnlets Jaitane Lle Uiyl sginy &2l diless bl a8l
Aol szaaall Slsylaall Pl oo

Sustainable Coexistence
In a serene desert landscape, a convoy of camels traverses the timeless golden dunes, showcasing their

enduring strength and adaptability in a world seemingly untouched by time. In striking contrast, the
modern skyline of Dubai rises in the background, crowned by the iconic Burj Khalifa, its gleaming facade
reflecting the sunlight. A delicate balance between the ageless beauty of the desert and the relentless
advance of urban development is struck, emphasising the importance of sustainable practises to preserve
both progress and heritage.
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Shyjith Onden Cheriyath | India
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Mark Linel Padecio | Philippines

Future in Focus

In the vibrant landscape of Cebu, Philippines, a young boy sits atop a weathered rooftop. Below him, an
expansive array of solar panels gleams under the bright sun, a sign of the shift towards cleaner energy
in the region. This sustainable initiative by a major corporation occupies several hectares and highlights
the importance of renewable resources in mitigating climate change and reducing communal carbon
footprints. Surrounding the boy, smaller solar panels dot the rooftops of nearby houses, demonstrating
the collective efforts of the community in embracing eco-friendly practises.
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Our Future

Against a backdrop of dark, swirling clouds, a young boy stands beside gleaming solar panels, holding a
sign that reads 'SOLAR ENERGY OUR FUTURE". The initiative by the West Bengal Electricity Board to
implement rooftop solar PV projects in schools exemplifies a strong commitment to renewable energy
in the Indian state. The project aims to educate and empower future generations while promoting
environmental stewardship. The young student, meanwhile, is an embodiment of hope, representing the
vital role of renewable energy in fostering a healthier planet for future generations.

Susovan Chakraborty | India

Ll BUI" lggle 970 2263 Yal> dod Lpenads loll il rpuo uuo iy Sa7L2A) LS (Al oo Byl e
Blalby bed Lelidl pmslsall mowl Gle dpwoddl &Blall Zloll 3aid Jlaidl o cbseS Gulzo 8)5le s Mildzes
& Ol o paisSals dematdl ol dpanl doslall Jl 3l cariss J) Loyl gosrdaall Bgys dyaigl d3oll (3 833nzell
595 30525 § B3atall Bl (sl 93y JodU T sl Il Jio] it gl 39 teelly &ylisll dponl 5555

Aol oW dous sl

69



-
>

"
§
¢
;
_{_
i
¢
f

Britta Jaschinski | Germany

Habirun Habirun | Indonesia
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plaieaall sdo il Science vs. Poaching
Amidst a backdrop of fur and other exotic materials, a forensic expert meticulously focuses on an elephant

Sustainable Generation
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tusk confiscated at Heathrow Airport in the United Kingdom. Dressed in protective gear and a face mask,

the forensic expert applies a specially formulated magnetic powder to lift fingerprints from the ivory,

Three young students, clad in bright red caps and school uniforms, explore a vibrant coastal ecosystem,
their curiosity piqued by the colourful marine life beneath the shallow waters. Bending down, they £ e spitiall sl g dlmsall Ooleidl BLESEMY Sltall ot imiy Al oliall s Dokl &yl 3Ll
somesiall JUab3l ey daglaill 8yalaall 0dg) Dol dals 3linid dmodll oluall go ddliall eldyill cloll iy ol
oene J DR el O oig) sl &y dreloalliee 5 RS a groundbreaking technique developed by INTERPOL over the past decade. This innovative approach
enables law enforcement to trace smugglers linked to the illegal ivory trade, which continues to threaten

examine the coral reefs and starfish scattered across the ocean floor. The clear blue-sky contrasts with
the shimmering water, creating a serene backdrop for this educational adventure. Engaged in their ~ ] ., " )
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surroundings, the children learn the importance of protecting marine ecosystems as well as the need =
for responsible behaviours to ensure the sustainability of coral reefs and the balance of life in the ocean.

elephant populations worldwide.
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Huizhen Liang | China

From Forests to Dumps

Once vibrant habitats for elephants, now many areas inhabited by people, have been stripped of their
forests and turned into dumping grounds. In the face of starvation, elephants are forced to scavenge
through heaps of rubbish in search of food, as encroachment has severely reduced their living space. This
loss has also led to a dramatic decline in the elephant population, raising urgent concerns about their
survival. In Sri Lanka, the situation for the Asian elephant is especially grave, highlighting an immediate
need for conservation to ensure their long-term survival.
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Pastoral Dawn

In rural India, a young girl, radiating joy and innocence, walks alongside an elderly shepherd and two other
children following suit. Their silhouettes stand against the warm hues of dawn, as a flock of sheep walks
closely beside them. The shepherd's weathered face tells a story of years spent in harmony with nature,
while the girl's playful spirit adds a touch of vibrancy to the beautiful summer morning. Dust dances in
the soft light, creating an enchanting atmosphere that captures the deep bond between the land and its
people, evoking a sense of nostalgia for simpler, pastoral times.

Xudong Zhou | China
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M Yousuf Tushar | Bangladesh

From Blue to Brown

The once crystal-clear waters of the Piyain River, flowing from India into Bangladesh, are experiencing
a slow decline. Once vibrant blue, the river now reflects an alarming transformation due to unchecked
stone extraction activities in the Jaflong area. An aerial view captures the stark contrast between the
remaining beauty of the river and the scars left by human intervention. The boats, stranded in shallow
waters resemble the struggle of an ecosystem under threat. As the river loses its natural charm, the
urgency for sustainable practises becomes increasingly critical to protect this vital waterway and the
surrounding environment.

i I Gl o
of s Loy Tamls Sa5 sttty Jl siall oo 5355 sliaySIIS dblio psy I3 ilS Ll «(Piyain) nless 565 olso
Bslbl> dabio 9 b)landl gl dbdiall seé da il o BLEU Tuto 3555 31 gl GuSzy Bl Ll 265 Cls
e Ll Goloill g sl Joal ldls Ll ssills saill Gisiall JBR n golall oulial dpoall Aailll sgls
Olalas 3551 J] ELall Ll 51555 ompdall o3 saill Ol3d6 zog 3308 ia ol § ROISS 585 cdlall olall K]

4 dagnall ddls (Sounl lall saall Lin &lax dolsive

Blossom of Energy

In South Korea's Hapcheon County, a stunning array of over 92,000 solar panels take on the shape of
delicate plum blossoms floating on a serene reservoir. This innovative floating solar plant stands as Korea's
largest, generating an impressive 41 megawatts of power—enough to supply electricity to all 24,000
homes in the surrounding area. Residents, who are especially keen on aesthetics, advocated for a floral
design, transforming a renewable energy project into a visually pleasing landscape.

Gilyoung Pyo | Korea
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If you enjoy the dynamic energy of sports action
than this is the category for you. Photographers had
to capture scenes that translate the emotional and
visual narrative of sporting events.

This was an exciting opportunity to blend sports
appreciation with artistic expression.
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1st WINNER

. Tobias Friedrich | Germany
ULl
S— 2nd WINNER

I Karim lliya | United States of America

3rd WINNER

Hendra Agus Setyawan | Indonesia
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1st WINNER

Tobias Friedrich | Germany
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Shades of Ice
In the freezing waters of East Greenland, freediver Anna von Boetticher navigates the depths
alongside a massive iceberg. Clad in just a 6mm freediving suit, she explores the -2°C waters
with remarkable composure. The snapshot was taken during a two-week expedition that
offered perfect weather for various underwater shots, despite temperatures dropping to
-27°C. Initially planned as a secondary focus, the freediving sessions quickly became the

main subject of the project.
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2nd WINNER

Karim lliya | United Statesof America

Surfing on Air

A lone surfer paddles through the swirling white waters off the coast of Hawaii, navigating the chaotic
forces beneath the surface. While the waves may appear calm from above, they hide a turbulent world
where plumes of air crash towards the reef like thunderclouds. Below, it feels like an avalanche of foam
and bubbles, with surges of energy coursing through the body as the surfer steers clear of sharp coral and
rocks below. Despite the danger, the journey through the stormy waters leads to the tranquil blue expanse
of the open ocean-a reward for those who persevere.
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3rd WINNER

Hendra Agus Setyawan | Indonesia

Speed and Precision

Indonesian riders, in matching red gear speed down the track in perfect formation at the Asian Track
Cycling Championships, held at the Jakarta International Velodrome, the blurred background capturing
their intense pace. The prestigious event featured 297 athletes from 16 Asian countries, competing for
points towards qualification for the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games respectively. Known
as one of Asia’s finest cycling arenas, the Velodrome was built for the 2018 Asian Games while the
championship is part of the International Cycling Union (UCI) calendar, which included 70 events—44
for general cyclists and 26 for para-athletes.
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Defying Gravity

A motorcyclist performs an awe-inspiring mid-air stunt with the Burj Khalifa towering in the background.

The rider, defying gravity with fearless precision, pushes the boundaries of human skill and courage. The
combination of dynamic action and architectural grandeur creates a striking visual image, capturing both
the thrill of the stunt and the magnificence of modern engineering while also celebrating the fusion of

human ambition with daring feats and remarkable achievements.

Ahmed Ginawi Nassar | Sudan
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Feel Free
The timeless elegance of the Eiffel Tower contrasts with the dynamic silhouette of an athlete in mid-air,

captured during a high diving competition by the Seine River. The soft sky and scattered clouds add a
serene backdrop to this moment of suspended motion, blending human grace with architectural grandeur.
This minimalism illustrates the beauty of spontaneous discovery and the joy of embracing simplicity

through photography.

Emrah Uygun | Tiirkiye
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Myat Zaw Hein | Myanmar

Aerial Duel

In the vibrant town of Pyin Oo Lwin, Myanmar, two players leap high into the air during a thrilling sepak
takraw match. Sepak takraw, a traditional Southeast Asian sport, involves players using their feet, head,
knees, and chest to strike a rattan ball over a net. One player executes a powerful kick while the other
attempts an acrobatic block, bot showcasing their incredible agility and athleticism. In Myanmar, Sepak
takraw is more than just a game; it is a cherished tradition that upholds the deep cultural identity of the
region.
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Rattan Dazzle

Sepak takraw, also known as kick volleyball, blends the skills of volleyball and football, with players only
allowed to use their feet, knees, chest, and head to touch the rattan ball. Played on a rectangular court,
each team consists of three players. The aim is to kick the ball over the net into the opponent's side
without letting it touch the ground. Teams have up to three touches before the ball must cross the net.
Exceptional control, balance, and precision are essential to execute the acrobatic moves often required.
Pictured, Tony Ontam (left) of the USA returns a strike to Japan's Hayashi Masanori during the ISTAF
Super Series in Singapore.

Suhaimi Bin Abdullah | Singapore
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Karim Sahib | Iraq

Comeback Crash

At the 2010 Abu Dhabi Grand Prix, Michael Schumacher's silver Mercedes suffered a high-impact
crash, abruptly ending his much-anticipated return to Formula 1. The seven-time world champion’s
comeback season was filled with hope and high expectations, but the sport's evolving dynamics proved
overwhelmingly challenging. Nico Rosberg’s standout performances throughout the year only intensified
the pressure on Schumacher, marking a shift in the Mercedes team at the time. The crash at Abu Dhabi
was a tough end to Schumacher’s season, epitomising the difficulties of returning to a rapidly advancing
sport amid fierce competition in Formula 1.
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Ahmad Iskandar Abdullah | Singapore

Need For Speed

The Singapore Grand Prix at Marina Bay Street Circuit, Formula 1's first night race, offers an exhilarating
experience against a stunning city backdrop. Since its debut in 2008, the 5km track, with its 23 challenging
corners and a bumpy surface, tests drivers both physically and mentally, with the humid conditions adding
to the challenge. Under the floodlights, racers reach speeds of up to 320 km/h, leaving no room for error.
Sebastian Vettel holds the record with five Singapore Grand Prix victories. Pictured is Red Bull driver
Daniel Ricciardo, representing a team that has achieved more podium finishes than any other in Singapore.
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Tiejun Wang | China

Spirit in Motion

Athletes from over ten Asian nations gathered in Xuzhou, China, for the inaugural Asian Triathlon, a
challenging event combining swimming, cycling, and running. The 1.5 km swim transitioned into a 20
km bike ride around Yunlong Lake, pushing competitors to their limits. Among them was a disabled
athlete who, despite missing his left arm, displayed remarkable determination in overcoming the physical
challenges he faced. Exhausted after the swim, and in desperate need of water, he struggled to drink while
cycling. In a heartwarming act of support, volunteers ran beside him, offering hydration, embodying the
true spirit of the race.
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Luis Henry Agudelo Cano | Colombia

Pressure and Pride

A water polo goalkeeper blocks a penalty with fierce determination, captured in a moment of raw intensity
as water splashes around him. For the photographer, this moment holds special significance - it is his son
making the save, securing victory for Belén in the Departmental Club Championship in Medellin, Colombia.
Balancing the roles of both parent and artist, the photographer captures not just the intense action but
also the emotional weight of the moment - the pride and tension of watching his child succeed in a critical
championship match.
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Emmanuel Fajutag | Philippines

Spiralling Towards Glory

The raw energy of an international flyboard competition in Dubai comes alive as a skilled athlete executes
a breathtaking spiral stunt mid-air. Suspended above the water, the flyboarder embodies a perfect blend
of precision and daring. The absence of colour intensifies the scene, drawing focus to the dynamic motion
and strength of the performers as they carve through the sky. Competitors from around the globe push
the limits of gravity, executing stunts that leave the crowd in awe. Each twist and flip showcases their
passion for the sport, as cheers erupt with every daring manoeuvre.
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Infinite Depths

A freediver bravely descends into the open ocean off the coast of East Africa, gliding past a sperm whale
suspended vertically in sleep amid beams of sunlight. At 40 metres below the surface, the ocean transforms
into a surreal world where gravity seems to vanish and light stretches into infinity. With only a mask, fins,
and a wetsuit, the freediver moves in perfect harmony with the serene underwater environment. The
silence and weightlessness create a meditative calm, while the whale's presence evokes awe, as if crossing

into a boundless, otherworldly realm.

Thien Nguyen Ngoc | Vietnam
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Mohammed Kadish | Saudi Arabia

Blue Power

Aleksandar Mitrovi¢ and Malcom erupt in celebration after a crucial goal for Al Hilal, their passion and
joy are palpable as teammates rush to join them. Football’s magic shines in these electrifying moments,
where a single goal unites players and fans in shared euphoria. For Al Hilal, the relentless pursuit of
victory is captured in the intensity of the celebration, where each goal represents more than just points - it
symbolises pride, loyalty, and the thrill of the game. In these moments, joy radiates from the pitch, echoing
far beyond the stadium, igniting a passion football fans know all too well.
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Clash of Titans

An overhead shot captures a pivotal moment during the intense USA vs Serbia match at the FIBA U19
Basketball World Cup in Dubai's Hamdan Sports Complex. Two players battle for position beneath the
hoop, embodying the fierce competition that define the game. This highly anticipated matchup showcased
the exceptional skills of both teams, with passionate fans filling the arena. The electric atmosphere
amplified the stakes as the tournament provided a global stage for rising basketball talent to shine.

Imadeddin Alaeddin | Syrian Arab Republic
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Antonyus Bunjamin | Indonesia

Skatepark Prodigy

A young skateboarder showcases remarkable agility and skill, executing jumps and tricks with precision at
Crooz Skatepark in South Jakarta, Indonesia. The popular skatepark, part of the vibrant Crooz Boxpark,
is a hub for skaters of all levels to hone their abilities. With skateboarding gaining prominence in major
events like the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and the 2018 Asian Games, this talented athlete represents the
sport’s growing global appeal. The energetic atmosphere and diverse obstacles make it an ideal space for
both practise and competition, fostering a strong sense of community among skaters.
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Muhamad Akbar | Indonesia

Racing for Glory

A young roller skater charges forward with fierce determination, chasing his opponents and striving to
be the fastest. This image captures the spirit of a champion in the making - one who understands that
success demands discipline, hard work, and support from coaches and family. Early development in sports
builds essential skills, physical fitness, and a passion for competition. Competitions like the Mahameru
Open Roller Skate in Lumajang, Indonesia, give young athletes the opportunity to showcase their talent
and measure their progress as they speed towards their dreams.
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Faisal Alwuhaymir | Saudi Arabia

A Historic Victory

In a historic 'Riyadh Season' event, Ukrainian boxer Oleksandr Usyk defeated British champion Tyson Fury
via split decision at Kingdom Arena in Riyadh. Usyk's victory in this highly anticipated heavyweight bout
solidified his status as the undisputed world champion, unifying the WBA, WBC, IBF, and WBO titles.
Despite Fury's early dominance, Usyk launched a strong counterattack in the later rounds, knocking Fury
down in the 10th before sealing his win in the fight's final moments. The thrilling showdown captivated a
global audience, marking Usyk’s triumph on one of boxing’s biggest stages.

oAb lasl

Jlbsdl dauas le Tito T8 il 3iaslsl Sl @Sslall Ba> "05lll musse” Olled s 3l Ga> 3
dgalonll oin § el slail elag .0aLl G Lyl dSlaall casle § g Sl (o @unitid shd A% (Sr0e8 Ol
83 e pésll Gleg WBOs IBFg WBCo WBA Gl e T35l (Jaitll ojoll G lad 2elle LJJQ.LS@LS.Q))JLJ dussyall
Jid drlell Ul § Loyl (5548 bl &l Li> 531 odgadl 3 o8 T3Lad g S sl o 3 &l 3 $rsed
Bhleadl (oo 835 OBl 3 0368 oy Of

The Punch

MKE Ankaragiicii president Faruk Koca attacked referee Halil Umut Meler after his side’s draw against
Caykur Rizespor on 11 December 2023, knocking him to the ground with a punch. Security immediately
intervened as tensions escalated, with Ankaragiicii fans storming the pitch in support of Koca. Meler was
treated and taken to the hospital, while Koca was arrested following the assault. The Turkish Football
Federation (TFF) imposed a permanent ban on Koca and fined Ankaragiicii two million Turkish lira. FIFA
also condemned the incident, and Koca resigned from his post soon after.

Emin Sansar | Tiirkiye
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Sebahattin Ozveren | Tiirkiye

Crossing the Bosphorus

The Bosphorus Cross-Continental Swimming Race, organised by the Turkish National Olympic Committee
with support from the Istanbul Governorship, has been a major event in Turkish sports since 1989. What
began with 68 swimmers has grown into a cherished tradition, where athletes swim from Asia to Europe
across the Bosphorus. Starting in Kanlica, participants pass by Istanbul’s historic mansions, fortresses,
and palaces on their way to Kurugesme. Aerial views from the Bosphorus Security Tower highlight the
scale and beauty of this unique race, eagerly anticipated by participants and spectators every year.
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Fall From the Sky

A dramatic moment unfolds as a colossal, twenty-foot Hawaiian wave engulfs a surfer mid-ride. Suspended
in mid-air, the surfer, wearing a bold red jersey, is hurled high above the turbulent turquoise sea, his
board still tethered to his ankle but flung wildly out of control. The wave’s immense power, evident in its
frothy white crest, displays both the thrill and danger of this unforgiving sport. Sunlight glistens on the
spray, accentuating the raw, untamed force of the ocean, where man and nature collide in a fleeting yet
unforgettable struggle for balance.

Xiaoying Shi | China
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Sudipta Maulik | India
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Football Fever

In the vibrant streets of Kolkata, India, young football fans have transformed their neighbourhood into
a tribute to the World Cup, despite their country not qualifying. With limited resources but boundless
enthusiasm, they decorate houses and streets with their favourite team colours, player cutouts, and
handmade designs. This community-funded effort highlights their deep love for the beautiful game,
proving that true passion needs neither grand stadiums nor expensive gear.
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Boke

Boke, a traditional Mongolian form of wrestling, is deeply embedded in the nation’s culture. Meaning
'sturdy, united, and lasting', Boke is one of Mongolia's three major national sports, alongside horse
racing and archery. It is also a key feature of major events such as the Nadam Fair and the sacred Aobao
ceremonies. Competitions begin with the stirring 'Uriya’ chant and take place on open grass or soil without
the need for a specialised venue. With no time limits or weight divisions, the rules are simple: the first to
touch the ground above the knee loses.

Shuzhen Bai | China
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Marcelo Lucio Guelber Goes | Brazil

Reign of Glory

Cristiano Ronaldo stands with arms wide open, embracing the rain-soaked moment at Porto’s Dragon
Stadium after Portugal’s hard-fought 3-2 victory over Slovakia on October 13, 2023. The win secured
Portugal’s qualification for UEFA Euro 2024 and marked Ronaldo’s 200th appearance for the national
team. Scoring twice, including the decisive goal, Ronaldo’s triumphant pose reflects both personal and
national pride as he leads his country to another major tournament. Drenched but victorious, this moment
captures the determination and excellence that have defined his legendary career.
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Messi's Crowning Glory

Sergio Agiiero lifts Lionel Messi onto his shoulders as Argentina celebrates their 2022 FIFA World Cup
victory. Widely regarded as the greatest footballer of all time, Messi had won every major accolade except
the elusive World Cup - until this triumph. In a thrilling final against France, Messi scored in extra time, but
Kylian Mbappé’s hat-trick led the match to a dramatic 3-3 draw, sending it to penalties. Argentina then
clinched victory 4-2 in the shootout. Parading around Lusail Stadium in Qatar, the team chants and sings
with fans as Messi is finally crowned world champion and named Man of the Match.

Ayman Aref | Egypt
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Istvan Robert Szori | Hungary

Beachball

In December 2023, a beach along the Atlantic Ocean in Morocco provides a captivating scene. Surfers
ride the waves as a group of young men play football on the soft sand. The stunning backlight frames the
dynamic waves, enveloped in a misty atmosphere, offering a glimpse of local life. In the distance, a man
perches on a cliff, while a woman in traditional clothing stands silhouetted against the light, accompanied
by a lone surfer and children watching the sea. In the foreground, the joy and excitement of the football
players are evident, even as their faces remain partially obscured.
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Morning Practice

A group of young sepak takraw players engage in their morning practise at Indah Kemangi Beach,
Indonesia. Located in Jungsemi Village, a place renowned for producing exceptional sepak takraw athletes,
the beach serves as a picturesque training ground. Since 1987, Jungsemi Village has played a key role in
nurturing talent through the Citra Kartika Club, which began as a social initiative to steer local youth away
from delinquency. With roots dating back to the Malay Sultanate in the 15th century, sepak takraw has
evolved from its aristocratic origins into a globally recognised sport, with this community helping to carry
on its proud tradition.

Alvin Watupongoh | Indonesia
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Mahmoud Khaled Elnagmy | Egypt
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The Perfect Smash

A badminton player, mid-air and poised for a powerful smash, is captured in a moment of pure focus
and intensity during the 2017 Badminton World Tour in Dubai. The stark contrast between the athlete
and the dark background isolates the action, emphasising the grace and precision of the sport. With
the shuttlecock suspended above, this image highlights the high stakes and skill involved in world-class
competition.
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Strike of Precision

Against a backdrop of darkness, two fencers face off, their forms illuminated in a gripping duel. One
fencer's blade lands a precise strike on the chest of the other, who reacts with shock at the unexpected hit.
The dramatic contrast of light and shadow heightens the tension and focus between the two competitors,
capturing the raw emotion of the moment. Each movement embodies technique, strategy, and the intense
thrill that comes with the sport, freezing a fleeting second of skill and determination in the heat of

competition.

Mohammed Al-Shaabi | Qatar
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Mohamed Afthab.P.P | India

Fallen but Unbroken

At the Kerala State Athletics Junior Championships in India, S. Abith faced a devastating moment during
the 3000-metre steeplechase. Having led the race for three laps and earning the admiration of spectators
at Calicut University Stadium, he seemed destined for victory. However, disaster struck as he approached
the water jump hurdle. Misjudging his leap, he fell head-first into the water pit, his body caught in a near-
vertical plunge, legs in the air as water splashed around him. The crowd gasped in disbelief, and an injury
sustained during the fall forced Abith to withdraw from the race, bringing a heartbreaking end to his
strong performance.
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Triumphant Landing

An athlete’s powerful landing in the long jump event sends a dramatic spray of sand into the air during
the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Trophy, held at Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in Chennai, India. The state-level
competition is aimed at discovering young sporting talent for national and international stages alike. The
athlete's extended leg, clad in a bright red shoe, cuts through the flying sand, capturing the raw energy and
intensity of the performance against the backdrop of a clear blue sky.

Sathiyaseelan Subramanian | India
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Luke Bell | South Africa
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Climbing Solo

A climber ascends a towering granite cliff, with a dense forest of vibrant greenery spread far below. The
vast scale and difficulty of his free solo climb is a testament to both the dramatic natural landscape
and the climber’s remarkable skill. The climber's precise movements along the rugged rock face reflect
unwavering determination and physical strength. The striking composition contrasts the sheer granite
wall with the expansive forest, emphasising the challenge of the climb, the enormity of the landscape, and
the immense courage required to attempt such a daring feat.
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Michael Clark | United States of America

Ouray Ice Park ,:;_\5.13//%;/)9/‘0,:&@
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Jaylord Plaza | Philippines
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Hoop Racing on the Beach

Barefoot young men race along the sandy beach, each pushing a metal hoop with a stick in a traditional
game. Their loose garments billow as they move, capturing the energy and focus of the moment. The
setting sun casts a soft, golden light, while the calm waters in the background offer a serene contrast to
the spirited play. The simplicity of the activity reflects a deep cultural heritage, as the men reconnect with
a pastime passed down through generations.
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Shadows on Wheels

As the sun begins to set, a child rides their bike across a skateboard track, casting a long shadow on the
golden surface. The soft, fading light perfectly illuminates the curves of the track, while the silhouette of
the rider and bike create a striking visual. The harmony of light, shadow, and movement transforms this
fleeting moment into one of simple beauty.
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Ammar AlSayed Ahmed | United Arab Emirates
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Desert Drift

In the boundless golden desert, the exhilarating thrill of off-road adventure is on full display. A powerful
dune buggy surges up a steep sand dune, sending a dramatic spray of sand into the air. The vast horizon
and rippling sands highlight the desert's isolation and grandeur, while the buggy represents human
ingenuity and the spirit of exploration. This dynamic moment celebrates both the raw beauty of nature
and the adrenaline-fuelled excitement of adventure.
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Legacy on the Track

Tradition meets modernity as a lively camel race, an ancient sport cherished for generations in Saudi
Arabia, unfolds alongside a group of cyclists, representing modern athletic pursuits. In the background,
camels ridden by traditional jockeys race, while cyclists speed ahead in the foreground, showcasing the
evolving interests of the current generation. This striking contrast also highlights the ongoing love for
heritage sports while embracing contemporary activities, both thriving across various regions of the
Kingdom and neighbouring countries.

Ahmad Alhamwan | Saudi Arabia
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(STORY-TELLING)
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One of most challenging categories for photographers
is to skilfully invite us into a story through a series of
photographs.

A photographic narrative delves straight into the
subject matter and tells the story from a photographer’s
perspective. Through these photo series, engage and
connect the hearts and minds of the audience in a way
a single photograph cannot.




1st WINNER

Fatima Shbair | Palestinian Territory
ULl
S— 2nd WINNER

S Sarah Wouters | Netherlands

3rd WINNER

Bing Wen | China



1st WINNER

Fatima Shbair | Palestinian Territory

War in Gaza

October 7th, 2023 triggered a devastating conflict, with tens of thousands killed and widespread
displacement in the Gaza Strip. Amidst this destruction, the lines between personal and professional life
vanished. Like many in Gaza, hunger, fear, and loss became daily realities for one family. The hardest
challenge wasn’t work, but the constant worry for loved ones in harm’s way. For 190 days, they fought
against illness, fear, and deprivation. Yet, through telling the stories of others, the storyteller realised they

were also sharing their own—an intertwined account of survival and collective suffering.
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2nd WINNER

Sarah Wouters | Netherlands

Lost Tribes of Papua New Guinea

Papua New Guinea’s rich tribal cultures, once disrupted by European colonisation, are now preserved
through vibrant annual festivals. These events, held in Goroka and Mount Hagen, showcase the traditional
costumes and rituals of tribes such as the Mudmen of Asaro, the fire-making Graiku, and the feather-
adorned Jiwaka. Despite the erosion of their customs over time, these festivals offer a glimpse into the
unique heritage of the island’s many tribes. Outsiders can witness traditional performances, ceremonial
attire, and rare cultural practises, helping keep these ancient traditions alive in the modern world.
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3rd WINNER

Wen Bing | China

Warriors Over the Clouds

On the morning of February 8, 2023, the Longmen Archipelago in Qinzhou, Guangxi, China, was enveloped
in mist, blending sea and sky into a mystical landscape. Amid this dreamlike scene, the construction of
China’s longest cross-sea bridge, the Longmen Cross-Sea Bridge, quietly progressed. As the sun pierced
through the fog, illuminating the towering structure, fearless workers laboured 174 meters above the sea,
assembling the vital catwalk essential to the bridge's completion. Their courage and precision symbolise
both human resilience and the engineering marvel connecting two distant shores.
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Wentao Li | China
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Breaking Point

The global economy, driven by consumption and production, is putting immense pressure on Earth's
natural resources. Over the past 50 years, the human population has doubled, leading to unsustainable
levels of consumption. Excessive resource use, waste, and overconsumption have pushed the planet to the
brink of crisis. The UN predicts that the world's population will increase by 2 billion in the next 30 years,
potentially requiring resources equivalent to nearly three planet Earths to sustain current lifestyles. This
aerial photo series captures the vast scale of resource exploitation, from mining and oil extraction to steel
production and consumer goods logistics, highlighting the urgent need for sustainable change.
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Benoit Feron | Belgium
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MERIT MEDAL
RECIPIENT

Sacred Herds of the Mundari
The Mundari tribe of South Sudan holds cattle at the heart of their culture, viewing them as symbols of

wealth, power, and spirituality. Ankole-Watusi cows are considered sacred, and a person’s status is tied to
the size and shape of their cattle’s horns. Cattle play a pivotal role in life events, from birth to marriage,
often overshadowing human life in significance. The tribe uses ash and cow urine in their daily routines
for hygiene and protection. However, these revered animals also bring conflict, as cattle raiding remains a
common threat in the region, endangering both herds and livelihoods.
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Shyjith Onden Cheriyath | India
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Saltwater Healing

Every year, from September to December, the tranquil beaches of Umm Al Quwain in the UAE become a
gathering place for camel owners and handlers. Here, an age-old tradition unfolds, where camels are healed
and prepared for the upcoming racing season. Dipped in saltwater to cleanse wounds, the camels benefit
from the natural antiseptic properties of the sea. This ritual, passed down through many generations,
reflects the deep bond between humans and their animals and stands as a testament to cultural heritage
and the enduring spirit of the camel-racing community.
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Kallol Mukherjee | India
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Baby’s Day Out

The Olive Ridley sea turtle, once abundant, now faces immense challenges in its fight for survival.
Thousands of hatchlings emerge each year on the shores of Odisha, India, but their journey to the sea
is perilous. Predators such as crabs, birds, and jellyfish, along with man-made threats such as fishing
nets and climate change, mean that only one in a thousand hatchlings will reach adulthood. However,
conservation efforts by local communities and NGOs bring hope, protecting these vulnerable creatures
and working to ensure their survival despite the many dangers they face.
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Tienchi Ting | China

From Sea to Sashimi

Taiwan's Donggang Township, known as the 'Hometown of Black Tuna', has long been at the heart of the
world’s bluefin tuna trade. Once leading the globe in bluefin catches, Donggang’s bustling harbour is a
testament to tradition and craftsmanship. Every stage of the tuna’s journey is documented—from the
moment these ocean giants are unloaded from the boats to their weighing and auctioning at the market,
and finally their transformation into delicate sashimi. This visual narrative showcases the mastery and
heritage that have made Donggang’s bluefin tuna renowned worldwide.
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Baocheng Lin | China

Rebirth Through Recycling

This photography series masterfully captures the transformation of everyday waste - recycled plastics,
discarded paper, and aluminium cans - into striking, reimagined forms. These materials, once deemed
useless, are reborn through the recycling process, mirroring the eternal cycles of stars and constellations.
Inspired by the philosophy of matter’s indestructibility, the works reveal the beauty hidden within the
mundane, showcasing the potential for renewal in even the most overlooked objects.
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Habirun Habirun | Indonesia
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Children of the Deep

Children from the Bajo tribe in eastern Indonesia grow up with the sea as their lifeblood. Known for
their extraordinary diving abilities, many members of this community can reach depths of 70 metres on a
single breath. Raised by the ocean, Bajo children learn from an early age how to dive, spear fish, and hunt
octopuses - skills passed down through generations. The tribe relies on the sea for survival, with fishing as
their main form of livelihood. For the Bajo, the ocean is not just a source of sustenance; it is the foundation
of their entire existence.
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Abdelrahman Zaqout | Palestinian Territory

Gaza’s Descent into Famine

The war in Gaza has severely crippled access to basic necessities, plunging the region into a food and
water crisis. Northern Gaza, home to over 300,000 people, faces extreme insecurity as humanitarian
aid remains restricted. Refugees in Rafah, where food is increasingly scarce, rely on meals prepared over
firewood by volunteers. A UN-backed report warns that nearly half a million Palestinians are experiencing
catastrophic food shortages, with malnutrition rampant, especially among children. As the conflict drags
on, the looming threat of famine grows, highlighting the desperate need for international action to prevent
further suffering.
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Van Dong Nguyen | Vietnam

Peacetime Soldiers

In Nha Trang, Vietnam, a raging fire reduced over 100 fishermen’s homes to ashes, causing widespread
devastation. Amidst the chaos, local rescue forces, led by the army, responded swiftly and fearlessly. These
peacetime soldiers faced the inferno head-on, saving lives and safeguarding property. Their bravery didn’t
end with extinguishing the flames, they worked relentlessly with local authorities to restore stability,
rebuild the community, and repair the environment. Their unwavering dedication in the face of adversity
earned them deep admiration and gratitude, leaving a lasting mark on the hearts of the people they served.
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Amin Malekzadeh | Iran

Pink Treasure at Risk
Maharloo Lake, also known as the Pink Lake, is one of Iran's most unique wetlands, renowned for its

stunning aerial views. However, this natural wonder faces serious threats from sewage and chemical
pollutants, endangering its biodiversity - particularly flamingos. From above, the lake’s waterways
resemble veins or tree branches, constantly shifting with the seasons, as if trying to adapt to human-
caused damage. Preserving this fragile ecosystem is crucial, and efforts to reduce pollution and protect its
diverse species are essential to safeguarding the lake's survival.
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Giulio Montini | ltaly
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Forged in Danger

In the chaotic and unsanitary shipyards of Dhaka, Bangladesh, men craft large ship propellers using age-
old, medieval methods with remarkable precision. Moulds are prepared in the ground, and bronze is melted
in crucibles with rudimentary burners buried underground. Once the molten bronze is poured into the
moulds, the propellers are left to cool for several days before the roughing process begins—a task often
carried out by young children. Without adequate safety measures, this work is extremely dangerous, and
yet it continues, driven by the necessity of survival.
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Riyas Muhammed | India
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Maritime Way of Life

Many Emirati families have a deep-rooted connection to the sea, with fishing and pearl diving forming
integral parts of the cultural and economic backgrounds. Prior to the discovery of oil, pearl diving was
a crucial livelihood, with male family members undertaking the arduous task of searching for pearls
underwater. Today, this rich maritime tradition coexists with modern advancements, as the UAE has
evolved into a global maritime hub. The coastal lifestyle in the UAE preserves generations of maritime
traditions while embracing modern advancements, demonstrating how the sea continues to shape and

define the way of life of many locals.
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Abdelrahman Alkahlout | Palestinian Territory

Displacement and Endurance

Along a road stretching from northern to southern Gaza, families displaced by conflict bear the
heavy weight of survival. Forced from their homes by destruction, they carry unspoken stories of loss
and endurance. Their eyes, filled with anguish, tell tales of escape, yet their futures remain uncertain
in overcrowded refugee camps where even life’s most basic needs are scarce. Amid the rubble of a
demolished mosque, worshippers raise their hands in prayer, defiant in their faith. These images capture
the unwavering resilience of the human spirit - standing tall amidst the ruins and clinging to hope in the

face of unimaginable hardship.
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Hosein Tahavori | Iran
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Protecting the Hawksbill

The eagle-nosed sea turtle, also known as the hawksbill, is one of the most endangered sea turtle species,
with fewer than 8,000 remaining worldwide. On Iran’s Kish Island, environmentalists work tirelessly each
year to protect these turtles during their crucial egg-laying and hatching seasons. After hatching, the
turtles instinctively follow the moonlight to reach the sea, but rangers guide them safely with hand lights
to prevent them from straying. Known for their distinctive appearance and striking shells, hawksbill turtles
have been overhunted, pushing them to the edge of extinction, despite their lifespan of 40 to 50 years.
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Nishar Mohamed | India

Pushkar Fair

In the early morning stillness of the Pushkar Fair, India’s largest gathering of camels, horses, and people,
each frame captures a vivid tale. The soft glow of dawn illuminates faces full of hope and wonder, while
the air hums with music, laughter, and the jingling of camel bells. A surreal dance between smoke, fog, and
light unfolds, blurring the lines between dreams and reality. In these moments, the fair feels timeless - a
place where tradition, energy, and magic converge, creating unforgettable stories that linger long after the
morning mist fades.

e Hlugo

posll Tagy &bl OS> Wlwse hiaili wigl 3 elills Jsels Jal @iz 55T omg olSsy olosgal S luall 6135
JJ§| Qu|)>i &)59 ulS.A.an k}ﬂ.‘.uJQAJL\ :|9>t)” C)ua.n O 3 xmﬂlg J.ngﬂl.» dazaoll 09>9J| PYFIN-T-YY (Q.CLI.II )MJI C{bg.u
0in 3 alaly @8loll o Basill e exall jmd wegudlly ludlls Ol (g &dlyres dnd) CadSH sgiially Agiiall o
iy e 3 laad palid ol @8Ually sJlazll agb @blas BlSe seny 3] 103l &1y oo hynie Olzsgall sy wolbiall
Zleall Olus ity of sz Wysb 851301 § dalle

157



Florian Ledoux | France
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Unseen Arctic
'Unseen Arctic' offers a stunning aerial perspective of Arctic wildlife, especially polar bears, revealing

their secret lives as they navigate the icy landscape. Captured over years in extreme conditions, these
images showcase the delicate balance between survival and the changing environment. Polar bears are
seen hunting, caring for their young, and traversing the shifting sea ice, illustrating the profound impact
of climate change on their habitat. This collection serves as both a visual masterpiece and a powerful
reminder of the urgent need to protect this fragile ecosystem.
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Paul Nicklen | Canada

Bears in Focus

Majestic polar bears of the Arctic, powerful grizzlies of North America, and rare spirit bears of the Great
Bear Rainforest come to life in this portfolio. Each photograph captures the beauty and strength of these
iconic creatures, revealing their deep connection to the environments they inhabit. From the awe-inspiring
polar bear to the graceful spirit bear, these images evoke a sense of wonder and urgency to protect their
threatened ecosystems.
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Duhaim Alduhaim | Saudi Arabia
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Ancient Mysteries

Spread across the Arabian Desert, particularly in Saudi Arabia, stone mustatils are vast geometric
formations made from carefully arranged stones. These mysterious structures vary in shape, often
featuring an empty circle or triangle with a straight line extending outward. Among the most renowned is
the 'Face' Mustatil, celebrated for its unique design. Some mustatils span up to two kilometres in length,
standing 80 to 100 centimetres tall. These ancient formations remain a cultural mystery, reflecting the
remarkable ingenuity of early civilisations and their ability to create monumental structures that still

captivate and puzzle us today.
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Muneb Nassar | Netherlands
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They Had Dreams

These children once held dreams, only to have them shattered alongside their bodies - victims of a
war they were born into but never asked for. Though innocent, they now face life-altering injuries and
amputations, yet they remain determined to overcome their disabilities. This project captures the dreams
they envisioned before war cruelly stole their futures. Despite unfulfilled aspirations, these children,
united in age and passion, continue to pursue their dreams with remarkable resilience and unwavering
determination. They embody both the heartache of loss and the unbroken spirit that still burns within
them.
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lhab Fayad | Lebanon
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Olive Harvest

In the heart of Mount Lebanon, the olive harvest season begins, a tradition deeply woven into the fabric
of Lebanese culture. Spanning 150,000 hectares, the ancient groves produce some of the world’s finest
olives and virgin oils, which are symbols of heritage and national pride. Unfortunately, this year's harvest
bears the weight of loss, as over 40,000 olive trees were destroyed in Israeli attacks on southern Lebanon.
Despite the devastation, the journey of these sacred trees—from grove to the age-old olive mills—
endures, safeguarding a 5,000-year-old tradition that remains a powerful testament to resilience.
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SHORT VIDEOS

(FOR SOCIAL MEDIA)
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With widespread popularity of short videos on
the social media, we have noticed the presence of
remarkably creative talents capable of producing
engaging, meaningful and impactful content that
resonates with a wide audience

For the Thirteenth season, we opened the doors to
content creators to present distinctive and creative
ideas through short videos tailored for social media
platforms. These videos narrate inspiring and
motivational stories that have a positive impact on
society.
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1st WINNER

Aleksandr Tsuprun | Russian Federation

2nd WINNER

Norbert von Niman | Sweden

3rd WINNER

Abhin Kizhakke Veettil | India
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1st WINNER

Aleksandr Tsuprun | Russian Federation
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You
A ten-year journey across diverse countries reveals that travel is more than just a change of
scenery - it's a journey of self-discovery, connection, and growth. From the bustling energy of
city streets to the tranquillity of serene landscapes, each destination unveils a unique story.
Travellers broaden their horizons, challenge their perspectives, and immerse themselves in
new cultures, creating memories that become lifelong treasures. With each new experience,
fear and uncertainty give way to wonder and transformation, as the world beckons, offering

endless possibilities to those who embrace adventure.

(¥

SHORT TRAVEL FILM
BY ALEKSANDR TSUPRUN
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2nd WINNER

Norbert von Niman | Sweden
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Forbidden Coast of Greenland
Greenland’s east coast, fiercely protected by towering icebergs and jagged peaks, feels
otherworldly and hostile to humans. Vast walls of glacial ice and towering fjords create an
almost impenetrable barrier, warning against entry. Despite these challenges, an ambitious
two-week expedition set out to navigate the 'Forbidden Coast' The crew braved the
treacherous ice, finding refuge in sparse bays while facing extreme conditions. With no safety
net, survival depended entirely on their resilience. This untamed coast remains forbidden, but

the crew endured to share its story of survival and awe.
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Forbidden Coast of Greenland
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3rd WINNER

Abhin Kizhakke Veettil | India
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Burj Khalifa: A Year in Light
Embark on a breathtaking visual journey with a year-long timelapse of the Burj Khalifa,
capturing its resilience through shifting seasons and weather. The video begins with the
tower emerging from dense desert fog, a majestic silhouette against the mist. As the seasons
change, the Burj Khalifa withstands heavy rain, with its illuminated facade shimmering
through the downpour. Lightning storms electrify the scene, casting a dramatic glow over
the world's tallest man-made structure. From crisp winter days to sunlit summer afternoons,
the evolving skies and weather patterns beautifully highlight the interplay between this

architectural marvel and nature’s grandeur.
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Shantha Kumar Nagendran | India A Grain's Odyssey

SCAN HERE

A Grain's Odyssey

The journey of a single rice grain begins on a farm, nurtured by the soil, but much is lost before it reaches
consumers. After harvesting, inefficiencies in processing and transport lead to spoilage. Grains that
survive are then distributed to retailers, where mishandling or overstocking causes further waste. Finally,
in homes, food is often discarded due to over-purchasing, poor storage, or simple distractions, leaving
meals untouched and ultimately thrown away. This breakdown at each step shows how a vast amount of
food never fulfils its ultimate purpose.
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Buthaynah AlHarthi | Saudi Arabia
Reviving Our Heritage

SCAN HERE

Reviving Our Heritage

Noura Al-Jabr, a Saudi horsewoman and archer, has a deep love for her ancestors' history and admires
their bravery. She connects with this legacy through her passion for camels, horses, combat skills, and
traditional attire, beautifully showcasing them to viewers. Noura believes that her rich heritage deserves
to be revived in all its intricate beauty. Horseback archery, a sport rooted in history and dating back for
generations, was once used for hunting and warfare by knights. Today, Noura has successfully revived this
ancient sport among women in her country and around the world.
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@ hipaae #

Playful Polar Bear

Florian Ledoux | France

SCAN HERE

Playful Polar Bear

As winter fades, the Arctic’s polar bears reappear, swimming along the ice edge, embracing playful solitude
in their pristine habitat. Urban life has distanced many from nature, fostering indifference and fear. Yet,
humanity’s survival is deeply linked to the natural world. In the relentless pursuit of progress, the critical
need for conservation is often overlooked, endangering wildlife and human life alike. The Arctic, a symbol
of nature’s beauty and fragility, is a reminder of the necessity for harmonious coexistence, as protecting it
ensures the planet's future survival.
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A Promise to Our Future

A Q

Safeer Edakkandan | India

SCAN HERE

A Promise to Our Future

Children’s laughter echoes with hope, a reminder that the future is theirs to inherit. The air they breathe,
the water they drink, and the land they walk are all at risk, fragile under the weight of our present actions.
Yet amid these challenges lies a message of hope—every small, meaningful step we take can lead to a
sustainable future. By nurturing the environment and passing down a legacy of care, we hold the power to
shape a thriving world where nature and humanity flourish in harmony. The promise begins today.
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@ hipaae &

Mother Nature's Hidden Treasures

Luke Bell | South Africa

SCAN HERE

Mother Nature's Hidden Treasures

A one-minute visual journey showcasing the stunning beauty of Earth's diverse landscapes and wildlife
and the urgent need for sustainability. From South Africa’s savannahs and Italy's Dolomites to the surreal
landscapes of Cappadocia, Tiirkiye, and the underwater worlds of Papua New Guinea, each scene captivates
with vibrant imagery. Viewers explore French Polynesia’s waters, Iceland’s aurora, and Svalbard’s icy
wilderness, home to walruses and arctic foxes. The video conveys a powerful message: we must protect
these irreplaceable natural wonders for future generations, urging us to take action to preserve the

planet’s extraordinary diversity.
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Magdalena Bay

Reiko Takahashi | Japan

A Q

SCAN HERE

Magdalena Bay

Magdalena Bay, located in Baja California, Mexico, offers a winter escape into vibrant marine life. Every
year, visitors are treated to breathtaking encounters: majestic whales, agile marlins darting through the
waves, playful sea lion colonies, and shimmering schools of mahi-mahi weaving beneath the surface. It’s a
paradise where nature puts on a magnificent show, with each trip revealing new surprises in the deep blue.
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“If we don't keep the environment safe and clean,
we shall destroy the resources we have been blessed with”
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Maxim Betisor | Moldova

For the Love of the Land

SCAN HERE

For the Love of the Land

This short video aims to inspire a deeper appreciation for the environment and nature. The UAE’s
captivating landscapes have long been a source of fascination, offering endless beauty to capture and
explore. The hope is to encourage others to venture out and discover the country's stunning natural
wonders. A key inspiration behind this project was the powerful speech delivered at COP28 in Dubai by
the hologram of the late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the founding father of the UAE, highlighting
the importance of environmental stewardship.
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Rukhiya Mohammed | India

SCAN HERE

Dance of the Reef

A mesmerising underwater spectacle unfolds as a school of fish glides in synchrony, their silvery bodies
forming intricate patterns to ward off circling reef sharks. The sleek predators, undeterred, weave through
the waters, seeking to breach the school’s defences. In response, the fish tighten their formation, creating
a dazzling display of unity and resilience. This delicate ballet between predator and prey highlights the
ocean's fragile beauty, serving as a poignant reminder of the need to protect marine ecosystems for
generations to come.
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Nazila Nazar | India

SCAN HERE

Sustaining the Planet Together

In a rapidly growing world, the importance of nature is often overlooked, yet it is essential for our survival.
To ensure a sustainable future, we must focus on protecting the environment. Reducing plastic pollution
by minimising single-use plastics and participating in cleanups can greatly benefit ecosystems. Regularly
cleaning parks, beaches, and streets promotes healthier surroundings. Planting trees supports biodiversity,
improves air quality, and combats climate change. Reconnecting with nature enhances well-being and
fosters a deeper commitment to environmental protection. Every action matters - working together, we
can make a positive impact on the planet.
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Preserving Dubai's Dual Beauty

A Q

Eissa AlJassmi | United Arab Emirates

SCAN HERE

Preserving Dubai's Dual Beauty

From Dubai’s dazzling skyline to the serene desert, this video showcases the harmony between urban life
and natural beauty. Known for its architectural brilliance and vibrant culture, Dubai represents human
progress. Yet, beyond the city’s dynamic pace, the calm desert offers a peaceful retreat. The mission
extends beyond admiration; it seeks to protect both the city and its surrounding natural landscapes. By
preserving this balance, future generations can experience the grandeur of Dubai's modernity alongside
its tranquil desert, ensuring that both progress and nature can harmoniously coexist for years to come.
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Every year, thousands eagerly await the return of
the General Category, as it remains the highlight for
photographers to showcase their artistry that is not
defined under a specific category.

More than one-third of the submissions over the
years have been from this category; which continues
to evolve advancing both in quality and diversity.

Due to its popularity, we continued to offer applicants
two opportunities to participate under these sub-
categories: the first in Black & White - to transport
us to the classic world of the monochromatic palette;
and the second in Colour - to experience the rich
tapestry of hues.
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WINNERS

1st WINNER

Renee Capozzola | United States of America

2nd WINNER

Hikkaduwa Liyanage Prasantha Vinod | Sri Lanka

3rd WINNER

Ateeb Hussain | India
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1st WINNER

Renee Capozzola | United States of America
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Bond of the Deep
A mother humpback whale and her calf glide gracefully through the sunlit waters off Tahiti.
The sun's rays pierce through the depths, illuminating the vastness of the ocean and the
gentle giants swimming within it. The contrast between the mother's immense size and the
calf's smaller form is a testament to the beauty of their timeless bond. Once hunted to near
extinction, these majestic creatures now symbolise survival and grace in the tranquil waters

of French Polynesia.
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2nd WINNER

Hikkaduwa Liyanage Prasantha Vinod | Sri Lanka

Leopard Gaze

Amidst a web of bare branches, a Sri Lankan leopard moves with precision, its sleek form perfectly
camouflaged within the natural tangle. Perched high in the fungal-covered tree, the predator locks its gaze,
alert and focused. The leopard's commanding presence against the pale sky captures the raw essence of
survival in Yala National Park. As Sri Lanka's apex predator, this endangered subspecies embodies the
delicate balance of the ecosystem, a fleeting glimpse into the wild beauty that still endures amidst growing
threats.
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3rd WINNER

Ateeb Hussain | India

Matriarch’s Lead

A herd of elephants cross the dry, cracked lakebed of Amboseli National Park, led by a determined matriarch
who pauses, her trunk outstretched as if reaching for the group behind her. The parched landscape offers
no respite during the two-hour journey to the marshes, where the last sources of water remain. In the
midst of one of the worst droughts in years, Amboseli’s elephants must endure this unforgiving trek in
search of survival.
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Luisa Geraldine Lynch Harris | Spain
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Tidal Escape

A grey plover launches into the air just as a powerful wave crashes behind it along the rugged shores of
Punta de Hidalgo on the Canary Islands. This coastal region, which was formed by ancient volcanic activity,
transforms every winter into a temporary haven for migratory birds such as this plover. Its small, precise
movements mirror the ebb and flow of the tide, creating a beautiful rhythm with the natural world while
offering a rare glimpse into the resilience and rhythm of nature’s cycles.
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Pheasant Rivalry

The Lady Amherst’s Pheasant, a bird native to China, is renowned for its striking beauty, particularly the
males with their long, colourful tails. In a meadow near Erdao Bridge in Kangding City, flocks of these
pheasants descend from an altitude of 3,000 metres to forage. Following light snowfall, the snow-covered
plateau quickly begins to melt, prompting swift action. Corn is scattered on the remaining snow-covered
stones, attracting a group of female pheasants. In their scramble for food, even the typically timid females
displayed rare aggression, fiercely competing for food in this unusual spectacle of behaviour.

Jun Huang | China
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Jagdeep Rajput | India

Face to Face

In Corbett National Park, India, two large male Asian elephants engage in a playful yet powerful tussle,
their tusks locked in a display of strength and dominance. During the summer months, the park is a
haven for elephants, with abundant resources drawing these giants together. Though playful now, such
contests can quickly escalate into serious battles, often over mating rights or leadership of a herd. Male
elephants usually lead solitary lives, occasionally returning to the herd to assert dominance or for mating.
Their exceptional memories, passed down through generations, guide matriarchs across vast landscapes,
helping them locate crucial watering holes and foraging grounds, much like an internal GPS system.
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Drinksbreak
A herd of elephants approaches the lake in the Dhikala grasslands of India's Corbett National Park, their
arrival marked by the rustling of leaves and snapping branches. The group, including a young calf, pause
to drink, creating an intimate scene by the water’s edge. Monochrome tones and contrasting skies add
a timeless, artistic feel, capturing the beauty of these elephants as they peacefully navigate their jungle
surroundings.

Swapnil Deshpande | India
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Nguyen Tan Tuan | Vietnam

In the Mist
A lone fisherman rows through the misty waters of Tuyen Lam Lake at dawn, surrounded by bare trees

rising from the water. Each December, in LAm D6ng province, Vietnam, these trees shed their leaves and
begin anew, creating a hauntingly beautiful sight. The stillness of the lake and the quiet transformation of
nature set the tone for this magical moment, where man and nature seem to move in harmony through a
landscape of reflection and renewal.
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Edwin Loyola | United States of America

Miracle Forest
Towering bamboo stalks reach towards the sky in Kyoto’s Arashiyama Bamboo Grove, creating a calm,

natural canopy. A lone figure walks along the winding path, dwarfed by the immense height of the forest.
The sharp contrast of light filtering through the bamboo adds a sense of awe, highlighting the peacefulness
of this unique landscape while offering a glimpse into the beauty and stillness that define Kyoto’s natural

wonders.
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Mohammad Sharwar Hussain | Bangladesh

From Infinity

On a calm winter morning in Sariya Kandi, Sirajganj, Bangladesh, a lone sailor rows steadily across the still
waters of the Jamuna River. Boats serve as a lifeline for the local people, especially during the monsoon
season, when they are essential for transporting crops, commuting to school, or reaching hospitals.
However, the lack of quick transportation creates immense challenges for the elderly, pregnant women,
and critically ill patients. The boatman appears to emerge from the distant horizon, embodying the
perseverance of those who face these everyday hardships.
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Resilient in Recovery

A powerful close-up captures the commanding presence of a rhino, its imposing horn at centre stage,
while the rugged texture of its skin highlights its strength and resilience. This magnificent creature resides
in a renowned Kenyan conservancy, home to the largest population of rhinos within a single sanctuary.
Founded in the 1970s, the conservancy plays a pivotal role in rhino rehabilitation and boasts the most
successful private rhino breeding reserve in the world, contributing significantly to the species’ recovery
across Africa.

Amish Chhagan | United Kingdom
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Gentle Beginnings

In Kenya’s Maasai Mara National Reserve, a newborn elephant, just a few days old, nestles closely against
its mother as she gently wraps her trunk around it. While the herd plays in the mud, this intimate moment
between mother and calf captures the tender care and protection shared within the animal kingdom. The
mother’s soft embrace reflects the deep bond they share, ensuring the baby feels safe and nurtured in its
early days in the wild.
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Richard Li | United States of America
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Flying Whale

Suspended in a moment of pure grace, a humpback whale emerges during South Africa’s annual Sardine
Run, appearing to soar through the ocean depths as if defying gravity. The Sardine Run, a spectacular
natural event, attracts countless marine creatures, showcasing the intricate interconnectedness of the
ocean’s ecosystem. The whale’s powerful presence amidst the swirling sardines highlights the delicate
balance of marine life and serves as a powerful reminder of the ocean’s grandeur and our responsibility to
protect these magnificent creatures and their habitats.

Fabiana Fregonesi de Oliveira | Brazil
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Jie Liang-Fischer | Germany

Reflected Stripes deuS2id boh
In the heart of Kenya's Great Rift Valley, a family of four zebras drinks cautiously at a waterhole in the lleolSily Jelll poSes 3 elo Sy aie Hiny deding sea> dzs )l e dlile Lyl s 3 pabiell gZazall (solgll B 3
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heads remain low and their eyes alert, ever watchful for predators and other forms of danger.
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Master Builder

A Weaver bird is seen mid-flight, fully immersed in the intricate task of nest building. Each strand and
knot is placed with meticulous care, crafting a structure meant to attract a mate. The black-and-white
setting accentuates the fine details, allowing the textures of the bird and nest to stand out. Without the
distraction of colour, the focus shifts to the delicate craftsmanship and the complexity of the process,
offering a fresh perspective on the bird’s impressive skill in creating its home.

Ali Al Abdrab Al Hasan | Saudi Arabia
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Rahul Sachdev | India
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Hare in the Storm
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Amidst a billowing snowstorm in the remote mountains of Norway, a lone mountain hare stands resilient 2558 Auewlill dzdall yolic dgalon & Tralo Tams Gl (531 sl iy sl ol Jl> §8sclaio d
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resilience and perseverance shine through, qualities which are ever-present in hares. = = -

Guardian of the Wild

A female puma rests in silhouette, her muscular form outlined by the sun’s rays in Torres del Paine, Chile.
She sits upright like a sphinx, surveying her domain as the region’s apex predator, shaping the ecosystem
by controlling the herbivore population. Once hunted due to their threat to livestock, pumas have made
a remarkable recovery thanks to Chile’s 1980 hunting ban and the collaborative efforts of ranchers,

ecotourism, and the government.

Sunita Mandal | United States of America
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Shrikanth Raju | India

Phantom in the Water

A boy hovers in the waters of Banganga Tank, Mumbai, with his head just above the surface, his intense
gaze fixed upwards. Wet handprints on the stone edge add an unsettling, ghostly presence, as though
marking where he last emerged. The stark contrast between the boy’s dark form and the water creates
a mysterious, almost haunting atmosphere that hints at the depths below and the unseen worlds they

conceal.
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Maria Sakson | Russian Federation

Embracing Diversity

Steeven stands confidently, his body partially wrapped in his arms, displaying the intricate patterns of
vitiligo on his skin. The contrast of light and shadow accentuates the symmetrical patches on his face and
arms, giving them a sculptural quality. His steady gaze and poised posture reflect both confidence and
vulnerability, a testament to the beauty of his distinctive appearance. Once self-conscious about his skin,
Steeven now embraces it, using his uniqueness to build a successful career as a model across the USA

and Europe.
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Nishant Upadhyay | India

Treeman

In the misty calm of a winter morning near Kamalpur, Chandauli, India, a man heads home after a night
of agricultural work, balancing a bucket on his head. The perspective of the shot creates an illusion,
making it appear as though he is carrying the towering tree behind him. His quiet journey through the fog
symbolises the daily efforts of farmers who work tirelessly to nurture the land and sustain life. Though
often overlooked, the contributions of these unsung heroes are vital to protecting and preserving our
environment.
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Daily Rush

During a morning walk, a group of village women are hard at work deepening a lake as part of a government
initiative to improve rainwater storage during the monsoon season. One woman, seen hurrying towards
the group, seemed to be late for work, her silhouette framed by the trees above. This moment of urgency
and determination displays the collective effort of these women, who come together to enhance their
community through this vital project.

Satya Manidhar Vegi | India
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Doaa Adel Ahmed Mohamed | Egypt Subhran Karmakar | India
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perched on the steps, watching with quiet contentment, while another man, fresh from a fishing session,

stands nearby.
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Anthony Barlan | Philippines
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Shadows of Resilience

Amid the sprawling desolation of an urban slum, a young boy stands silhouetted against the rising sun,
his small frame casting a long shadow across the debris-strewn ground. With a tattered sack slung over
his shoulder, he carefully sifts through waste, collecting recyclables to help support his family. Yet, his
dreams stretch far beyond mere survival as he yearns for an education, clean parks, and a stable home -
worlds away from the refuse-filled maze he navigates daily. His unwavering spirit stands as a testament to
resilience, where hope triumphs despite the unforgiving reality.
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Famine in Gaza

Crowds of desperate hands reach over a concrete barrier, clutching empty pots and pans as children and
adults alike strain forward, their faces etched with exhaustion and hunger. In the war-torn Gaza Strip, where
tens of thousands have sought refuge from relentless attacks, food and water have become increasingly
scarce. Volunteers cook over firewood, distributing meals to the displaced, but the overwhelming need far
exceeds what can be provided. With the war exacerbating an already dire humanitarian crisis, international
efforts to open aid corridors remain crucial, yet the situation grows more desperate with each passing day.

Abdelrahman Zaqout | Palestinian Territory
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Solayman Hossain | Bangladesh
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Polo Bawa

The Polo Bawa festival is a cherished tradition in Bangladesh, bringing together hundreds of fishermen
and locals in a lively celebration. Held in late winter when water levels are low, participants gather in knee-
deep water with bamboo fish traps called 'polo". Traditionally announced by ringing oil tins, the festival
prompts villagers to prepare by buying new traps. At the signal, everyone leaps into the water, creating a
festive atmosphere. While it is fading in many areas, the Pabna region continues to uphold this celebration
of heritage and community.
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Beno Saradzic | Slovenia

Steel Colossus

A lone worker stands small against the towering blast furnace, surrounded by a dense network of pipes
and machinery. The rough surface of the furnace, with its intricate tangle of tubes and gauges, creates a
maze-like structure that is visually dominating. Bright light from the furnace’s core casts a stark glow at
its base, while the rest of the space remains submerged in heavy shadows. The industrial grandeur of the
steel mill, with its monumental complexity, evokes the feel of an otherworldly labyrinth, further enhancing
the sense of scale and power within this steel behemoth.
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Atul Kumar Yadav | India

Bridging the Divide

A young lady’s face appears normal up to her eyebrows, but where her forehead should be, a lush tree
crown spreads outward, creating a surreal fusion of human and nature. The striking imagery evokes various
interpretations— perhaps a reflection of our connection to the environment or a metaphor for growth and
transformation. The dreamlike aesthetic provokes thought, leaving a lasting impression about the intricate
relationship between humanity and the natural world.
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Dani Tribesman

A man from the Dani tribe stands proudly beneath a sky of dramatic clouds, wearing a traditional
headdress made of grass and white feathers. The Dani, who inhabit the Baliem Valley in Papua, Indonesia,
are renowned for their deep connection to the highlands and their commitment to preserving ancient
customs. With a total population of around 100,000 people, they are one of the most prominent ethnic
groups in the region, drawing visitors and tourists from across the globe. The tribesman’s attire embodies
centuries of cultural heritage, standing resilient amid the pressures of modernity.

Hariandi Hafid | Indonesia
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Abdulla Al Moaden | Qatar

Strength in the Pack gebill § 593l
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Predator and People

In regions such as Kalimantan and Sumatra in Indonesia, saltwater crocodiles, among the largest predators
in tropical waters, coexist with humans in a delicate balance. These powerful reptiles inhabit coastal areas,
large rivers, and estuaries, hunting aquatic prey such as fish. Despite their potential danger to local
communities, they have lived alongside each other for centuries, learning to reduce conflict by respecting
behaviours and taking precautions to avoid direct encounters. Additionally, many cultural beliefs and
myths also surround crocodiles, who are viewed as vital to the local ecosystem.
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Ganjar Mustika | Indonesia
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Sourav Das | India

Endangered Childhood

A young girl, covered in coal dust, stands amid the smoke and desolation of the Jharia coal mines, her
face etched with the exhaustion of child labour. In Jharkhand, India, children like her toil in dangerous,
unregulated conditions, exposed to severe health hazards such as chronic respiratory illnesses and physical
injuries. Deprived of education, they remain trapped in a relentless cycle of poverty. Despite efforts by
organisations like Bachpan Bachao Andolan (BBA) and Save the Children, the struggle to end child labour
in these informal sectors persists.
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Innocent Eyes

The young boy’s wide, expressive eyes speak volumes as he clings tightly to his father’s hand. In the biting
cold of a remote village in Jammu and Kashmir, his gaze reveals a mix of fear, curiosity, and longing. The
harsh winter has left its mark on his rosy, wind-chapped cheeks, while his father’s weathered hand offers
warmth and protection. It is a powerful moment that captures both the tenderness between father and
son and the child’s quiet resolve in such a harsh environment.

Sultan Al-Aamri | Sultanate of Oman
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Md Ariful Islam | Bangladesh

Festival of Nets

Polo is a traditional fishing festival celebrated annually in various regions around Bangladesh. Thousands
of villagers congregate to participate in this event, using a special fishing trap, the 'polo' Early in the
morning, people walk in long rows en route to the water to catch fish. The festival, which is deeply rooted in
local culture and customs, fosters a strong sense of community as participants join in the shared tradition
of fishing and celebrating the abundance and blessings of the waters.

il ologo

0 Il gandy 4idg iyl clail ez § bl Gblia § st 4 Jarn] clawl spal (S35 olasge oo ols:
dysb Bgaw 3 Goldl spe oSWl Zleall § gloy" st deols Ao Brsan Cosiice wbasdl lin 3 &Lall Gagsall
Lol dlonall @lslally &8L81 3 diasiall 0393 opudy SH elosaall 13m 3525 losl apua) sleall Ul painsh &
LazSs olsall Brd0; Jlazsly yiiuall spuall 24lis § oo5Lall puiy Cug goiznally o

The Last Hunters

Two Bushmen stand atop a red sand dune, bows ready, as if preparing for a hunt. These descendants of
South Africa’s first people strive to preserve their ancient way of life on the southern edges of the Kalahari
Desert, where only a small group remains. Once living in harmony with the land, their survival now depends
on selling handmade crafts to tourists and sharing their stories with those willing to listen. As outsider
influences threaten their traditions, they hold on, offering a glimpse into a fading culture that has endured
for thousands of years.

Ferdinand Veer | South Africa
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Indradeep Patra | India

Urban Flow

A glimpse into Kolkata’s vibrant streets captures a moment of stillness amidst the city’s usual bustle. On
the left, a rickshaw puller takes a break, his vehicle resting in the shade of a narrow alleyway, while he leans
forward in quiet repose. To the right, an elderly man sits thoughtfully on the steps of a nearby building, lost
in contemplation. This juxtaposition of labour and introspection reveals calm moments that exist within
the chaos of city life.
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Carrying Firewood

In China’s Liangshan Prefecture, a man sits beneath the immense weight of firewood, showcasing a
traditional method of carrying that has been practised for generations. This ancient skill, vital for survival,
highlights the community’s deep connection to their natural surroundings and the resourcefulness passed
down through time. Each bundle of firewood represents not only the essential fuel for daily life but also
the strength and endurance of the people who maintain this practise as part of their cultural heritage.

Sisong Yang | China
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WINNERS

1st WINNER

Rahul Sachdev | India

2nd WINNER

Yomn Almonla | Saudi Arabia

3rd WINNER

Ahmed Al Housni | Sultanate of Oman
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1st WINNER

Rahul Sachdev | India
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Resilience
In the golden light of dawn, a Southern White Rhino stands underneath the trees in the
Solio Game Reserve, Kenya. Rays of sunlight pierce through the canopy of trees, casting
a warm glow on its powerful silhouette. The tranquil scene offers a glimpse of a simpler,
more harmonious time in nature, where this magnificent creature roamed freely, away from
the threats posed by humans. Surrounded by the lush forest, the rhino stands resilient in

the ongoing struggle against human greed and habitat loss.
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2nd WINNER

Yomn Almonla | Saudi Arabia

Flames of Heritage

In a whirlwind of motion, riders and horses surge forward as flames erupt from raised rifles, cutting
through the twilight sky. This dynamic moment of Tbourida captures the raw power and precision of
tradition, where the thunder of hooves and crack of gunfire echo across the land. Fiery trails illuminate the
riders as they charge through the fading light, suspended between dusk and dawn. Both horse and rider
become one with centuries of history, merging the past with the present in a spectacle of unmatched skill,
bravery, and the untamed spirit of the desert.
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3rd WINNER

Ahmed Al Housni | Sultanate of Oman

The Escape

A chaotic scene unfolds during a camel race in the Wilayat of Bidiya of the Sultanate of Oman. As a camel
veers off the racetrack, the cameleer struggles to regain control, sending dust swirling into the air. Among
the crowd, a young girl attempts to escape the approaching camel while screaming for help, but despite the
panic, no one seems to notice her plight. In a moment of skill and bravery, the cameleer manages to redirect
the camel back to the race path, ensuring the girl’s safety, and pausing his competition to check on her well-
being.
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Henry Jr. Doctolero | Philippines

Colours of Gajan

The annual Gajan festival features a young devotee, painted in blue, standing against a curtain backdrop,
embodying the vibrant spirit of celebration. Participants adorn themselves to express devotion to deities,
especially Lord Shiva or Lord Krishna. Celebrated by the Indian community in Davao City, Philippines,
this colourful festival is marked by elaborate costumes, theatrical performances, and lively dances, with
children often portraying iconic figures. The respect and participation from non-Hindus in the community
add a unique dimension to the celebration, showcasing tolerance and coexistence.
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Pheasant

A close-up of a pheasant reveals a striking heart-shaped patch of scarlet skin encircling its eye. The rich
red texture contrasts dramatically with the bird’s dark feathers and luminous eye, drawing attention to this
captivating detail. The heart shape, which subtly changes with the bird’s movements, is a reminder of the
hidden beauty often missed in nature’s intricate designs. With a shift in perspective, even the most familiar
creatures reveal new, extraordinary wonders.

Dileep Sasidharan Sobhanakumari | India
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Abdelrahman Zaqout | Palestinian Territory

Faith Amidst Rubble

Palestinians gather to perform Friday prayers among the rubble of Al-Farouq Mosque in Rafah, southern
Gaza Strip, following its destruction in an Israeli airstrike on March 1, 2024. Remnants of the mosque's
dome lie scattered among the debris, a harsh reminder of faith amidst the rubble of war. The mosque is
one of around 1,000 that have been completely or partially destroyed out of approximately 1,250 mosques
in the strip during the first 10 months of the Gaza war, which began in 2023. The devastation also
extends beyond places of worship, with 150,000 housing units completely destroyed, 80,000 rendered
uninhabitable, and 200,000 partially damaged in the conflict.
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Solitude and Flock

A person dressed in blue sits on an open expanse, surrounded by a large flock of pigeons. The ground
stretches out, stark and empty, contrasting with the gathered birds. As the person is enveloped by the
flock in a quiet, an intimate moment is created despite the number of birds in motion. Additionally, a sense
of calmness is evident, where human and nature coexist in a shared, peaceful space to go with the tranquil
atmosphere created by the movement of the birds.

Hussain Alabdullatif | Saudi Arabia
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Claudiu Oros | Romania
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Echoes of Ceahlau

Amidst the stunning beauty of Ceahlau Mountain, the golden hour casts a warm glow over the snow-
covered landscape. The highest peak, Ocolasul Mare, rises majestically as mist swirls around the rocky
outcrops. A chamois navigates the terrain, creating a striking silhouette against the ethereal backdrop of
golden clouds. The contrast between the cool blue tones of the snow and the vibrant warmth of the light
captures the essence of winter’s serenity. As the wind whistles through the trees, the tranquil atmosphere
invites a moment of reflection on nature’s untouched beauty.
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Guardian of the Herd

A buffalo shepherd guides his herd through the tranquil waters of Kayseri, Tiirkiye, silhouetted against the
warm glow of the setting sun. Water buffalo, integral to the local culture in Tiirkiye, provide a sustainable
source of milk and dairy products while playing a vital role in maintaining nutrient-rich soil and biodiversity.
Their adaptability and low carbon footprint also emphasise their importance in sustainable agriculture,
serving as a reminder of the rich heritage and agricultural practices that continue to shape the region.

Kimia Shad | Iran
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Avishek Das | India

A Holi Celebration Sop ologo
Hindu devotees and tourists immerse themselves in vibrant celebration at the Radharani Temple in Zledls dpopsigll &.;l,pJI&L;{i iz Ul Hlaseall 3 U 5sle b 8 blasly aze 3 ple JS oo olasger Jlaisl pla

ll:la:nigaon dur:cng Ithe I-lcl')‘l|tfestlva'lc.hCI:ucti.s olf coloured 2?\/.vderts, l_(rnhovxllcn :s Glulal,kflllt;he afr, Trefatlng a di ol |‘3 2ol puS)liiall Sl elsg di Jisé ool g | Golall s I);ﬁ.&La{JI > e
aleidoscope of colours that cover the festival's eager participants. The festival marks the arrival of spring o . I e ) . & .
| lai>| alds i)l dslsl b olsgall [ Lasl Glof3l olosges dios I [P OledIb i

and symbolizes the divine love of the Hindu symbols of Radha and Krishna. gas) Json: ¢ :9 gl 25 A S oeb o i Lo olofal ol o J &> Lo sms wlolilhy id

abs] > o il 598 Lle sl (598 Hlasil Juiad dils 0y oS Ll sSo oly dewgrigl daf3l 00559 candl U Jons

Jlazsdl dld § ol

Colours of Recycling

In Brahmanbaria, Bangladesh, a young man is deeply engaged in the vital task of plastic recycling.
Surrounded by a vast array of discarded items—buckets, baskets, bottles, and trays—he meticulously
sorts them, ensuring proper recycling and reuse. The vibrant colours of the plastic contrast with the
overwhelming scale of the work, highlighting his dedication to clearing waste from the streets and
promoting sustainability. It also illustrates the power of individual action in tackling environmental
challenges, offering hope for a cleaner, more sustainable future.

Md Saiful Islam | Bangladesh
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Bernardo Sierra | Colombia

Crowned Woodnymph

Perched gracefully on a vivid plant, a crowned woodnymph displays its iridescent green and violet feathers
in Dagua, Valle del Cauca, Colombia. The South American nation, known for its rich biodiversity, is home
to approximately 150 of the world’s 350 hummingbird species. Birds such as the crowned woodnymph
play a vital role in pollination, their unique wing rotation allowing them to hover as they collect nectar. It is
also a member of the Trochilidae family which inhabits tropical forests across Central and South America,
contributing to the ecological balance through its delicate yet essential interactions with nature.
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Art of the Sea

In the heart of Ezbet al-Borg, Damietta, Egypt, a shipbuilder carefully applies vivid paint to a new vessel,
perched on a narrow wooden ladder. His paint-stained hands and focused expression tell the story of
generations mastering this craft, with the town producing 65% of Egypt’s fishing fleet. Each ship is more
than a vessel—it is a work of art, brought to life with colours that reflect the dreams and ambition of its
maker. In Ezbet al-Borg, the legacy of shipbuilding runs deep, with each creation embodying the spirit and
pride of the community.

|

Waad Abdelrady | Egypt
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Shunsaku Kamide | Japan

The Big Bang

A close-up of a frogfish’s eye reveals a universe of colour hidden within. Soft purples and pinks encircle
the dark pupil, where vibrant greens, reds, and yellows seem to swirl like galaxies in the cosmos. The
shimmering hues evoke the image of the Big Bang, as if the entire ocean’s spectrum is contained in
this tiny world. Though the fish remains still, its eye holds a vivid underwater realm, separate from the
surrounding sea and the mysteries within it.
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Paper Nautilus in Peril

A delicate paper nautilus drifts near the ocean’s surface, attached to a plastic bottle cap. The small female,
identifiable by her translucent shell, clings to this piece of debris—an unfortunate reminder of plastic
pollution in the sea. The vibrant red and blue colours create an ethereal effect, as if the nautilus swims
through a cosmic nebula. The contrast between the natural beauty of the marine creature and the bottle
cap it holds reflects the growing and unfortunate presence of human waste in the ocean.

Giancarlo Mazarese | Italy
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Soaring Parade

A formation of aircraft soars in perfect unison through the narrow gap between towering buildings, set
against a backdrop of a bright blue sky streaked with clouds. Below, an imposing metallic sculpture stands
tall, its angular form mirroring the precision and power of the planes above. The aircraft, part of a rehearsal
for Moscow's Victory Day parade, cut through the air in a disciplined display of strength and coordination.
The closeness of the man-made structures and soaring machines creates a powerful sense of modernity

and progress, framed by the looming cityscape.

250

Pelagiya Tihonova | Russian Federation
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ZigZag

In urban landscapes, geometry shapes the backdrop for everyday life, blending the lines between structure
and spontaneity. The interplay of bold, graphic patterns—like lines, shapes, shadows, and textures—adds
both opulence and minimalism. Each season and time of day brings new light and shadows, crafting its
own geometric story. This contrast between man-made forms and the unpredictability of life brings order
to the chaos. When a figure appears within this urban order, like a person in motion, the balance between
structured geometry and the unpolished energy of life is strikingly beautiful.

Vedran Sminderovac | Croatia
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Hadi Pour | Iran

Labyrinth Puzzle
In a park in Lahijan, Iran, lies 'The Mystery of the Labyrinth', a vibrant green maze that challenges visitors

to navigate its many paths. Originally designed by a geology graduate passionate about enhancing natural
infrastructure, the labyrinth is part of a larger collection featuring diverse plant and bird species. The park
also includes sports fields, greenhouses, family cottages made from natural materials, and a swimming
pool, creating an engaging environment for tourists and nature enthusiasts alike.
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Sleeping Giants

Under the shade of a dense, ancient forest, a herd of elephants finds rest at the edge where the lush green
wilderness meets an open meadow. A mother elephant lies down alongside her calf, a show of tender care.
The textured hides of the older elephants tell the story of decades spent navigating this forest, while
the young calf nestles close for comfort. A deep bond exists within the herd, set against the contrasting
backdrops of thick woodland and open grassland.

K A Dhanuparan | India
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Saman Khodayari | Iran

Guardians of an Ancient Breed

The Kurdish horse, a rare and significant breed in Iran, has deep roots in the region’s history. Once vital
for transporting Kurdish tribes and nomads, these horses also played key roles in historical battles,
ceremonies, and traditional weddings. Today, horse breeding remains a livelihood for many in Kurdistan,
where the horses are trained for races, which remain popular cultural events in the province. Ehsan,
a passionate breeder, dedicates his time to training these majestic animals in the region's plains and
mountains. He hopes to establish a horse-riding club to help preserve this endangered breed and ensure
its survival for future generations.
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Timeless Charm

In the narrow, winding alleys of the Medina of Tétouan, Morocco, a young boy juggles his ball, immersed in
play. The rhythmic bounce echoes through time-worn cobblestones, blending with the atmosphere of the
ancient city. In a fleeting moment, the ball he skillfully juggles appears to merge with his face, forming a
surreal sight. The vibrant yellow of the ball stands out against the historic walls, adding a splash of colour
to the setting. The boy, unaware of the magic unfolding, continues his game, absorbed in the innocent joy
of play, while the ancient Medina quietly embraces this moment as part of its ageless charm.

Nicola Fioravanti | Italy
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Shahriar Amin Fahim | Bangladesh

Faith for Safety
During the Bishwa ljtema, an annual Muslim gathering in Tongi, Bangladesh, millions of devotees gather

for the final prayer, known as 'Akheri Monajat' The event, which celebrates Muslim unity and values,
attracts around five million pilgrims, making it one of the largest peaceful gatherings in the world. After
the prayers, many face severe transportation shortages, leading some to take extreme risks, like travelling
on overcrowded trains. An elderly man sits precariously on the manual loco coupling between two train
bogeys, a testament to the desperate measures many must take to return home, relying on faith for their

safety.
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Death Route

A group of migrants, wearing bright orange life vests, crowd onto a small dinghy, preparing to cross the
treacherous English Channel from Gravelines, near Dunkirk. In the foreground, others wade through the
chilly waters, waving as they approach the boat. Many of these migrants have fled conflict and disaster
and endured years of perilous journeys across multiple countries, ultimately arriving at the French coast.
With little more than a flimsy boat with a fragile engine, they risk their lives for a chance to reach Britain,
seeking safety and a fresh start, despite the ever-present dangers.

Sameer Al-Doumy | France
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Myat Zaw Hein | Myanmar

Embers of Survival sl ja>
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Leap of Faith

Under the cover of darkness, a father leaps through flames with his child clinging to him, as they take part
in a traditional practise during the Kichchu Haisodu festival in Karnataka, India. Around them, burning
haystacks create an atmosphere of both danger and reverence. This custom, rooted in local traditions,
is thought to provide protection and purification. Participants trust that the fire wards off evil spirits
and brings health to their cattle. While the practise may seem dangerous to outsiders, it holds great
significance for those who participate in it.

Mousumi Sarkar | India
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Phan Thu | Vietnam

Through the Withered Grass

An aerial view captures two boats navigating through a field of lepironia articulata grass in Southern
Vietnam. This resilient grass has long played a crucial role in local craftsmanship, often used to create
practical and durable baskets, mats, and roofs. In recent years, the global demand for eco-friendly materials
has elevated this humble grass, particularly in European and American markets, where it has found new
purpose as a natural straw in the food industry. The growing export market for lepironia articulata has also
significantly boosted the economic prosperity of local farmers.
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Casting at Sunrise

The calm waters near the Thu Bon River estuary in Vietnam create a mesmerising image as a fisherman
casts his giant net at dawn. With over 226,000 square kilometres of water, Vietnam’s fishing traditions
thrive alongside its modern seafood industry. The vibrant waters of the Thu Bdn River reflect the sky,
resembling the strokes of a watercolour painting, while the giant fishing net sways gracefully. This
moment, where ancient artisanal fishing practises meet the beauty of a new day, showcases Vietnam's
enduring maritime culture.

Sarah Wouters | Netherlands
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Min Li | Canada
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Oryx in the Dunes

An oryx stands atop a sand dune in the Namib Desert, illuminated by a shaft of light following rare rainfall.
The calm animal gazes back, framed by the stark contrast of dark shadows and golden sands. Known for its
striking coat, the oryx features a snow-white body with brown accents and prominent black markings. Both
male and female possess long, ringed horns that serve as both defensive weapons and tools for asserting
dominance. As herbivores, these resilient animals forage for grass, leaves, and tubers, utilising their strong
limbs to reach roots when food is scarce, thus being able to thrive in this extreme environment.
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Wanderers

A caravan of camels and their guides traverse the sands of a vast desert landscape, with striking rock
formations towering in the background. This scene captures the essence of traditional nomadic life, where
people rely on camels for transportation across harsh terrains. The warm sunlight casts long shadows,
enhancing the undulating curves of the dunes, which rise and fall in stark contrast to the rugged cliffs
standing resolute against the sky. This journey represents not just a passage through the desert but a
connection to an enduring heritage deeply rooted in the arid landscapes of the region.

Oussama Hamdi | Algeria
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Nguyen Manh Ngoc | Germany

Autumn's Quiet Path

An aerial view captures a peaceful village path in Germany, winding through vibrant green fields. Yellowing
trees with autumn foliage create a striking contrast against the lush greenery. A lone figure with a red
umbrella walks along the path, adding a vivid focal point to the serene landscape. The neat symmetry of
the fields, the orderly lines of crops, and the quiet beauty of the scene evoke a sense of calm solitude as
nature transitions between seasons.
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Endless Devotion

Amidst vibrant green tobacco leaves, a mother carries her child through the fields, gently framed
by nature's lush surroundings. The child’s embrace reflects the profound bond between mother and
child, forged through love and sacrifice. Mothers are often the unsung heroes, whose endless devotion
shapes lives - caring for, nurturing, and guiding their children through every phase of life. Though their
contributions may be invisible to the world, their impact is immeasurable.

Juliadin Kuswara | Indonesia

J9dxo 219[6.'-‘

b bana § Lamgsa el 8l elyasl 2l sl 9o elpucndl Joial e lgsehs oo Lolibs dlol> dnall ?‘sl;ﬁ,‘.:
593 Olgadl amli dmadlly ol Lle poiy (silly lalibny a3l gany (s3Il Gpasll bl Jihal) 31 plais] uSsy S5
& JGb aezstlly Gyl Ho3al Cu ili5 amliay 3 Sl lgsilis Jusiy Mlabl slog slug dmpbs Ji$5 § Ashal
copbad ¥ Olanluall oin 556 o Y BreS)l alonlse oo Jiky 43 el ol oo pisll Gleg 8Ll Jolio o Aspo JS

265



Mohammed Alkuwari | Qatar

Unforgiving

In the heart of the Masai Mara National Reserve, a brutal scene unfolds as crocodiles tear into a zebra
during its fateful attempt to cross the Mara River. The pregnant mother, unaware of the deadly predators
lurking beneath the surface, falls victim to their powerful jaws. In a grim twist of nature, one crocodile
extracts the unborn foal from the zebra’s belly, devouring it alongside the mother. The river, a lifeline during
migration, becomes a battleground for survival, where mercy is absent and predators reign supreme.
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Duty in the Cold

During the harsh northern winters of China, and near the Mongolian border, a wolf treads through the
snow, gripping its prey - a frozen hare - firmly in its jaws. The unforgiving landscape, where temperatures
often plummet to -30 degrees Celsius, serves as a backdrop to the wolf's remarkable sense of duty. Far
from the safety of its den, the creature is on a mission to feed its elders, exemplifying its devotion to family.
In many cultures, wolves are revered for their courage, intelligence, and loyalty - symbolised beautifully in
this scene of filial duty.

Fahad Alenezi | Kuwait
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Karim lliya | United States of America

Volcano Watcher

The raw power of a volcanic eruption is captured on the rugged landscape of Iceland. A fiery plume of
molten lava erupts against the twilight sky, spilling its glowing contents across the terrain. A lone figure,
camera in hand, stands in awe, documenting the majesty of the earth’s violent yet mesmerising display.
Volcanic activity, often associated with destruction, also brings creation, forging new land and reshaping
the landscape. These natural wonders not only dominate our planet but also exist across the cosmos, a
stark reminder of the immense forces that shape life itself.
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Volcanic Awakening

After weeks of seismic activity, an eruption began in July 2023 within the Fagradalsfjall volcanic system
near Litli-Hratur, just 11 months after the previous one. A 900-metre fissure opened, releasing a stream
of lava that formed a spectacular river of fire. This formidable yet mesmerising eruption drew adventurers
and onlookers from around the world. The glowing lava flow, set against the dim evening sky, created an
awe-inspiring scene of raw natural power. The demanding five-hour hike to witness this phenomenon
provided a rare glimpse into the ever-changing, untamed beauty of Iceland’s volcanic landscape.

Xiaoying Shi | China
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Esra Biirgiin | Tiirkiye

Shepherd ol
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Tbourida

Tbourida, a centuries-old Moroccan equestrian tradition, showcases the bravery and skill of riders, dating
back to the 15th century. Celebrated across Morocco during national, religious, and festive occasions, it
involves a ceremonial display of precision and control. Dressed in traditional uniforms, squadrons of knights
ride in perfect formation, firing rifles in unison as their horses gallop, creating a breathtaking spectacle.
This dramatic display, rich in cultural symbolism, is a testament to Morocco’s equestrian heritage and was
recognised by UNESCO as an Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Oday Shanshal | Iraq
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Arindam Saha | India

Jackal in the Mist bl § ol ol
On a misty January morning in Bharatpur, Rajasthan, India, a lone jackal crosses a dirt road, surrounded by Wl laysb Taemg (sol ol Olows ey xighl 8 Olianlys ossiblas dissas 839l 398 3olis sgd Pl'li ol @ ules o &
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quiet scene of the jackal in its natural habitat.

Gaze of the Terai

In the heart of the Terai forests, a lone spotted deer pauses, framed by the golden light filtering through
towering Sal trees. The forest feels like a natural studio, with sunlight painting the earth in warm amber
hues. The deer, almost sculpted from the light, stands like a mythical figure, casting a gaze that bridges the
wild and the human observer. In that fleeting moment, the quiet beauty of nature speaks, entrusting the
viewer with the task of capturing its magic and sharing its whispers with the world.

Sai Kiran Bhagavatula | India
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Ciaran Willmore | Ireland

Soaring

A rain shower sweeps across the distant cliffs of Kalsoy, Faroe Islands, as beams of sunlight pierce through
the thick clouds above. A lone bird soars gracefully amid the shifting weather, highlighting the stark beauty
of nature. The interplay between the dark storm clouds, sunlight, and the rugged cliffs create an ethereal
atmosphere, enhanced by the fleeting moment of serenity in motion. The dramatic and changeable
weather of the Faroe Islands contributes to an unexpected yet memorable experience.
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Golden Peaks of Sarawat

As the sun sets over the Sarawat Mountains, light breaks through the remnants of a heavy rainstorm,
casting a stunning glow across the rugged landscape. The range, part of the Hijaz Mountains in the
Arabian Peninsula, stretches from Taif in Saudi Arabia to the Gulf of Aden, running parallel to the Red
Sea’s eastern coast. Encompassing the mountains of Fifa, Asir, and Taif, the Sarawat extends into both
North and South Yemen. The breathtaking view captures the majesty of the region, where ancient peaks
meet the vast sky in a striking interplay of light and shadow.

Abdulrahman Al Malki | Saudi Arabia
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Rahat Bin Mustafiz | Bangladesh

Reflections of a Dream

In Bera, Pabna, Bangladesh, two horses graze near a pond, their reflections transformed into an enchanting
vision. The water, mirroring a vivid blue sky, creates the illusion of a surreal world where the horses appear
to walk in the heavens. Floating flowers, seemingly suspended in mid-air, add a whimsical touch to the
scene. By focusing solely on the water’s reflection and inverting the image, the ordinary landscape morphs
into a fantastical realm, blurring the boundary between imagination and reality, evoking a sense of serene

dreaminess.
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Clash of Instincts

A tender moment unfolds as a kestrel feeds its chick, the young bird eagerly opening its beak in
anticipation. The intimate scene captures the kestrel bird’s dual role as both a fierce hunter and a caring
parent, balancing survival with nurturing. The interaction further highlights the natural balance between
strength and vulnerability, where the kestrel sustains its offspring and contributes to the ongoing cycle of
life while maintaining the harmony of the ecosystem.

Sherif Ahmed | Egypt
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Ravikanth Kurma | India

Golden Shores

As the sun sinks low over Kesanapalli Beach in Andhra Pradesh, India, a father walks with his children along
the shoreline, bathed in the fleeting light. The sun’s reflection stretches across the wet sand like molten
gold, sharply contrasting with the cool blue waves rolling in. This rare phenomenon, when the setting sun
paints the beach in such vivid tones, lasts only a few weeks each year, making it all the more captivating.
It is a moment of both natural wonder and quiet family time, framed by the beauty of the Indian coastline.
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Whispers of the Sea

From an elevated view of Xiapu, Fujian Province, China, the meeting of sea and shore is captured in exquisite
detail. Idyllic sands stretch beneath a gentle tide, with vivid waterlines weaving through the beach. The
bright turquoise sea curves like a soft ribbon, its rhythmic waves caressing the earth with a sense of calm.
Two small figures, working along the shore, stand near vibrant green sails, adding a splash of colour to
the serene landscape, where nature’s steady pulse washes over the land, offering peace and tranquility.

Congtao Huang | China
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There are many passionate people within
the photography industry who are dedicated
and relentless in their pursuit for excellence.
These people offer their services and
expertise without expecting a return on their
efforts and therefore form a vital part of the
photographic community.

The ‘Photography Appreciation Award’ is
a special category for a person or group
who has shown long-standing commitment
to enhancing the art of photography. By
awarding the recipient, HIPA hopes to give
back a small amount of the respect and
appreciation they deserve.
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James “Jimmy” Philip Nelson | netherlands

Jimmy Nelson was born in Sevenoaks, England (1967). Due to
his father’s work as a geologist, he traveled extensively in remote
parts of Africa, the Americas, where he formed lasting bonds
with indigenous communities. However, his idyllic childhood was
disrupted when he attended a British boarding school, leading to
feelings of isolation and trauma.

When he was seventeen, Jimmy faced a significant turning point
when he developed Alopecia Totalis, an autoimmune condition that
left him completely hairless. This experience deepened his emotional
scars and made him feel vulnerable and disconnected. In search of
meaning, he journeyed to Tibet with a Zenit B camera, a gift from
his father. What started as an escape turned into a transformative
journey of discovery through photography, finding solace and
allowing him to reconnect with the kindness of humanity he had
lost faith in. Through the lens, he began to see people as reflections
of the generosity and warmth he longed for.

Photography became his means of depicting the beauty and
resilience of human beings, restoring his faith in humanity. Over the
years, Jimmy has travelled to some of the most remote corners of the
planet, documenting diverse cultures with respect and admiration.
His work emphasises the beauty, diversity, and authenticity of
human experiences. With meticulous attention to detail, Nelson’s
images are shaped by a pursuit of harmony in composition, colour,
and natural light.

© Settimio Benedusi

Since his first internationally recognised photographs of Tibet
nearly 30 years ago, Jimmy has published several important
photography books, including Before They Pass Away (2013)
and Homage to Humanity (2018). Over the years, he has visited
countless indigenous communities around the world, fostering
reciprocal projects through the Jimmy Nelson Foundation. In 2022,
he released Between the Sea and the Sky, which pays homage to
the traditional cultures of the Netherlands, his adopted homeland.

Currently, Jimmy is working on a new project in Central Asia and the
Middle East, focusing on celebrating the rich, yet often overlooked,
cultural heritages. This project aims to fill a gap in his legacy, titled
The Canvas of Humanity - a living tapestry of stories dedicated
to promoting global unity worldwide. Through this exploration, he
continues his mission to honour the diverse cultures that shape our
world.

Jimmy Nelson’s art is showcased in galleries, museums, and private
collections worldwide, inspiring a deeper appreciation for the
diversity for human cultures and bridging gaps between them.
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James “Jimmy” Philip Nelson | Netherlands Photography Appreciation Award
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Service to photography is not limited to
taking stunning photographs, but extends
to editors, publishers, bloggers, researchers,
inventors, promoters and all print and digital
content creators that have had a positive
impact on the industry and helped shape it
to what it is today.
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Salma Ali AIsuwaidi I United Arab Emirates

Salma Ali Al Suwaidi, a passionate wildlife photographer from the
United Arab Emirates, began her journey in 2008 with a deep focus
on bird photography. Her dedication to capturing the intricate
beauty of birdlife has earned her membership in prestigious
organisations such as the International Federation of Photographic
Art (FIAP) and the Union of Arab Photographers (UAP). Her talent
has been recognised with numerous awards, including a prestigious
gold medal in the 2011 FIAP Emirates Photography Competition in
the ‘Arab Image’ category.

An avid birdwatcher, Salma’s expertise extends beyond photography.
She has authored and photographed the book ‘Common Birds and
Their Nests in the United Arab Emirates’, a monumental project
which took her 14 years to complete. H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE,
commended her dedication in the book’s introduction, celebrating
her passion for documenting the natural world. To complete this
work, Salma travelled across all the seven emirates, including
challenging locations, to photograph and study bird species in their
natural habitats.

Salma's commitment extends to the global birdwatching community,
where she has contributed over 300 bird species to her eBird
checklists, ranking among the top 100 eBirders in the UAE.

Despite physical challenges, Salma navigates demanding
environments with heavy equipment, showcasing remarkable
perseverance - exploring remote and difficult environments to
document birds' life cycles, from eggs to fledging. She aims to
raise environmental awareness through her work, highlighting the
importance of conservation. Her future plans include publishing
more books on the UAE's wildlife, with a vision to inspire others to
appreciate and protect nature.
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Salma Ali Alsuwaidi | United Arab Emirates Photography Content Creator Award
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The ‘HIPA Photographer of the Year’ created
to honour one outstanding photographer, who
has accomplished exceptional photographic
achievements over twelve consecutive months.
This award acknowledges a year enriched with
extraordinary visual imagery and photographic
projects of exceptional value

293



294

HIPA
PHOTOGRAPHER
OF THE YEAR
AWARD

Samy Al Olabi I Syrian Arab Republic

Samy Al Olabi’s passions for astronomy, art, and adventure from
childhood, have shaped him into one of the most prominent
photographers of the night sky, stars, and nature in the Middle
East. His fascination with the natural world and the cosmos drives
him to capture the beauty of stars from the darkest corners of the
Arabian Peninsula. His work has been published in over 80 local
and international media outlets, including National Geographic, The
Telegraph, BBC, and PetaPixel.

Samy’s innovative approach to photography blends abstraction,
miniatures, and astrophotography through a complex and lengthy
process of focal stacking, exposure stacking, and star stacking. This
technique results in breathtaking images that have gained global
acclaim. His notable projects, ‘Nowhere Land’ and ‘The Heavens and
Earth - A Journey Through Time and Space’, have been celebrated
worldwide. In addition, some of his panoramic images of the night
sky and celestial bodies have even become wallpapers for Microsoft
and Apple operating systems.

Samy has won many prestigious awards, including first place in the
2014 UAE Environmental Photography Competition and second
place in the 2016 Fujairah International Photography Award. He was
also honoured by His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Muhammad
Al Qasimi, Ruler of Sharjah, during the 2015 Sharjah Islamic Arts
Festival for his ‘Light and Shadows’ exhibition. Sami’s works have

been showcased in over 16 local and international exhibitions, and
he has served as a judge for various photography competitions.

Beyond his artistic achievements, Samy is deeply committed
to sharing his knowledge and passion for astronomy and
astrophotography. He has conducted over 60 lectures and
workshops, partnering with organisations such as Nikon School,
the Union of Arab Photographers, the Emirates Photography
Society and the Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Knowledge
Foundation. His students and peers describe him as generous and
enthusiastic, always willing to help aspiring photographers and
anyone interested in the field of astronomical photography.

Currently, Samy is working on a monumental project to photograph
the entire sky of the Arabian Peninsula, an endeavour that began
four years ago and will take another four years to complete. This
project aims to create a unique and lasting impact on both culture
and science, inspiring future generations - making a significant
contribution to photography, astronomy, and knowledge. Sami's
work not only captures the beauty of the night sky but also helps
people around the world better understand astronomy. It also
serves as a tribute to the rich natural and cultural heritage of the
region.
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FACTS AND FIGURES

Participant Percentages per Nationality |

1 India 16.9% 44 Nepal 0.23% 87 Uruguay 0.050%
2 China 16.7% 45 Belarus 0.20% 88 Venezuela 0.050%
3 Indonesia 6.9% 46 Nigeria 0.20% 89 Afghanistan 0.033%
4 Iran 5.3% 47 Romania 0.20% 90 Armenia 0.033%
5 Bangladesh 4.5% 48 Sri Lanka 0.20% 91 Bosnia and Herze- 0.033%
6 Russian Federation 3.8% 49 | Tunisia 0.20% govina
7 Egypt 3.6% 50 | Greece 0.18% 92 | Cyprus 0.033%
8 Philippines 33% 51 | Hungary 017% 93 | Estonia 0.033%
9 Brazil 3.0% 52 | South Korea 017% S Macedonia 0.033%
10 | Turkiye 29% 53 | Thailand 017% 95 | Slovakia 0.033%
11 | Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 26% 54 | Hong Kong 0.15% 96 | Uzbekistan 0.033%
12 | United Arab Emirates 21% 55 | Qatar 015% B lban'a 0.017%
13 | Italy 2.0% 56 | Mexico 013% SCMl Barbados 0.017%
14 | Malaysia 1.6% 57 | Portugal 013% ELI Benin 0.017%
15 Myanmar 1.5% 58 Slovenia 0.12% SOORS) Botswana 0.017%
16 | Vietnam 1.4% 59 | Sweden 012% ELSll Cameroon 0.017%
17 | Sultanate of Oman 13% 60 | Austria 0.10% 20233 Cote divoire 0.017%
18 Algeria 1.1% 61 Belgium 0.10% 103 Democratic Republic 0.017%
of Congo

19 Syrian Arab Republic 1.0% 62 Bulgaria 0.10%

104 | Denmark 0.017%
20 Iraq 1.0% 63 Colombia 0.10% :

105 | Dominican Republic 0.017%
21 United States of America 0.93% 64 Korea 0.10%

106 | Ecuador 0.017%
22 Germany 0.83% 65 Croatia 0.083%

107 | El Salvador 0.017%
23 France 0.75% 66 Ireland 0.083% T

108 | Ethiopia 0.017%
24 Kuwait 0.68% 67 Kyrgyzstan 0.083% X

109 | Georgia 0.017%
25 Spain 0.66% 68 Libya 0.083%

110 | Ghana 0.017%
26 Pakistan 0.65% 69 Peru 0.083% X

111 | Gibraltar 0.017%
27 Poland 0.65% 70 South Africa 0.083% .

112 Haiti 0.017%
28 Morocco 0.63% 71 Switzerland 0.083%

113 | Heard Island and 0.017%
29 Canada 0.61% 72 Angola 0.066% McDonald Islands
30 Jordan 0.60% 73 Azerbaijan 0.066% 114 Lithuania 0.017%
31 Taiwan 0.56% 74 Chile 0.066% 115 Macao 0.017%
32 Argentina 0.51% 75 Iceland 0.066% 116 Maldives 0.017%
33 Palestinian Territory 0.50% 76 Israel 0.066% 117 | Mauritania 0.017%
34 United Kingdom 0.50% 77 Kenya 0.066% 118 | Mauritius 0.017%
35 Ukraine 0.46% 78 Comoros 0.050% 119 Namibia 0.017%
36 Yemen 0.41% 79 Czech Republic 0.050% 120 Norway 0.017%
37 Bahrain 0.38% 80 Eritrea 0.050% 121 Pitcairn 0.017%
38 Australia 0.33% 81 Finland 0.050% 122 Saint Lucia 0.017%
39 Netherlands 0.33% 82 Kazakhstan 0.050% 123 Tajikistan 0.017%
40 Lebanon 0.28% 83 Luxembourg 0.050% 124 Tanzania 0.017%
41 Sudan 0.28% 84 Moldova 0.050% 125 Uganda 0.017%
42 Singapore 0.27% 85 New Zealand 0.050%
43 Japan 0.23% 86 Serbia 0.050%

Names and Nationalities of Participants in the Book |

Abdelrahman Alkahlout | Palestinian Territory | 152
Abdelrahman Zaqout | Palestinian Territory | 142,217, 240
Abdulla Al Moaden | Qatar | 222

Abdulrahman Al Malki | Saudi Arabia | 275
Abhin Kizhakke Veettil | India | 175

Abimbola Adedolapo Boluwatife | Nigeria | 34
Ahmad Alhamwan | Saudi Arabia | 66,117
Ahmad Iskandar Abdullah | Singapore | 89
Ahmed Al Housni | Sultanate Of Oman | 237
Ahmed Ginawi Nassar | Sudan | 84

Aleksandr Tsuprun | Russian Federation | 173

Ali Al Abdrab Al Hasan | Saudi Arabia | 207
Alvin Watupongoh | Indonesia | 107

Amal Prasad Loku Singappulige | Sri Lanka | 63
Amish Chhagan | United Kingdom | 203

Anthony Austria | Philippines | Cover, 50
Anthony Barlan | Philippines | 216

Antonyus Bunjamin | Indonesia | 96

Arindam Saha | India | 272

Ateeb Hussain | India | 195

Atul Kumar Yadav | India | 220

Avishek Das | India | 244

Ayman Aref | Egypt | 105

Baocheng Lin | China | 138

Beno Saradzic | Slovenia | 219

Benoit Feron | Belgium | 130

Bernardo Del Cristo Hernandez Sierra | Colombia | 246
Bing Wen | China | 127

Britta Jaschinski | Germany | 71

Buthaynah Alharthi | Kingdom Of Saudi Arabia | 177
Ciaran Paul Willmore | Ireland | 274

Claro, Jr. Rayos Del Sol | Philippines | 61

Claudiu Lucian Oros | Rsultanate Of Omania | 242
Danilo Jr. Victoriano | Philippines | 46

Doaa Adel Ahmed Mohamed | Egypt | 214
Duhaim Alduhaim | Saudi Arabia | 162

Edwin Loyola | United States Of America | 201
Eissa Aljassmi | United Arab Emirates | 185

Emin Sansar | Tiirkiye | 99

Emmanuel Fajutag | Philippines | 92

Emrah Uygun | Tiirkiye | 85

Esra Biirgiin | Tiirkiye | 270

Fabiana Fregonesi De Oliveira | Brazil | 205
Fahad Alenezi | Kuwait | 267

Faisal Alwuhaymir | Saudi Arabia | 98
Fatimaalzahra Shbair | Palestinian Territory | 125
Florian Ledoux | France | 158,178

Ganjar Mustika | Indonesia | 223

Gilyoung Pyo | Korea | 75

Giulio Montini | Italy | 148

Guanlai Ouyang | China | 44

Habirun Habirun | Indonesia | 70, 140

Hadi Dehghan Pour | Iran | 252

Handi Laksono | Indonesia | 52

Heigen Villacarlos | Philippines | 33

Hendra Agus Setyawan | Indonesia | 83
Hikkaduwa Liyanage Prasantha Vinod | Sri Lanka | 194
Hosein Tahavori | Iran | 154

Huangcongtao | China | 279

Huizhen Liang | China | 72

Hussain Alabdullatif | Saudi Arabia | 241
Hussain Saaed Al Hashem | Saudi Arabia | 38
Idris Prasetiawan | Indonesia | 53

Ihab Fayad | Lebanon | 166

Imadeddin Alaeddin | Syrian Arab Republic | 95

Isa Ebrahim | Bahrain | 60

Ismail Abdul Mutalib | Indonesia | 48

Istvan Robert Szori | Hungary | 106

Jagdeep Rajput | India | 198

Jaylord Plaza | Philippines | 114

Jie Liang-Fischer | Germany | 206

Joel Culaway Forte | Philippines | 36

Jomarie Romaquin | Philippines | 35

Juliadin Kuswara | Indonesia | 265

Jun Huang | China | 197

K A Dhanuparan | India | 253

Kallol Mukherjee | India | 134

Kareem Sahib | Iraq | 88

Karim lliya | United States Of America | 82
Kimia Shad | Iran | 243

Liangong Sun | China | 45

Liping Cao | China | 20

Luisa Geraldine Lynch Harris | Spain | 196
Luke Bell | South Africa | 58,112, 180

M Yousuf Tushar | Bangladesh | 74

Mahmoud Khaled Elnagmy | Egypt | 108
Marcelo Lucio Guelber Goes | Brazil | 104
Maria Sakson | Russian Federation | 211

Mark Linel Padecio | Philippines | 68

Maxim Betisor | Moldova | 182

Md Ariful Islam | Bangladesh | 226

Md Tanveer Hassan Rohan | Bangladesh | 40
Michael Clark | United States Of America | 113
Milan Radisics | Hungary | 65

Min Li | Canada | 262

Mingzai Su | China | 55

Mohamed Afthab Palaparamban | India | 110
Mohammad Ataei Mohammadi | Iran | 56
Mohammad Sharwar Hussain | Bangladesh | 202
Mohammed Ahmed Al-Shaabi | Qatar | 109
Mohammed Essa Alkuwari | Qatar | 266
Mohammed Saeed Obaid Alteneiji | United Arab Emirates | 31
Mohammed Taaeeb Al Balushi | Sultanate Of Oman | 43
Muhamad Maulana Akbar Subangkit | Indonesia | 97
Muneb Nassar | Netherlands | 32, 164

Murat Bakmaz | Tiirkiye | 57

Muzaffer Murat ilhan | Tiirkiye | 115

Myat Zaw Hein | Myanmar | 47, 86, 258

Nasila Nazar | India | 184

Nasser Al Nasser | Saudi Arabia | 39

Nguyen Tan Tuan | Vietnam | 200

Nicola Fioravanti | Italy | 255

Nishant Upadhyay | India | 212

Nishar Nambiathayil Mohamed | India | 156
Norbert Von Niman | Sweden | 174

Oday Shanshal | Iraq | 271

Omran Alansari | United Arab Emirates | 30
Oussama Hamdi | Algeria | 263

Pablo Maximiliano Albarenga Zamora | Uruguay | 42
Paul Nicklen | Canada | 160

Pelagiya Tihonova | Russian Federation | 250
Phan Thu | Vietnam | 260

Rahat Bin Mustafiz | Bangladesh | 276

Rahul Sachdev | India | 208

Rahul Vishwanth Sachdev | India | 234
Ranganathan Mukkai | India | 29

Ravikanth Kurma | India | 62, 278

Reiko Takahashi | Japan | 181

Renee Capozzola | United States Of America | 195
Richard Li | United States Of America | 204

roLbﬁq QIld

Ruijuan Huang | China | 27

Rukhiya Mohammed | India | 183

Safeer Edakkandan | India | 179

Sai Kiran Bhagavatula | India | 273

Saman Khodayari | Iran | 254

Sameer Al-Doumy | France | 257

Sarah Wouters | Netherlands | 126, 261
Sathiya Seelan Subramanian | India | 111

Sayed Ammar Ahmed Alashoor | United Arab Emirates | 116
Sebahattin Ozveren | Tiirkiye | 100

Shahriar Amin Fahim | Bangladesh | 256
Shantha Kumar Nagendran | India | 176

Sherif Abdallah Ahmed Abdelgayed Awad | Egypt | 277
Shrikanth Raju | India | 210

Shunsaku Kamide | Japan | 248

Shuzhen Bai | China | 103

Shyjith Onden Cheriyath | India | 67, 132
Solayman Hossain | Bangladesh | 218
Songming Peng | China | 58

Sourav Das | India | 224

Subhran Karmakar | India | 215

Sudipta Maulik | India | 102

Suhaimi Bin Abdullah | Singapore | 87

Sultan Salim Khamis Al- Aamri | Sultanate Of Oman | 225
Sunita Mandal | United States Of America | 209
Swapnil Deshpande | India | 199

Thaib Chaidar | Indonesia | 51

Thien Nguyen Ngoc | Vietnam | 93

Tiejun Wang | China | 90

Tienchi Ting | China | 136

Tobias Friedrich | Germany | 80

Van Dong Nguyen | Vietnam | 144

Vedran Sminderovac | Croatia | 251

Virginie Ellis | France | 28

Vladimir Karamazov | Bulgaria | 37

Waad Saber Abdelrady | Egypt | 248

Wei Zeng | China | 41

Wenhua Jiang | China | 49

Wentao Li | China | 128

Xiaoying Shi | China | 101, 269

Xingquan Zhou | China | 64

Xudong Zhou | China | 73

Youmn Mohammed Almanla | Saudi Arabia | 236
Zhang Bin | China | 54
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Christopher Jordan | United States of America

Chris Jordan is an internationally acclaimed artist known for exploring the darker side of consumer
culture. His work walks the fine line between beauty and horror, abstraction and representation, the
near and far, the visible and invisible. Through his art, Jordan challenges viewers to confront both
external realities and the inner complexities of their collective choices.

In his latest projects, Jordan shifts toward a new direction - highlighting the transformative power of
beauty as a source of hope and inspiration in today’s world.

Jordan's photographs and conceptual works have been exhibited globally, with his most recent solo
retrospective in Seoul, South Korea. He has published four books and received numerous accolades,
including the United Nations Green Leaf Award, the Sierra Club’s Ansel Adams Award for Conservation
Photography and the Prix Pictet Commission Prize in Paris. His ground-breaking film ‘Albatross’, which
tells the moving story of birds on a remote Pacific island suffering from plastic pollution, resonated
with a worldwide audience.

Through his interviews on radio and television, along with speaking engagements and school visits
across the globe, Jordan continues to spread his message of beauty and hope to an ever-growing
international audience.

Daniel Sannum Lauten | Norway

Daniel Sannum Lauten is an accomplished photojournalist and Editorial Director from Oslo, Norway.
His passion for photography began at age 15 with the local newspaper Romerikes Blad, and by 2001,
he was working for major Norwegian dailies Dagbladet and VG, as well as the international news
agency AFP.

Currently serving as Editorial Director at TV 2 Sports Norway, Daniel specialises in sports photography,
political coverage, and visual storytelling. His career has taken him around the world, covering high-
profile sporting events such as the Tour de France, numerous international football competitions
including the Champions League and FIFA World Cup, as well as several Ski World Championships and
the Olympics. His portfolio features extensive work in ski jumping, alpine skiing and football.

Daniel has also worked closely with political figures, including Norway's former Prime Minister and
current NATO Secretary General, Jens Stoltenberg.

Over the years, Daniel’'s photography has earned him numerous accolades, including 1st place for
Sport Action at the China International Press Photo (CHIPP) in 2013, and multiple honours at the
Norwegian Picture of the Year Awards.
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Florian Schulz | Germany

For over 25 years, Florian Schulz has combined his passion for nature photography with a commitment
to conservation. His stunning images have sparked entire conservation campaigns, making him a driving
force in environmental movements. Florian’s work captures the beauty of wild places while advocating
for large-scale conservation efforts to protect some of the planet’s last remaining wilderness areas.

His images have appeared in prestigious publications like National Geographic, GEO, The New York
Times and BBC Wildlife. Florian is also the author of several books, including ‘Yellowstone to Yukon
- Freedom to Roam’ and ‘To the Arctic’. He has won numerous awards including the ‘Environmental
Photographer of the Year’, the Sierra Club’s ‘Ansel Adams Award’ and several awards from the BBC
Wildlife Photographer of the Year competition.

Florian’s cinematography has been nominated for a BAFTA and an Emmy. His recent work includes
the IMAX film on the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, crucial in campaigning for its protection. As
a Director of Photography and Cinematographer, he collaborates to create breath-taking sequences
for prominent clients like BBC, Netflix, Apple TV and Disney+. Florian lives between Alaska and Baja
California with his wife (Emil Herrera-Schulz) and sons, continuing to inspire through his extraordinary
storytelling.

Francesco Pacienza | Italy

Born in Cosenza, Italy, Francesco Pacienza is a renowned photographer known for his exceptional
command of movement and light. Although he initially pursued higher education, Francesco soon left
his studies to follow his passion for photography.

After attending the European Institute of Design, where he specialised in fashion and jewellery
photography, Francesco refined his mastery of light under the guidance of four-time Oscar-winning
cinematographer, Vittorio Storaro. Today, he continues to share his expertise as a teacher.

Francesco’s work has earned international recognition, with numerous awards, exhibitions, and
publications highlighting his extraordinary talent. His distinctive style, characterised by his skilful use
of light, gives his images a captivating and unique quality.

In addition to his photography, Pacienza has authored several books on photographic techniques,
including the 2020 comprehensive guide to underwater photography titled ‘Behind the Lens’
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Hideko Kataoka | Japan

Hideko Kataoka is a photo editor, curator and educator. Since 2001, she has served as the Director
of Photography at Newsweek Japan, where she launched the acclaimed ‘Picture Power’ section in
2004, a weekly photo essay series focusing on underreported global issues. This year marks its 20th
anniversary.

In addition to her editorial work, Hideko has been a lecturer in photojournalism and documentary
photography at Tokyo Polytechnic University since 2013. She has also been a member of the External
Review Committee at the Tokyo Photographic Art Museum since 2016. Her expertise is highly
in demand globally, having participated in portfolio reviews and served as a juror for prestigious
competitions including World Press Photo, Visa Pour l'image and the Sony World Photography
Awards. Hideko is also the Founder and Director of ‘Miiraii Creative’; further expanding her impact on
the photography world.

Patrick Smith | United States of America

Patrick Smith is a Staff Photographer with Getty Images, based in Baltimore, Maryland, covering news,
sports, and feature stories in the Baltimore-Washington region and beyond. A Maryland native, he
travels extensively, capturing compelling images for some of the world's largest brands and media
organisations.

Patrick has documented many of the most prestigious global sporting events including the FIFA World
Cup, Summer and Winter Olympics, Wimbledon, The Masters, Ryder Cup, Super Bowl, Stanley Cup
Finals, World Series and many others. His exceptional work has earned recognition from esteemed
institutions such as the Pulitzer Prizes, Pictures of the Year International, the Sony World Photography
Awards, World Sports Photography Awards and the National Press Photographers Association.

Yannis Kontos | Greece

Yannis Kontos is an award-winning photojournalist with over 25 years of experience in the international
editorial industry and a professor at United Arab Emirates University. He holds a PhD in Documentary
Photography and an MA in Photographic Journalism. Yannis has covered wars, conflicts and major
global events in more than 50 countries; from Palestine and Israel to Western Sahara and Sierra Leone,
and from North Korea and Indonesia to Iran and Saudi Arabia. Notably, he extensively reported on the
Kosovo War (1999), the war in Afghanistan (2001) and the Irag War (2003); contributing to major
outlets like Time, Newsweek, The New York Times Magazine and the British Sunday Times.

His work has been recognised by 20 prestigious international awards including First Prize in the World
Press Photo Competition. His photographs have been published in hundreds of publications and in the
covers of Time, The New York Times, The Sunday Times, Le Monde and LExpress. He is represented
by Polaris Images. Yannis is also the author of two books, ‘Possible/Impossible: Aporia’s and ‘North
Korea: Red Utopia), using his photography to amplify the voices of the marginalised and inspire change.
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