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INTRODUCTION

Photography holds a significant role in our lives, serving as a primary pursuit for professionals
dedicated to it as a career, or a captivating hobby that can unexpectedly propel individuals
into professional circles. It encompasses the documentation of daily life across diverse genres
including news, documentary, personal, criminal, scientific, and more. Each genre attracts its own
community with dedicated fans among enthusiasts, amateurs and professional photographers
alike.

The power of photography lies in its ability to function as a sophisticated medium of expression,
adept at conveying both simple or complex ideas with great simplicity. It possesses the ability
to captivate viewers and achieve widespread success. Photography is no longer confined to the
exclusive dominion of individuals with high-end cameras or formal training. Now, it has become
accessible to everyone, courtesy of the ubiquity of mobile phones.

The true value of a photograph is in its ability to elevate visual storytelling, and not solely on
capturing a moment. A compelling image that transcends mere representation; it breaks through
barriers to resonate with the minds and hearts of viewers, fostering dialogue and discussion,
encouraging the audience to delve deeper, to understand the stories, the emotions and the
meanings behind the photography. In essence, it celebrates photography as an inclusive and
powerful means of communication that goes beyond what is projected.

This photography book presents sophisticated perspectives beyond the visual norm, delving into
the philosophy of diversity and its cultural, environmental and historic significance. It highlights
contemporary concepts rooted in ancient history, exploring the weight of civilisation through
vivid and enlightening images.
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ABOUT HIPA

Since its launch in March 2011 by His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai and with the blessings and attendance of His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Vice President and Prime Minister, Ruler of Dubai, the
Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum International Photography Award (HIPA) has
consistently progressed in its development and growth, guided by the vision of its founder. It put
emphasis on the building and development of man through honing human skills and nourishing
ambitions that knows no limits in order to excel in the field of photography in an era where a
photograph has become the most credible witness of the truth and the most effective means to
deliver a message of a thousand words.

As HIPA completes its twelfth year of competition, we mark a level of achievement not foreseen
by the most optimistic of observers. But this success was inspired and guided by the vision of His
Highness, The Crown Prince of Dubai who continuously follows up on the Award’s progress, using
his keen artistic prowess and leadership skills to optimise the growth of the Award in conjunction
with the fast development of Dubai in particular, and the UAE in general.

HIPA has swiftly established a strong presence at the forefront of institutions that work to
build the artistic and cultural aspects of humanity, while spreading the culture of photography
from an aesthetic perspective that touches on the inner most senses and feelings of man to
promote happiness, wellbeing and excellence in the world. This is much needed in a world where
photographs are increasingly becoming a key currency, and one of the most effective means
that connects the world’s peoples and cultures, not to mention the professional objectivity of
photographs and their ability to combine complex thoughts and emotions with the simplicity of
principles and established facts.

The development of mankind is one of the top priorities of wise leadership and there is no better
indication if this than in the words of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum:
“The individual is the major element of strength; naturally he will have our utmost care above
everything else” From this statement, the strategic goals of HIPA emerged, which did not limit
its focus only to UAE citizens, despite being the primary target. It ensured to keep pace with the
global status attained by the UAE, in general, and the Emirate of Dubai, in particular, in all social,
cultural, scientific, economic and sport fields.

Over the course of 12 years, the members of the HIPA Board of Trustees and its dedicated team
have consistently shown diligence and dedication in their efforts to achieve outstanding results.
The established goals align seamlessly with the increased expectations of the Award’s growing
audience, expecting quality and gravitas and in turn elevating the shared values and exceptional
outcomes over the past years.
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FOREWORD BY

THE PATRON
OF HIPA

Dear Innovators,

Our Twelfth Season of competition celebrates the purposeful journey towards creating a positive
impact, raising awareness and elevating artistic excellence. It emphasises the significance of
these efforts in broadening perspectives and fostering a deeper understanding.

This essence is eloquently encapsulated in a verse from an Arabic poem,
"When opposing elements unite, our beauty radiates, and adversity unveils its own beauty
through opposition."

Diversity has existed on Earth long before our existence, with distinctions and variations prevailing
in every aspect of life. As humanity embarked on documenting its existence, the fascination with
nature and its multicoloured canvas stood at the forefront, reflecting the exquisite creation of
God and His infinite wisdom.

Differences, in general, should not be viewed as barriers that divide people; instead, they represent
opportunities for learning, expanding horizons, fostering understanding and cultivating mental
openness and intellectual flexibility - qualities conducive to limitless achievement.

Here, we present to you an exceptional selection of photographs that have earned the top
positions in our highly competitive season of competition. These works embody the essence of

‘Diversity’ through their unique interpretations, expressive power and inspirational impact.

May this book serve as an inspiration and enrich your comprehension of ‘Diversity’ in all its
complexities.

Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
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PREFACE BY HIS EXCELLENCY,

CHAIRMAN OF THE HIPA
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

As we come to the close of our Twelfth Season, we celebrate photography’s graceful presence
in the visual arts communities. Despite facing challenges and undergoing changes, the Award's
positive impact continues, improving both the measurable and qualitative aspects of the
valuable skills and insights provided to photographers. Furthermore, we strive for excellence
and sustainable competitive opportunities in the photographic community.

As members of the Award’s Board of Trustees, we diligently monitor the evolving landscape
of global visual arts. Drawing inspiration and guidance from our patron, His Highness Sheikh
Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai and President of
the Executive Council, we actively craft ideas and plans. Our aim is to cater to the needs of
creative and talented individuals, ensuring that their visions and ambitions are acknowledged
and realised.

We are delighted in sharing with you the Award’s Twelfth Season issue, featuring the award-
winning works and the most prominent pieces that have qualified for the final stages of the
‘Diversity’ competition cycle. The photographs displayed highlight the importance of diversity
in shaping societies that are more vibrant, innovative and adaptable to changes.

Now let us take you on a unique photographic journey that welcomes differences.

Abdulrahman bin Mohammed Al-Owais
Chairman of the HIPA Board of Trustees
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THE AWARDS ilgJl

GRAND PRIZE $120,000 ‘ ’ 3395 120,000 Sl 3551
DIVERSITY « &;J.ﬂl » y9=0
PLACE ‘ PRIZE MONEY 3Slg=l ‘ 3Shall
1st $ 20,000 5393 20,000 Jo3l
2nd $ 18,000 1393 18,000 Jul
3rd $ 16,000 ;393 16,000 A ]
4th $10,000 ;353 10,000 &bl
5th $ 6,000 )39.\ 6,000 L)MI>J|
PORTFOLIO (STORY-TELLING) « (955 duad) youa0 ilo » yo=xo
PLACE ‘ PRIZE MONEY el 3Shell
1st $ 25,000 ;393 25,000 Jodl
2nd $ 22,000 1393 22,000 Jul
3rd $ 20,000 ;393 20,000 A TH]
4th $ 18,000 1345 18,000 8I)JI
5th $ 15,000 1393 15,000 vl
DIGITAL ART « ":._,As)" ool » y9=s
PLACE ‘ PRIZE MONEY gl 3S I
1st $15,000 ;393 15,000 Js¥l
2nd $ 13,000 1393 13,000 Jul
3rd $11,000 ;355 11,000 ATHT
4th $ 9,000 »395 9,000 &bl
5th $7,000 433 7,000 ool
GENERAL « pladl » y=xall
PLACE (Black & White) PRIZE MONEY Salexl (390319 sl 351l
1st $ 15,000 5393 15,000 Jo3l
2nd $ 10,000 393 10,000 JSul
3rd $ 5,000 »393 5,000 aJul
PLACE (Colour) ‘ PRIZE MONEY 35loal ‘ (oyslall) S 15all
1st $ 15,000 ,353 15,000 Jodl
2nd $ 10,000 ;395 10,000 S
3rd $ 5,000 353 5,000 e
SPECIAL AWARDS dwoLal j5lg =l
SPECIAL AWARDS PRIZE MONEY lg=l ‘ dolal 5lg i
PHOTOGRAPHY APPRECIATION AWARD* $ 20,000 4355 20,000 *& sl 8351
PHOTOGRAPHY CONTENT CREATOR AWARD* $ 15,000 ;355 15,000 *gbéggﬂl Soiall &LZ.‘E’ 835l>
EMERGING PERSON/ORGANISATION IN PHOTOGRAPHY AWARDY & 10,000 433 10,000 *3aclodl du8lyé 939l dewwball /dnn il 5351
GRAND TOTAL $450,000 ** ‘ ’ **,903 450,000 plel ggaxall
, All winners of the Special Awards are exclusively selected by HIPA 55l Ju8 o paliin] @iy do Bl 38loxlly osSlall,
4+« Thevalue of all prizes is in U.S. Dollars SSoe¥l daally Loz 3Sloadl dagh
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GRAND PRIZE WINNER

Massimo Giorgetta | Italy
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Protected Lives
A night dive encounter with a magical 5 cm Jellyfish Tunicate in Lembeh Strait - North Sulawesi, Indonesia. This
mysterious sea creature is so transparent, it's almost invisible. Filled and covered by other marine life, it is like a miniature

diverse ecosystem, floating through the night sea.
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Diversity has existed on earth since the beginning of time.
It is one of the fundamentals of life that our ancestors have
learnt and understood along with the wisdom behind it until
it has become ingrained as intellect.

You may see diversity right in front of you, whether it be in
an idea that inspires you or in a random and spontaneous

visual comparison.

In all its vastness, the ‘Diversity’ category widens the doors
of creativity allowing your photography to be filled with
meaningful, empowering and expressive concepts.

This Twelfth Season also presents our photography
community with a special space for talented artists in the
digital field to formulate digital creations, that convey
the depths of their imagination, through the ‘Digital Art’
category.

For the seventh year in a row, the ‘Portfolio’ category
continues to bring in great photographic works from
photographers that have an awe-inspiring passion for visual
story-telling.

Lastly, and definitely not least, the ‘General’ Category (Colour
and Black & White) gives photographers the opportunity to
soar to new heights of creativity without any restrictions in
their path.
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WINNERS

1st WINNER
Imre Potyé | Hungary

2nd WINNER

Mohammed Al Bahar

3rd WINNER

Abdalla Albugaish | United Arab Emirates

4th WINNER

Mohammed Youse f | Kuwa it

5th WINNER

Mohammed Algattan | Kuwa
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1st WINNER

Imre Potyé | Hungary
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Mayfly Arena
The Danube Mayflies, also know as the Ephoron Virgo, are spectacular insects that perform an
intricate choreography during their mating season. This endangered water insect returned to the river

Danube in 2012 contributing to the improving water quality of the rivers of Middle Europe.
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2nd WINNER

Mohammed Al Bahar Rawas | Oman

Humans and Nature

Planet Earth is home to many creatures, but over the years human intervention has left its mark on
nature. This aerial photo shows the aftermath of a fire in a mountainous field. The charred remains create
a stark contrast to the lush green forest that surrounds it.
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3rd WINNER

Abdalla Albuqaish | United Arab Emirates

Diversity of Knowledge

This photograph celebrates the incredible diversity of books, as they grace the rooms of the Mohammed
bin Rashid Library, in Dubai. A man stands facing the vast array of knowledge humanity has accrued over
the centuries. A sight that is both humbling & inspiring.
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4th WINNER 5th WINNER

Mohammed Algattan | Kuwait

Mohammed Yousef | Kuwait

Mount Fuji o289 S
Flocks of flamingos fly over the State of Kuwait, where they settle in the Jadayliyat area, a special place yns eleall 8518 3o voshll Byd olSo Oldyandl dahio & sbiws Cus osSIl Ao Ll g2iodall youb Ll ouc
for migrating birds. As the sun sets and the moon rises, a drone captures the beauty of a flock flying wing ) el 55l Um:ls-: ssseall oin blazll o3 elis¥l oin 3 Zsol oo S
to wing through the night. )

All Are Invited Usecto JSII
As the sun dips below the horizon at Masai Mara National Park in Kenya, a lone hyena makes a kill. The gLl dagloll dxdly e spally 39 @t poiiy deisS &3 bl blo (slulo s> 3 383l st Gaadidl Lgyé 2o
scent of the feast quickly summons other hyenas and a cunning jackal. This scene, set in a perfect frame, elidlg 305l T3l Tagon iy Lo L] 3 dzds 05 53Ul ageall 1in ey 5Ll 5ol cyls (5531
shares but a glimpse, of strength and survival. ’ T T i ) ’




Agung Parameswara | Indonesia

Fire Fight

In Bali, Indonesia, men participate in the Mesabatan Api ritual, a fire-fight ceremony held annually on
the eve of Nyepi, the Hindu Day of Silence. The local village community believe that this particular ritual
cleanses negative forces. Accompanied by the resonating gamelan music, young men burn coconut
husks, engaging in spirited battles. The Nyepi festivities signify self-reflection, with residents and visitors
observing rules to foster introspection and spiritual renewal.
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Nikolai Shchegolev | Russian Federation

Steam Locomotive dyla 5bl6
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In Saint Petersburg, Russia, an aged steam locomotive, set for a retro tour, stands on the platform awaiting
a dawn departure. The station roof divides the morning sun and shadow, creating a captivating contrast. A
man and a woman spontaneously enter the frame, adding a polarising dynamic. Their inadvertent presence
becomes another moment in the locomotive's nostalgic journey.
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Muhammad Alamsyah Rauf | Indonesia

Harmony in Diversity g9l § plaeiidl
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An albino girl alongside two of her friends at a local elementary school in Western Papua, Indonesia.
The school that the girl attends actively promotes mutual respect, cultivating a unique environment that il Ll 55U Gle 80l 58555 spaiall 3egadly saitl cpo Bl agyd iy dtegis o slizall plisdl 3p5e5 Lle 3Lzl

is devoid of bullying and racial discrimination. The photograph emphasises the detrimental impact of . L . . .
Aadeil Slawiall (§ dengio Ol chyad daloll &l Lle cgbll bilusg gl o=l ddoe e (spanizll
racial discrimination on learning and development, highlighting the pressing need for systemic changes in T = Sall 3 dengio Sl el ) e ° i @

educational institutions.

Backflip

In the vibrant suburb of Alsancak in Izmir, Tiirkiye, a young man's silhouette executes a backflip against the
backdrop of a beautiful summer sunset. Amidst the vibrant atmosphere, people listen to music, socialise,
and play different sports, creating a dynamic composition capturing the energy and allure of the moment.

Ercan Enterli | Turkey
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Md Asker Ibne Firoz | Bangladesh

Pilgrims
During the Bishwa ljtema, an annual Islamic gathering in Tongi, Bangladesh, over 5 million Muslim pilgrims
partake in communal meals. Each person has a designated role; from cleaning and buying ingredients
to cooking and serving food. Despite the many challenges, the pilgrims are united in purpose and face
the difficulties with resolve, demonstrating their commitment to prayer during this significant three-day
religious event.

Y

day3dig ‘anJo.” ueJ" Jl SbsSall clydsg caddidll oyo 123 3330 593 asd JSU duclosdl Slgall (98, Liisg (ol.“m Cl>
ouxebs bl dg>lgo le duill Hordmyg aslg Lasa eox9 Osrainoll axng Bzl Sbhasidl e p.c_)“ wleg
(.\L:i G yoiiay §ﬂ| &ﬂ,\” ,t,i.).éJ| Sasdl s P sslally p@d}i”

Threads

Myanmar’s Mandalay Region is home to diverse ethnic groups who don vibrant traditional costumes
crafted from an array of colourful threads. While many nations utilize modern equipment for dyeing and
spinning yarn, Myanmar stands out for its reliance on human labour in such processes. This traditional
craftsmanship showcases the unique and labour-intensive approach that sets Myanmar apart in the
preservation and creation of vibrant ethnic attire.

Wine Tar Tar | Myanmar
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Mahendra Bakle | India

Mila

In a small village in West Sumatra, Indonesia, a radiant young girl named Mila, defies the challenges
of Waardenburg Syndrome. Possessing a distinct physical feature with one blue eye, Mila's uniqueness
extends beyond appearance. Despite encountering bullying at school, Mila transformed those difficult
experiences into a source of strength. Cherished by her family and community, Mila illuminates the beauty
of diversity, embodying resilience, compassion, and inner beauty.
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Fadhli Ferianda | Indonesia

Fahri and Ghafar sldcg (5499
Fahri and Ghafar, members of a modest family in West Sumatra, Indonesia, stand out with their distinctive oo pdsll Gleg B4l lagize] olodl Olisais dewsissil Bihages Byp3> s 3 Ay Ale o Nab placy (5rx8
eye colours. Despite facing challenges in speech and hearing, their eyes exude a unique beauty. Yet, they GluiSly pleil) Guasil lagad 3 Go8 lamg 29x8 Jlomy 25 lagigae O (gowdly Bhill § lailazlos il bl
maintain an enthusiastic passion for learning, showcasing resilience amid adversity. . T c
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Sergei ludin | Russian Federation

We Are All One

Capturing the essence of our shared humanity, a single image can send a powerful message: every
life matters, regardless of differences. The image can also represent a stand against aggression and
discrimination, while advocating for diversity, promoting equality, acceptance, and love for all. Each unique
individual contributes to the richness of our collective experience, fostering progress in every sphere of life.
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Rahmad La Dae Abdurachman | Indonesia

Riska and Juan Ole>s L)
Riska and Juan are an inseparable couple who defy societal norms. Riska is the only albino in her family, szl gi Hlasg deilile 9 samoll cligall i Sussd B 35lll ducloizdl sulzall (L3 Bz 3 olags Olasg Kauyy
while Juan is the sole family member with Waardenburg Syndrome. Despite that, they are embraced with ool o allo Lo :"I RN @_sLmJI:Jy.EJb | S ell3 oipsg ille § rssisle dojdlias o | sl

genuine acceptance and respect for the positivity they bring to those around them. Their close bond

Lagidsle 9 g5l Jlox e =51 3w 3] Lagin 4ol dbyll oin Lag | :
exemplifies the beauty of diversity within their relationship. ¢ g348ll Jlaz O gl Saeali ] Logiy il Al 03 Lo Laglo> oo JSJ
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Ira Block | United States of America

Shadow Surprise Jbl 56 lio
Navigating Bangkok's streets is a visual feast for any photographer. A white cat surprisingly encounters a dyylaz Aol clidl dnill oin 51a55 Bygunll Iin 89 . 8lseisd youno 53 dyyany dnia oSilb diyso eolsds 3 Joxdll a%]

mural featuring a black cat on a light wall, creating a striking scene. bl Gale 1iacie 2l Lo 9 sl Ll dnguose elsges il

Blue Alley Companions

In the narrow blue alleys of India’s Jodhpur, two street dogs of the same gender but of different skin colour,
embody unity in diversity. Amidst global discrimination, these four-legged beings exemplify harmony and
offer a profound lesson in benevolence. Such a thought-provoking image prompts reflection on our ability
to view the world with simplicity and reason free from judgment.

Sammya Brata Mullick | India

¥l G § dexs

ilganill s o glo-bll S 0 418 02 B Lo 553 dpsigl sor39 Aigso lay S 3 digudl 8,50 5531 §
=l Sotunn e agds Gl 8yaS el souo Jb (48 (20 glozzd E8LS Lo goidll pona ling = (uilizve (o) (85
Eungy oSall s 8000 Lgil oluun Pl Limo 3 Bgae Loy Lighsiy Lagdinl qéliall Liso gy8l Slod LIS odm L) sl
OBslaall plin osdioy LS lalad dicudll plS>3U slan] of siisi oas9 deslisy @llall &5 Lle Lias § Joldl Lle
olesdl

43



ismail Serhat Sahin | Turkey

Gonen Fair
The Gonen Fair in Tirkiye is an annual event held from June 16 to 19, having taken place for the past

56 years. The fair features diverse local participation from the region's residents, accompanied by a
vibrant display of colour during the mid-summer days. Various communities partake in shopping and
entertainment, contributing to the enrichment of cultural heritage and fostering unity among people of

all backgrounds.
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The Mountain City

In a barbecue restaurant in Chongqing, China, fireworks illuminate the sky offering diners a unique
experience. Chongqing, located in southwest China, is renowned for its mountainous terrain, enchanting
night vistas, and distinctive urban features, such as its captivating flyover. Due to its unique geographical
and climatic conditions, Chongging is well-known for its scorching summers, and is also popularly known
as the ‘Mountain City’ for its surrounding mountains, and the ‘Fog City’ during winter and spring.

Liu Song | China
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Sekhar Kiran Krishanan | india

Wildlife Spectacle

Amidst the Serengeti's wildebeest migration, zebras stand out with their distinctive black-and-white
stripes, enhancing the visual diversity of this extraordinary wildlife spectacle. The annual event, which
spans Tanzania and Kenya, involves millions of wildebeests, zebras, and gazelles, all on a cyclical quest
for fresh grazing and water. The captivating contrast of the zebras against predominantly brownish-grey
wildebeests creates an aesthetically pleasing scene, which itself draws the attention of wildlife enthusiasts,
photographers, and tourists alike.
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El Curro

‘El Curro’ is a circular pen that resembles a gladiatorial arena, which houses between 300 and 500
predominantly dark and brown horses. The annual ‘Rapa’ ritual involves mane trimming and health checks
for the semi-wild horses in Pontevedra, Spain. Within this homogeneous group, a white horse stands out,
creating a visual balance and illustrating how nature's diversity contributes to the overall beauty and
equilibrium of the herd.

Maximo Musielik | Germany
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Deming Wan | United States of America

Early Morning Row S Flaadl Cani
Rowing boats practice on the sunlit River Douro beneath the Luis Bridge in Porto, Portugal. The vibrant dedlsiall Cylodll las adlssydl aiyer divre & el swan Jbeol Guoddl dedl Cand 5583 10 & Cananill Lyled yais
b;)ats and r;\:vetr)s.zreate a stri!(ingtcloansast atgains; the 1<:1:rk‘wa'ce:rr.hThis goes th.ith tf;j:lﬁvatedtangle W:]ich 508 520 45 s J] aclisy] Ly (53l seunld 8302l dyolill ol Lim sglif olbiall sliall oo Toie Gl posamalls
showcases the bridge, approximately 45 meters above the river. The composition skilfully captures a story Ll JBliall S5 55 Lpsn bl e o5l cappsly i 5ypnn w2120 1 suang

of diligent training against the scenic backdrop of Porto.

Life-Line

Each life holds significance, with the young forging their paths and elders often reflecting on unrealised
opportunities. Middle-aged individuals bear the responsibility of modernity, making decisions that
impact various aspects of life. The intricate interweaving of countless threads forms a cohesive lifeline,
symbolising the unity of destinies across the planet. Strength and fairness are paramount in navigating
the complexities of this interconnected tapestry of life.

Polina Kuzovleva | Russian Federation
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Akhil Vinayak Balachandra Menon | India
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Stable Ecosystem

Captured at daybreak in Dubai's Al Marmoom Desert Conservation Reserve, the photo features a sandpiper
against a larger black swan in the foreground, emphasising wildlife’s diversity. The contrasting sizes and
shapes underscore the importance of this diversity for ecosystem stability. Each species plays a unique
role in maintaining balance, showcasing the ecosystem's resilience and adaptability to change.

Quoc Toan Nguyen | Vietnam
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Charming to Survive

In early spring, the duckling bird of Vietnam, with its serene beauty, elegantly wanders between trees
and power lines, singing songs in the area. Despite its charming appearance, its true intentions emerge —
searching for the nests of smaller birds and discarding their eggs to lay its own. The seemingly noble bird
is in fact an embodiment of nature's harsh laws, exemplifying the relentless pursuit of survival.
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Jasper Doest | Netherlands

King’s Attire Lol il
On a secluded beach in South Georgia in the South Atlantic Ocean, a man dons a tuxedo shirt to blend in oo 3y Uz adeall Iin 9 W sabsy Geadb3l bl Cgis &85 Gl dgoinll Lzvsz Bnjz & Uimie bl Lle
with thousands of king penguins. His unique attire sets him apart, akin to a king among kings, reminding ole «ly U);isg Jolall 0 e ;.o}ms':?»,\ul e <lall @)J;Jl)y.b g.é)!T&A ol 2%9[>.a ALl slaadl
us that despit diff , Ilint ted living beings, shari ingle planet that reli ' T o - o

espite our differences, we are all interconnected living beings, sharing one single planet that relies aialss deiiy iy iols iSsS yLits dbylyie g SIS Uigos il Lol o o

on its diversity to thrive.

Pooria Hatami | Iran

Dancing Duality duled] das,l
During a morning stroll in Iran’s Hengam Island, a pair of reef heron birds are spotted perched in the nearby A sax ke cld) 3 daliaia jladl Lle "Gleddl Haddy sosb o oldlb Lisg) dglyyl alein Byj> 3 dluo daj 8
trees.. This L{nexpected f—:-ncounter symt?oliz?s I'ife’s unpredictable jourrjey. Embracins the unforeseen can Lamally Jlosl Ooliads Slolaall g ps J] 8Ll J3mus (ol selin e i nlall sl 1img Sladl dgac
unveil a myriad of emotions, transforming life into a tapestry woven with both surprises and moments of = -
A=8giall yuc
unexpected beauty and wonder. ”
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Marion Vollborn | Germany
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Genetic Stripes

The Tiger Canyon Game Reserve in South Africa stands as the only refuge for free-ranging Bengal tigers
outside of Asia. In a poignant twist, a white female tiger, coupling with an orange male lacking the white
gene, bore orange cubs — an ode to nature's unpredictable beauty and the challenges faced by these

majestic creatures in the wilderness.

Yanru Shen | China

sl i

Gl sscb 30 3oL desana lohauss aps sl B 3 dxdlgll dpsindl Lo b Jlax Brseallo3b (A4S
53555 ol gl ey Al (1L Ko s o il lnygtimg Aenlil Lpilells souball o Loy iyl LSLoll
830031 dgp3ladly ALl (30 Fusa) gy (3531 rgbiny LeSlls Boslal sl o bl Galedl limg ek Faol 2156
FRVIN FTAIN

Penguin Paradise

Exploring the beauty of South Georgia Island, Antarctica, a delightful group of king penguins take centre
stage. Known for their vivid colours and graceful presence, these birds create a charming scene surrounded
by adorable baby penguins, who are clad in soft yellow fluff. The younger penguins stand out in contrast
to their elegant parents, adding a touch of endearing simplicity to the icy paradise.
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Giulio Montini | Italy

Champion
Despite his amputated arms, a resilient athlete fearlessly takes on triathlons, standing shoulder to

shoulder with able-bodied peers. His unwavering determination propelling him through each race, defying
his significant challenge. Captured at the triumphant finish line of an Italian competition, this photo
immortalises a moment of sheer victory. In an ode to an ancient Roman champion, he jubilantly kisses his
arms, symbolising strength and triumph.
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Yacoub Elias Yacoub | Syrian Arab Republic

MERIT MEDAL
RECIPIENT

Inclusive Reflections
In current times, recognising the rights of artificial limb users is crucial. Mustafa, who lost his leg, was

initially confronted with isolation, depression, and a sense of inadequacy. Standing in front of a mirror has
played a crucial role for Mustafe post-injury. He continues to face challenges, including societal integration,
discrimination, and general health struggles but is at least aware that acknowledging artificial limb users
aids their reintegration into themselves and their wider communities.
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Mohammad Murad | Kuwait

Among the Crows
In Hungary's Hortobagyi National Park, a majestic White-Tailed Eagle stands firm amidst a flurry of

black crows, accentuating a striking contrast. Another eagle, swooping in, enhances the composition by

unsettling the crows, compelling them to take flight.
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Ozkan Bilgin | Turkey

Free at Last /)b/ Ayl
A white pigeon, once confined in a cage, has broken free in the Giirpinar district of Van, Turkey. Perched on Al sgSIl Ll Lle oI Galad oo Al L6 diyaay sl so> dilnia 3 Cipyani @3 i pabd 855 il cliy doloas
fel:ctrlctw;rt.es; |tJo3£fu||y;c:ars'W|th v.wl.d ct.)tun:e.rpzrts., r:elllng in ts newflt.)uhr}d fr::d?r;. I:aVI:g sear:lfes;slz 25 sgiall in 3 laip> Ll sl L) 29 3930 8 sl Ololandl (yo il Lo (3 63lans C?)L-'*"s
|n' egrated into nature, the ?lgeorljoms its friends |r'1 e open skies, relishing the liberty of unrestricte oS o2l gy ‘oxi.'n'gi ) 5 delso oy gl 3 Camsa of a2 dogziall elosall ;Ig?ig il ] daland]
flight, a graceful symbol of liberation and camaraderie. i " . .
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Anh Tuan Nguyen | Vietnam

Hikkaduwa Liyanage Prasantha Vinod | Sri Lanka

Clinging to Survive Bl Gl Maternal Embrace ,99/0‘4'»
In Sri Lanka’s Wilpattu National Park, a troop of toque macaque monkeys including a newborn cling e & gl Jahll sl Aol g Gediio 15535 35)g0 SISl 8333 (o deoane (035 A3y yoary dibogll gililys dsas 3 In the lush forests of Kien Giang province, Vietnam, a mother Indochinese Silvered Langur cradles her s sls d3ig)l 8yl s (yScamy (SN (53Losll 592531 3,8 dluand OAPT i pliiedy @lez (348 dzblio (§ d8y0all LRI 3
to its mother's belly. Born into a world fraught with threats, the weak infant's survival into adulthood A lgiless ¥l dilos Ll oS JS gl o i Sall 148 Lle 05lis Aoizsg isbliall Cgine sleeping baby in her arms. The tender embrace embodies the universal sanctity of maternal love, a bond Cabaslly plindl ysuo Ll ol bz Sable am dogedl o Lgallell Ao sl sy Ul et 13 gl (s 3Ll
significantly depends on maternal protection and care. often revered as the purest and most selfless form of affection which transcends species and is a sacred il Sl B 8 Lt iy o Bs J‘N ] s @zl glsi¥l S & I.eLi
and pure force, even in the heart of the wilderness. AN T P o s 99 oG P &9
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Ashraf Kassem Al Hamdan | Syrian Arab Republic

Kites Unite

Dubai is a global hub that welcomes people of all backgrounds, celebrating unity. The aerial view captures
vibrant kites symbolising the city’s shared passion for sports and the beach. Much like the residents of
Dubai, colourful kites unite to create a mesmerising image.
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Nhat Dang Thu Phan | Vietnam

Aerial Mosaic dyg> cliwbrousd
An aerial snapshot of Ho Chi Minh City reveals a mosaic of narrow roads, petite alleys, and closely-knit, ABbaall Bglall J3lally drsseall @833l dinill Galll 5338 duid dog) e CALSS "dio L5 on” diyre) dig> Bygw
colourful houses. The drone photograph encapsulates the vibrant essence of Vietnam's busiest and most BU Caem po by ip plizd s 49 Ll 3Ll 8y Eall Syl (s gzl u‘“ Dol y0.al oin .
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Nguyen Sanh Quoc Huy | Vietnam

A Change of Seasons Jowadll (S5
During the autumn months in the Ru Cha mangrove forest found in Vietnam’s Thla Thién Hué province, Shodl il (plizgd & " som 0 Is3" dzblie § Bgrailall slasY Ubge 2 Lall Lise, Ble § canyil ol Sl
rows of trees shed their leaves, making way for fresh foliage. From a distance, a man is spotted, skilfully i ool Bl 3 U D) S Bwm B5Lins (rog eladd 5303 ool sad) Jlnall Enesid o3l o 26l

manoeuvring a boat between two rows of trees adorned with new leaves, creating a picturesque scene of . R I £ .
e ; g 8 picturesq sngbl) Gasall Sl sl B g 3y Lo 53332 3sh dinsell slat¥l o sbio o grocs
nature's seasonal transformation. B

Sleepless

The unique life of the nomadic Sea Gypsies, or Bajau Laut, unfolds in the stilt huts perched on shallow reefs
across Semporna, Sabah, Malaysia. These stateless families, often lacking documentation and education,
rely on the sea for their income. Children are adept swimmers from an early age and play in the open sea
during low tide, collecting sea produce and fishing. Their difficult lifestyle emphasizing the pressing need
for education, safety, food, and legal documentation for the younger members of this community.

Muslianshah Bin Masrie | Malaysia
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Jillella Veerendra | India

Aqua Farms of West Godavari

India’s West Godavari district is home to countless aqua farms that play a crucial role in bolstering the
coastal economy. However, the economic upswing comes with significant environmental repercussions.
Aquaculture introduces pollution, leading to the deterioration of the mangrove ecosystem, water and
nutrient pollution, sedimentation, saltwater intrusion, and the use of harmful antibiotics and chemicals.
These factors impact agriculture and pose many threats to local ecosystems, despite the economic gains.
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Rooftop Cleaning

Two workers, adorned in safety gear, work diligently to clean the roof of the Tembagapura sports
hall in Central Papua, Indonesia. Beneath a blue umbrella, the equipment operator and supervisor
coordinate tasks, ensuring the roof's thorough cleaning. The drone's perspective captures the building's
transformation, showcasing sections already cleaned and repainted alongside those still undergoing the
meticulous process — an intriguing before-and-after portrayal of this tiring work.

Maryonover Nunuela | Indonesia
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Petar Sabol | Croatia
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Macro Worlds

In the early hours of the morning, a vibrant insect world unfolds. The macro lens exposes a spectrum of
colours, shapes, and textures, showcasing dragonflies, butterflies, and bugs, all in intricate detail. Within
the shared space of a chicory plant, their diverse worlds unfold, albeit briefly. The unique scene then ends
swiftly, leaving behind a fleeting, yet immortalised moment of nature's splendid diversity.

Muhammad Al Amin | Indonesia
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Twisted Harmony gilo plocs!
In Goseong-gun, South Korea, a twisted pine tree grows amid bamboo, showcasing the harmonious Oa eelilly Glaledl (san 5ala Lo iobiel Olase biws dypile ygiv Bymds 9ol dagindl oSy oel @gwsS dhdlas 3
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Jainy Kuriakose | India
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Symbiosis Sl § SIS
In the vast expanse of the Awash National Park in Ethiopia, a fascinating interaction unfolds between an
Arabian Bustard and a Northern Carmine Bee-eater. As the bustards move through the dry grass, the bee-

eaters follow, deftly using the Bustard's back as a feeding perch. This symbiotic spectacle showcases the
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Xiaoping Lin | China
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High Tide BVV/RYIE
A unique feature of the Yuandang Lake in Xiamen, China, is the daily interaction between egrets with the il pedddl Silb G el Jeladl 1 duipall Goled Lo 393> oud d=dlgll Zilsiley Brmnd Baysall Slowdl (o

small and large fish living in the lake. As the tide rises, seawater flows into the lake, carrying with it small ool oz Aol syl J] sl oloo 3535 xall gl mos Brendll oleo & iuems Ll 8usSlly Braiaall oy
fish. Egrets and big fish also gather, creating a dynamic scene of predation and survival. (il ol oo heally ol vcng a6 TSsolins saie 3 536l os¥l o i D8l il LS Sygeal
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Giacomo D'Orlando | Italy

Rescuing Nemo

Southeast Asia, including Thailand and Indonesia, ranks among the top ten regions most affected by climate
change globally. This vulnerability impacts ocean health, with 40% of coral reefs and 60% of coastal
mangroves destroyed. The declining clownfish population off the coast of Jakarta due to overfishing and
the ornamental fish trade is especially concerning. The Jakarta government's ‘Hatchery Project), initiated
in 2018, collaborates with marine sector agencies to restock clownfish and protect marine ecology.
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Underwater Ballet

In the depths of the Lembeh Strait in Indonesia and during the mysterious black water bonfire night dive, a
mesmerising scene unfolds. Small subjects, representing various species in juvenile or larval forms, ascend
from the ocean floor towards the illuminating light. Captured in this surreal moment is a lone juvenile
pipefish, gracefully navigating the water's surface amidst a myriad of small, transparent shrimp, creating
an otherworldly underwater ballet.

Massimo Giorgetta | Italy
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Sayedammar AlSayedahmed Alashoor | United Arab Emirates

Diverse Colours of Nature

Capturing the unity of nature through vibrant colours, a frog-legged beetle displaying iridescent hues of
blue, green, and violet stands on top of a captivating peacock feather. The beetle, known for its magnificent
appearance and long hind legs, complements the peacock feather, in a blend of pigments and photonic
crystals. This composition celebrates the diverse and brilliant beauty found in nature.
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Oleksandr Chornyi | Ukraine

Desire for More yiall § dedsll
Trapped by its own cravings, a snail, dissatisfied despite discovering a large strawberry, seeks more. Its Oc 4o deas obill (o BrusS 8505 Lle orginy Lol losn @8 el (§ uéng @iy W6 dilisy sl & 0o3l S50
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e importance of appreciating the present and warns against an insatiable thirst for more, a pursuit tha il 5alaal 30 oY 0 3488 3 Lapng (53Ul gl 8425 0

often deprives us of genuine happiness.
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Ali Salem Alhajri | United Arab Emirates

The Desert Caravan

A caravan of camels laden with provisions traverse the boundless desert towards the horizon. Behind them,
winds sculpt the golden dunes, painting fleeting shadows that dance with the day's waning light, igniting
a mesmerising shimmer and casting a spell of enchantment over this timeless trek. This breathtaking
panorama showcases the desert's raw beauty and enduring charm, while capturing the essence of Bedouin
travel — relentless journeys across the arid expanse in search of life-giving pastures and precious water.
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Agnieszka Wieczorek | Poland

The Yellow Fields

Captivated by the golden hue of the rapeseed field, a drone captures the picturesque view of a settlement
in the city of Swidnica in southern Poland. Nestled amid expansive rapeseed blooms that last only a few
weeks in spring, the settlement bathes in the radiant yellow landscape. The aerial perspective elevates the
beauty of the image, revealing an awe-inspiring vista of the fleeting yellow rapeseed fields.
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Do you have a great photograph, but it does not
convey all the messages that you want it to?

Do you feel that you are creative in the field of Fine
Arts and are able to formulate digital formations that
enhance the work that lives in your imagination?

Do you think enhancing your photograph digitally will
take it to the next level? Then this is the category for

you!

Our fourth and final category is Digital Art.




1st WINNER

Wanhua Zhao | China

oSl 2nd WINNER

Mahmoud Alkurd | Pzlestinian

WINNERS 3rd WINNER

Hannelore Schneider | Germany

4th WINNER

Jawharah Saeed Alzahrani | Saudi Arabia

5th WINNER
Irina Petrova | Russian Federation
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1st WINNER

Wanhua Zhao | China
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Boundless Dreams
This photo perfectly captures childhood curiosity and boundless imagination. The mind of a
child is eager to explore and pursue its dreams. Not even the moon is out of reach, when you

look at her through the lens of endless possibilities.

83



84

2nd WINNER

Mahmoud Alkurd | Palestinian Territory

While We Frame Our Happiness bolscd] bl
The ocean teaches us much. Watching the waves endlessly dance under the setting sun is a mesmerising s Aol Blazall ol olgadl JSI 3ol sgdo o Guaddl Wgxe i ilgi 3 b J| yodhis g Clyfﬁl samlie
sight. A lone paddler navigating through life's unexpected waves, chasing the radiant beacon of hope on Ll Cl“i Ly s dnyaly Godidly ssleadl siulesyl yeliall Gac ute dladl sl Bols clow ;}_’ S e bl e
the horizon. 399 3 amadll Jo¥l 8,lin sl s oS dlailolaay

3rd WINNER

Hannelore Schneider | Germany

A Child's Heartache
A child's world can crumble when their family falls apart. Feelings of isolation and abandonment can pierce
their heart, leaving them aching with loneliness. The road ahead feels grey and the silence is deafening.
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4th WINNER

Jawharah Saeed Alzahrani | Saudi Arabia

The Soft Power
A simple yet stark image that evokes wisdom, compassion, and vulnerability, calling for kindness. It gently
whispers: Strength does not mean cruelty.
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5th WINNER

Irina Petrova | Russian Federation

Future Farming deledinadl dely il
A cautionary tale: The environmental consequences of unsustainable farming demand that we embrace Wobauns dolrivog 8ySie decly cadlool Licts o lisle eguadl Dle 8 dnlsiawall sut delyzl kel Cblgsll i sing duad
innovative, sustainable, and ecologically responsible farming methods. Only then can we ensure a ol dzgebllg ul))JIa.,.s,_,i._»lx... s olos LS s baic Lio

harmonious future where farming and nature can coexist.
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Mohammad Qasim Sendi | Saudi Arabia

Coffee Time

Art meets caffeine in the harmonious blend of coffee and art. Cultures intertwine as paper cups become
canvases, inviting joy to café-goers. The art extends to coffee preparation, where pouring milk into an
espresso instantly becomes a canvas for creativity. Cappuccinos and lattes bear unique designs, showcasing
the dedication and creativity behind each cup. This artistic approach transforms the simple act of serving
coffee into a rich, visual experience.

MERIT MEDAL
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Scream

Embodying the contemporary man's cry against the overwhelming pressures and influences of the world.
The image is composed of two photographs — one capturing a Mawlawiya dancer in Alexandria and the
other showcasing the textured sand hills of the Siwa Desert. The merging of these images symbolises the
modern man's attempts to emerge from under the weight of external pressures, akin to breaking free from
piled sand as well as societal and material burdens.

Hesham Ragab | Egypt
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Hend Wahdan | Egypt

Gerascophobia logdoSwlu> wlay
In a mist-shrouded scene, a woman sits on a chair, gripping a pair of scissors, determined to rid herself w23 byl o palsdl Lle ool Canjie Lgil lgale 9309 (yaiias iﬁemé i S Lle Bl ol iolall oyag; 2gdne §
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escape the embrace of ageing and retain a semblance of youth and vitality. gsendls ol salin Blazsdls iosiedd] sy o ssell il

Frame
Photography captures life's emotions like no other artform. The image of an entrapped woman makes

tangible the harsh reality of the struggles with terminal diseases, thus transcending pixels. It's a call to
action, urging humanity to reconsider habits that amplify suffering by channelling creativity for greater
purposes, crafting images to alter perspectives and lives.

Arka Sengupta | India
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Walaa Ebraheem Ayob | Egypt
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Smoking Kills

Imagine life without a rasping cough, the stale aftertaste or the fear of each inhale. Imagine lungs filled
with crisp air, drawing in the scent of rain, the laughter of loved ones, the sweet promise of tomorrow.
Choose freedom, choose air, choose a breath untainted by the chains of tobacco.

Ishan Mukhopadhyay | India
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Smoke of the Past

In a hazy atmosphere, a sadhu, a Hindu ascetic, is enveloped in thick, billowing smoke, creating an ethereal
aura. The source remains unseen, imparting an otherworldly feel. The sadhu's weathered facial expression
reflects deep reflection and gloom, marked by wrinkles and eyes brimming with wisdom and sorrow.
Despite the sadness, resilience emanates, portraying tranquillity amid turbulent surroundings.
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Samy Al Olabi | Syrian Arab Republic
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Heavens and Earth
A deep journey through the diverse landscapes of the United Arab Emirates, spanning from its southern

valleys to northern deserts. Representing earth, 13 terrains showcase the nation's geological richness.
The heavens are also depicted through 13 astronomical objects observed in the skies of the Emirates.
The image harmoniously blends celestial and terrestrial elements, narrating stories of nature, heritage,
and the captivating mysteries of distant celestial bodies — a visual testament to the splendid diversity of

divine creations.
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Abdul Shukkur Paruthikalayil | India

Downtown Skyline E) sl
Dubai's majestic skyline showcases futuristic architecture, a testament to the city's rapid urban and Al 035 s3I gaseadl ($3LaiBdly sxanll sshill Lle 83lgd oo deliiiwall &)lazall dLwrigll exall s 381 orsy
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economic evolution. At the heart of Downtown Dubai stands the Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest skyscraper
5 IL. This iconi itomises Dubai' - . . - : °"
at 828 metres ta is iconic structure epitomises Dubai's ambition and commitment to pioneering BlSo j3m; s il ) | asaaly 55 i nclizel S o | U2 ety (530 35 90 [Ene s |
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architectural design, solidifying its status as a global city, renowned for commerce, tourism, and culture.

95



96

Nenad Martié | Croatia

Another Cliché 23] goi ro dpliflsS
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Aleksei Zakharov | Russian Federation

Fears Eat Me Up ASlgiag Sl

In this captivating image, intricate body art adorns the model's body and hands, portraying an indomitable s 3o 3 gy daumall sa0¥ls s Lle sb cldg wdzall (sl all Z_j)ﬂ doylall sobis sl 3y0.all 0in 3
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powerful expression of resistance and individuality in the face of the daunting world. e bt 3 Epall 185 2l Bolinall daslio e ol rees5 ipseadl g i shall imall 5 ]
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Debasis Paik | India

Our Mother LT
Nature, our mother, sustains life by providing oxygen, food, and medicinal benefits. Beyond trees, it SA%5g b elon il liniad wmyll oo Lle Sladl Gilss 8lal a5 lgias L s LA desdall Lule gins 138
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Saeid Arab Zadeh | Iran

Emancipation el
Blindfolded in the ocean's expanse, a woman symbolises freedom and courage, her quest for societal gainall G s 3126 8ylus 3 L Grw oy deladly dall Jl oy dhymall glusl (8 ouisnll dignmo 31yl
improvement unwavering. Despite life's tumultuous seas, she embodies our societies' aspirations, iig (o3l Iy Oolyandl dalgis diileaine lallad i g8 @zlsal Slibasl &3S0 bsall gl Lagas Lg: el
navigating challenges with resilience and hope. B IRIEE N
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Ali Zolghadri | Iran

Cat Stare S Sukis
Captured on the streets of Tehran, Iran, a black cat stares directly at the camera. Enhanced through did Olaalyg duise o lgiwre I oy 33wy 3l 3a03l bl lin 85000 lualSI Cdadill olnl olrab Eolods @
creative editing and a strategically added gap in the wall, the image exudes glamour. Reverence for feline Ll eyl b mtis Las sugsie Wbl colandl Gl 1in Carsls d2ysy Olivuns 5ol Lle g_1.1>_;|' 2;)>L:..

inspiration permeates the artist's extensive cat-themed photography, with this particular image standin 2 .
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out as their particular favourite. =

Infinite Dream

Serving as a digital manifestation of boundless imagination, a collage blending infinite dreams with finite
capabilities. Harmony prevails amidst the coexistence of chaos, symbolised by a flying bird representing a
powerful and swift mind, and a running horse embodying energy and ability. The race between mind and
effort unfolds, with the mind's lightning-fast speed leading, yet the persistent dreamer, undeterred, strives
to bridge the gap between aspiration and achievement.

Santanu Roy | India

JgA> )L' ro)[>/‘

il dglall S>3l oa sima e B 03948 0. 39 3933 0335 ¥ (s3I Sl &8sl dasgnall dgelapgl dogll okm 5umi
o)l Jall Jtay (530l el S5l Gogr )l Gl i dibaiiony Gooc 3 015 3gmm @8)laall 0 g 5393500l
Aal> 34dag olkise

101



102

Sergii Leonov | Ukraine

The Forgotten Ballerina

On an old house windowsill, a forgotten toy ballerina waits, symbolising endurance through adversity.
Bathed in harsh sunlight, her thin figure gains an enigmatic aura, while the window serves as both prison
and refuge. Her only companions are the wandering wind and a small spider. Despite the despair, she
awaits, a coiled spring ready to resume the magical dance of life, promising hope and joy.
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Games All the Time

Nestled in Japan's picturesque Joshinetsu National Park, the Jigokudani Monkey Park boasts a unique
spectacle. Amidst the snowy landscape, Japanese macaque monkeys find bliss soaking in the park’s natural
hot springs. While the serene scene unfolds, a playful thought arises: in our digital age, might these clever
primates join the virtual world humans are stuck in? Perhaps, one mischievous young macaque might soon
be found engrossed in a game, leaving its parents to chuckle (or scold) at its antics.

Zih Ching Chen | China
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Panca Suryadi Widodo | Indonesia

Dwarf 3
Five photos seamlessly merge in this composition. The grey sky, bathed in white light, forms the backdrop. dgseo gaadl B3I 13n oo (Bind co:0 asl 3 (33a 550855 clows lgialié puolic dua> o duidll danill odn alls
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shading, imparts a mystical aura. This symbolises human insignificance amidst the vastness of the world. i
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Ayman Elmeligi | Egypt

Whispers of Time ool Slaas
Time whispers through the mirror’s glass, reflected in the gaze of memories. Past lives smile back from o5 wado Slacl deuis dimly Sblb] 08 pezsll Gl Lle ygamall GlSUI LS Bhall Zl sie Goill Gungs
faded frames, while the hanging clock’s relentless tick punctuates the cascade of years. In that mirrored C—ub Uil Olis i pamll QLS oo Jguns s el oxie gy ey 85 S dosbily sucladll 42l Sl
aze, a lifetime washes over, bittersweet waves of joy and loss. = B - . . o g v .
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Natasha Mandal | India

Fraternity
‘We are one’ represents the profound interconnectedness of humanity, transcending differences in race,

culture, religion, and lifestyle. This powerful phrase calls for solidarity, compassion, and understanding,
emphasising our collective strength. The image depicts two individuals, one in black and the other in white,
symbolising unspoken acceptance of differences. It serves as a poignant reminder that shared humanity
prevails, fostering a harmonious world where diversity is celebrated, and every individual is respected.
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Harmony
Nature, the grounding force for all, is the catalyst for development. Our lives flourish when attuned to

its balance. Living in harmony with nature fosters peaceful coexistence. This artwork portrays a female
figure as a symbol of maternity, fertility, and sustainability, embodying the intrinsic link between women
and nature. The ivy mirrors the intertwining connection, while stones beneath signify the nurturing soil

supporting all life on Earth.

Xidong Luo | China
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Kamal Chawla | India
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Migrant Birds

Migrating Siberian Seagulls receive a warm welcome in India through this digital art that seamlessly blends
illustration and photography. The illustrated theatrical atmosphere, adorned with spotlights, anticipates

the arrival of these guests, while the superimposed photograph captures Siberian Seagulls in Delhi, findin . . s - K . . o P .
respite in the Ganga and Yamuna rivers during winter.
cliddl Juad o> Bgoly saig gill 5o

108

Route to Eternity
The Mevlevi Order, rooted in Konya, Turkey, traces its origin to Jalaluddin Muhammad Balkhi Rumi, a

13th-century Persian poet and Sufi mystic. Renowned as ‘whirling dervishes’, they engage in the practice
of whirling during dhikr, an Islamic remembrance prayer. The anniversary of Rumi's death, which falls on
the 17th of December, sees thousands gather at the Mevlana Mausoleum for Seb-i Arus, celebrating his
'Wedding Day' and spiritual union with the divine.

Oguz iPCi | Turkey
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Lukas Bedan | Czech Republic

pébsl Glasf
Inspired by contemporary dark times, particularly the war in Ukraine, this anti-war image captures a sharp s g2 feones Bon ynll Lanliall 8yg.all sin So5 dilSol (8 nl dolsg dawlog suslal Cidgll Cslalks &ls e
dl:escent |.n20 da;k;esks. A flg\:lre in m|||1]:cal.ryhunn|‘|ordm anda g.as.masl;::alls,:l)lurred ai]:cth; bott:c)lmj sy:bo||5|lzllg ol Slalls & Bl L dies & i glus gl6 o Slé glit B ssySunsll (s3Il (S350 aid (5902 G woomel
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Into the Darkness

eye introduces a symbol of life, which conveys not just decay and darkness but also hope. c s . ) 2
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The Big Dive

A fearless diver, akin to a daring bird, defies gravity in a spectacular leap. Muscles tense, concentration
palpable, the night background illuminated by the resplendent full moon. A striking contrast against the
darkness, the diver's extended limbs create a daring figure that seemingly defies and hangs from the
moon. This captures the harmony between bravery, beauty, and nature while also reflecting the dedication
and sacrifices in the world of competitive diving.

Bernardo Hernandez | Colombia
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Shad Abdul Kader | India

Resurrection Cemdl
Emerging from prolonged darkness into sunlight is never a seamless transition. Initial relief gives way to
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for universal.

Haunted Forest
Sunlight filters through ancient forest oaks in Northern Spain, casting an eery glow upon the moss-

covered earth. Silence reigns, broken only by the rustle of unseen creatures. Amidst the emerald embrace
of nature, the line between reality and imagination is blurred. Do unseen eyes watch from the depths of
the woods? Do phantoms whisper secrets on the wind? The forest holds its breath, inviting the mind to

wander into unseen realms.

Yousef Al Habshi | United Arab Emirates
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Matthew Renew | United Kingdom

Red Crested Turaco a3 652l o3 ekl
The Life of Birds' project envisions a future where humanity thrives amid lush nature. Influenced by 19th- palicy (Srma 33lg o) § drpblly Glesdl 4 ally Jubius Gle Jbs 8386 s 38 gordio B Jasll lin Gul
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North Cascades

The journey to Washington state in the northwest of the United States of America was long and
exhausting. On arrival, a massive park fire across the border in Canada filled the air with smoke, making
capturing a perfect image very difficult. Despite the challenges, the envisioned final image blended reality
with digital artistry, depicting a sharp mountain peak, the graceful flow of water, and blossoming flowers
in a tranquil atmosphere.

Mohammed Alomran | Saudi Arabia
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Jianying Tan | China

Tranquil Village

In Anhui Province, China, an image depicts the enchanting charm of a traditional Huizhou-style ancient
village. Renowned as the countryside in a Chinese painting, it is surrounded by mountains, its pink walls
and green-tiled roofs reflect in a serene lake, harmoniously blending humanity, ancient architecture, and
nature into a captivating UNESCO World Heritage site, a testament to our world's historical and cultural

marvels.
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Khadija Al Maamari | Oman
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Life Goes On

Depicting a solemn journey through the challenges of loss and life, the artwork uses a singular colour
to symbolise the fading memories of departed loved ones. The fish, embodying life beyond death,
metaphorically signifies the enduring presence of those who have departed. During the COVID-19
pandemic, the tragedy of loss intensified, witnessed through poignant family moments on small screens

and frames.
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Mehdi Ashrafivarzideh | Iran

Peeping Bl osles]
The world's cameras are observing us. Guided by this perspective, a background photograph was taken, IS Azt pomddl lin oo 5325 8yl o3 SELLs Glad elilghs (blys oy Olysals lin UL Ly NS
capturing the sensation of someone watching the man within the image from behind the wall. A subsequent
portrait was also taken, seamlessly montaged onto the wall, to convey a sentiment and opinion.

bl Gle zlisall Gasb o Ll oo’ @F Ldyl dains 8y000 Cuhaddll laz g (oo 034 (Bl )lusi] Lo § Bl
BySall ellsg yomldl 13 W Jai

118

MERIT MEDAL
RECIPIENT

Kiana Afshin | Iran
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Dream or Nightmare?
An eerie image portrays a young girl with night-black hair covering her eyes, clutching a butterfly-inspired

dress. Is it a sweet dream or a nightmare? What if it's real? Whatever it may be, waking up offers no

remedy.
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(STORY-TELLING)
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The Portfolio category returns once again to challenge
you (photographer’s) to showcase your story-telling
skills through a series of photographs.

A strong photographic story delves into the heart
of a subject matter and tells the story from your
(photographer’s) perspective.

A portfolio of photographs allows you to capture the
hearts and minds of an audience in a way a single
photograph cannot.




1st WINNER

Scott Portelli | Australia

oL 2nd WINNER
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4th WINNER

ntonio Aragon Renuncio | Spain
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Antarctica
Beneath the icy blanket of Antarctica lies a thriving ecosystem teeming with diverse wildlife. The sea ice
provides a platform for breeding and a vital food source. Above, the towering glaciers and snow-capped

mountains create a breath-taking backdrop for this fragile oasis of life.

1st WINNER

Scott Portelli | Australia
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Hatay Earthquake Aftermath sbl JIiJ5 ,GT
Known as the 'Disaster of the Century' the quake was one of the largest ever recorded in Turkey. S5 3 byl Gle gl @5 LAl 53l 58T oy Tamlg oS "opsall &ls

These tender images reconcile our human empathy and solidarity in the face of disasters beyond our Led Lle dsles Ll Ls o il Elesl dgalen § Lioliss (ilusyl Liables o 3568 dadyll yeull oin

control. A testament to our strength.

2nd WINNER

Arif Hudaverdi Yaman | Tiirkiye




Asian Elephants - The Challenge of Coexistence vigledl] saxi - dygrwdl dldl]
Asian elephants are culturally significant and require conservation efforts to coexist with humans. This 3 Joliy . dsludl Lle blandly pipledly d8ladl dwae N> o lgay s oy Sllge> lgil Lle asdl Lol JLII Yl sk

portfolio examines not only the challenges they face coexisting with humans, but also the grandeur of Jeandl olosndl in dobic J] BLAIL il zo plois ioleil g3 Ll bl Gas | Calell
this majestic creature. (88219 va sl Cilal

3rd WINNER

Brent Stirton | United States of America
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| Wanna Be Messi "eanzo” 0951 ol ]
In Togo, Africa, a remarkable center is dedicated to providing children with disabilities a chance at a better WL .ol semidly sl ducgs Gumunit) dunyby dunwainio dile,y 89y el 593 o Jab3U &y S50 A20 iy 31 g6 3
quality of life and a sense of security. Often abused and neglected, these children live and breathe football, Apyadls oLl gl 5 il a3l 85 oty Gty s londls clinl bl 35 Lz Lo

which brings them a sense of peace and freedom.

4th WINNER

Antonio Aragon Renuncio | Spain
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5th WINNER

Jasper Doest | Netherlands
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Meet Bob e e ey
Meet Bob is a tale of love, compassion, and resilience. Bob, a flamingo, survived severe injuries after flying 5218l 338y gy pabuo o 325 "oy gmiadlall 3l 2o cabladly dasyll Jo> 5913 dagh) o> dad (b "y Lle Bi="
into a hotel window. He now inspires the entire island community with his strength and positivity. Bob's Gapall oLyl of Lle b8 oy o] sl sy501 oz olalls il Tyrco s 35 .;y”e o [ 5305 Loy S

story is a reminder that love and empathy can have a significant positive impact on the world around us. s> e wlall e S sl) 155 ) 005 Lo LLE iblal ol de 60l
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Arturo Rodriguez | Spain

Paradise in Ashes

On September 19, 2021, the Canary Islands witnessed its most devastating volcanic eruption in history,
forcing the evacuation of 7,000 people and destroying 1,345 homes. Within the exclusion zone, the Cumbre
Vieja volcano unleashed a slow-motion annihilation on the once-lush land, aptly named 'El Paraiso.' Lava
flows and volcanic ash created a tomb of black snow, burying homes and fields alike. The eruption also
ejected ash, blanketing roofs and windows, and erasing the distinctive features of the once-paradisical
landscape. This haunting series captures the aftermath of the eruption while reflecting the profound
ttransformation from beauty to desolation.
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Jan Erik Waider | Germany
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Bark Europa

Aboard the historic tall ship 'Bark Europa’ to Antarctica, the last great wilderness on earth. The trip
witnesses vast landscapes, towering mountains, ancient volcanoes, glaciers, and dramatic coastlines, with
diverse and surprising weather and wildlife. This surreal and beautiful experience over twenty-four days
offers a glimpse into the challenges faced by ancient explorers in their quest for the white continent. The
crew and fellow passengers form a tight-knit family during the journey from Punta Arenas, Chile, through
the Drake Passage, South Shetland Islands, and the Antarctic Peninsula, to Ushuaia, Argentina.
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Maurizio Di Pietro | Italy
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Zero Hunger

In pursuit of the United Nations' 'Zero Hunger' goal by 2030, the embrace of insect breeding and
consumption has emerged as a sustainable practice gaining global traction. Despite the acknowledged
challenge of achieving zero global hunger, the focus remains on maximising efforts. Insects are rich in
proteins, environmentally sustainable and offer minimal ecological footprint in terms of emissions, water,
and soil consumption. Efforts are also underway to make insects more palatable, integrating them into
familiar products such as crackers or cookies.
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Cristiano Xavier | Brazil
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Insoluble
On Brazil's north coast lies Lengdis Maranhenses, shaped by sea currents and wind into a landscape

of white sand dunes over millions of years. Yet, modern maritime currents also bring global garbage to
this remote region of South America. In a secluded part of the region, discarded waste forms nature-
encapsulated sculptures, half-buried in the sand, enduring for years due to minimal human interference.
This unintentional geology highlights an Anthropocene era, where human activity alters earth’s climate
and ecosystems globally.
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Maria Cristina Garzone | Italy
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Brand New Ship Ll .y di

In Dhaka, Bangladesh, a large ship has reached the end of its operational life, showing extensive rust 4 paiy dgie guwls Gl Lle Taall Lo lasle 5akils (el osac &lgi J) 838 digdios Cbiog csiapndlaniy — 183 3
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Gyana Mohanty | India

Challenge of Survival

Documenting the perilous journey of Olive Ridley Turtles in India's Rushikulya River, the hatchlings
encounter numerous threats from land to ocean. Birds such as crows and the Greater Spotted Eagles pose
a particularly significant threat to the turtles as they head towards the water, to go with crabs found on
the beach. Likewise, jellyfish use their stings to immobilise and feed on the tiny turtles in the water. This
goes along with human activities, habitat destruction, and pollution, all of which indicate the urgent need
for conservation efforts to safeguard these defenceless turtles from a multitude of threats.
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Haitham AL Farsi | Oman

Nesting Turtles

On the golden beaches of the Ras Al Hadd Reserve, the beauty and gracefulness of the resident green
turtles shine. Emerging from the depths of the sea, these captivating creatures visit one of the Oman's
largest and most visited reserves. With skilful claw movements, they dig into the sand to bury their eggs.
Despite appearing to cry by shedding tears, they are in fact taking part in a natural process of eliminating
excess salt from their bodies. They then elegantly return to the water after completing this intricate
nesting ritual.

oSl Lldisy

breo¥l Baliall 6in oyenis 3] giBlinyg dagiiall clyianl Camdldl Jlax @il sl Guly drama) dun il Sblgll Lle
ol 8ale Sl lauda 0530 Josdl § sanié b5 bsisTy plad  leanall 58T oo 83215 59555 vl Glacl oo
S50 kel 3L dmprall § 9ngund @8loll & il sgasll 85 o o LS5 izl ol oo el Gles ladle ledde

Badzoll phcdimdl Gusdb o clgidl sy clall Ul Gdlie (9392 @05 eoslwal o

147



Alireza Ahmadizadeh | Iran
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Light
Life is inseparable from light; it's not just a physical necessity, but an emotional and poetic force, oeilly . ilzally 330)l Yas dyy=isg dsable 358 an s Byopd ﬁssdﬁﬁwi)@ﬁﬂ»du 4Hodll e Bledl Elas ¥

instilling existence with meaning. Whether brightening a room, reflecting off clouds, dancing on water,
g . h . F iy life i ; . ) :
or illuminating fac?s, light .creates moments of bt::‘autyt. at captivate ob.servers ocused o.n daily life in Lol Ll oyl £lenBl Ldinds wlasle LS & dumsall 3Ll e Liles b il dcoanall oins 4l

Turkey and Iran, this collection celebrates the poetic ambiance shaped by light—from glass windows to old = = N . i
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bazaars, barns, and carpenter workshops.




Hugo Santarem Rodrigues | Brazil
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Preserving Culture

This project reveals the incredible diversity within Africa, challenging common stereotypes of the continent.
Globalisation is reshaping ancient traditions and beliefs, with scarification and traditional village life facing
extinction. Scarification is a complex tradition blending beautification, rites of passage, identity, and
religious practises. In fact, many African cultures incorporate such rites with permanent marks and the
experience of pain. Despite tourism contributing to cultural preservation in Africa, the majority of these
customs will one day vanish due to outside influences and urbanisation.
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Mehmet Aslan | Turkey
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Life’s Hardships
In 2016, Munzir, lost his right leg in a bomb blast in Idlib, Syria, and sought emergency treatment in LS55 il 3 t5lb e Lle Jsanl) Grews dsaw — o] 3 b Hlasl & ol Bl 51:8 36 2016 ple &3
Reyhanli, Turkey. During pregnancy, Zeynep (Munzir’s wife), inhaled chemical gases and was forced to take 385 i Lol 5335 1 (55l Lo dyo8l Jolis I cybaiily dyolass SHLE Cdiitanl ((kio d23) caiz Joo by6 oLl
medication which resulted in their son Mustafa being born with no limbs. Despite the challenges, young el ol glo By g &> gutsos diselly pmia Jib oa o8 wolmaally Sl ol b gi

Mustafa, a lively child who is always smiling, radiates positive energy. Now back in Syria, the family
are among the millions facing displacement and loss in Idlib but are striving to rebuild their lives amid the
harsh realities of war.
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Merig¢ Aktar | Turkey

Potters of Cappadocia
In Cappadocia, Turkey, pottery making thrives as a generational profession, passed down from father to

son. This ancient craft defines the livelihood of the town of Avanos, with workshops dotting every corner.
Skilled craftsmen transform the local soil into perfect works of art. Gokhan, one of the last pottery masters
in Cappadocia, has dedicated nearly three decades of his life to this art form. In his Avanos workshop, a
mystical ambiance unfolds as he shapes pottery, bathed in the golden hours of the setting sun.
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Mostafa Brayez | Syrian Arab Republic

Conceptual Reality

This conceptual art collection delves into the philosophy of existence, exploring and analysing life's concepts.
Recognising a multi-dimensional reality, it navigates the intertwining elements of beauty and pain, light
and darkness, happiness and sadness. Addressing profound philosophical questions surrounding truth,
time, space, and human connections, the collection invites contemplation on our intricate relationship with
the world. Through its thought-provoking pieces, it seeks to unravel the complexities of existence and the
profound interplay of elements that shape our understanding of life.
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Owen Harvey | United Kingdom

Young Matadors

Bullfighting is deeply ingrained in Spanish identity since the year 711 AD but faces increasing controversy
over the ethics of animal killing for entertainment. In Spain, the focus shifts to the next generation of
matadors. These young men, inspired by a culture which emphasises respect, courage, and discipline,
often hail from families who have historically participated in bullfighting. Their performance is marked
by strength, movement, and machismo which transcends spectacle for them, shaping not only their
professional, but also their personal lives within and outside the arena.
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Alex Buisse | France
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Mountain Rescue
This series documents the operations of an elite mountain rescue unit in Isére in the French Alps. World-

renowned, France's professional mountain rescue consists of various specialised units that work to
prevent serious accidents while providing a service that is free of charge. Rescues often involve doctors
administering care before transporting patients to nearby hospitals in the city of Grenoble. All rescues
are executed with the utmost professionalism, ensuring success in varied situations from crevasse falls

to skiing injuries.
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Raphael Alves | Brazil
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Welcome to Anama

A sign welcomes visitors to Anama, hailed as the 'Venice of the Amazon.' This amphibious city has
grappled with persistent flooding, compelling residents to construct 'marombas'—wooden-planked floors
atop stilt houses. Some families have relocated due to rising water levels, which has caused challenges
such as murky drinking water and a scarcity in basic supplies. Over the past decade, Manaus, the capital of
Amazonas, has witnessed historic floods, with 2021 marking the highest level at 30.02 metres, which was
the largest flood in the history of the Amazonian region.
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Dipabrata Sur | India

Struggles of the Sea sl Olelo
The small fishing village of Talsari in Odisha, India, witnesses the daily struggles of fishermen affected by ey lawodl slacl GaBls ookl losd dalsy dungs sleluo siglly Linsgl 0al8] § 5oLl Bysiall spnll &)3 2g5
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Zienab Mohamad Adel | Egypt

Volunteers

Volunteering with a team at a government children's hospital in Egypt involves engaging in various
activities such as drawing, origami, storytelling, and playing music, as well as organising celebrations filled
with dancing, singing, puppet shows, and clown performances. The goal is to bring joy and happiness to
the hearts of these children, helping them forget their pain and potentially strengthening their immunity.
Many moments, marked by happiness, love, and grief, are shared during the volunteers’ time with the
children.
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Shyjith Onden Cheriyath | India

Surreal

At the ‘Surreal’ waterfall in Dubai, immersive walls come to life as gushing water cascades over them,
defying gravity by appearing to flow upwards in a stunning engineering marvel. Central spirals also
release roaring hydrogen flames, illuminated with unexpected vibrant colours. Every element, down to
carefully timed water splashes, adds to the spectacle. Originally a main attraction at the Dubai Expo,
this extraordinary artificial waterfall now stands as a captivating legacy at Dubai Expo City, showcasing
innovation and spectacle in its ongoing allure.
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Hadi Dehghan Pour | Iran
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Pepper Season

Pepper harvesting season unfolds in the villages of Iran’s Razavi Khorasan province. Farmers diligently
collect the crops, then spread them under the sun to dry before grinding. This region significantly
contributes to the region’s pepper needs. With a climate conducive to pepper growth, vast hectares
cultivate diverse pepper varieties. As summer comes to an end, the harvesting season lasts a month,
engaging farmers and workers who collaborate in collecting, drying, and sending the peppers to mills
before being shipped off to different parts of the world.
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This category remains a favourite among
photographers who have an outstanding eye for
visual compositions that do not necessarily fall into
any of the other categories.

Year after year, this category has gained quality and
depth, not to mention numbers, with over a third of
all entries registered in the competition.

We continue to offer participants two opportunities
to participate in this category: Black and White - to
give the deserved substance to this classic art form;
and colour - giving participants the option to dazzle
the jury and viewers with their vibrant compositions.
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WINNERS

1st WINNER

alln

2nd WINNER

Talib Al Marri | Saudi Arabia

3rd WINNER

Salim Sultan Al Hajri | Oman



1st WINNER

Ravi Kanth Kurma | India
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A Dance of Seagulls
A captivating scene on the river Yamuna in Delhi, India, unfolds as seagulls gather in a lively
flurry, indulging in nature's bounty. A testament to the harmony that exists here between

humanity and wildlife.
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2nd WINNER 3rd WINNER

Talib Al Marri | Saudi Arabia Salim Sultan Al Hajri | Oman
Above the Sun vwaddl 599 Desert Saga chinall daxlo
In the heart of the Masai Mara, Kenya, as the sun paints the sky with golden hues, a striking moment o0 a8 LgilSy dsly3)1 ahas A sall Aanlll s aions dan olall clocadl Guadill o053 Ladgy S dyla sloslo a8 8 Placed at the starting line, an Osmo Action Digi camera, perfectly captures the thrill, frenzy and energy that ola PL"i "o2ed S| gajel” g5 e ysalSI fizdg ket 3 Dagdadl Syl OBles s3] banlice Ll 53ta RN
unfolds. A giraffe emerges from the sunlight, its graceful silhouette capturing the elegance of wildlife. .éi_\;JI Ll 35061 4 | LI g0 a3 « 2l sl embodies the commencement of a classic camel race in the Sultanate of Oman. The spirirt of compeition Bl o goill 13n oo § sbicHly Slewliall 3 PLEf il Sblsgall sais bo W . 3lewdl @85l

is simply palpable.
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Henry Jr. Doctolero | Philippines

Waiting for Mother

In the remote village of Turtuk, an enchanting scene unfolds. A shy girl, seated underneath a tree, patiently
awaits her mother returning from the market. Wrapped in a cloth to ward off the cold, she embodies the

village's raw beauty while also offering a glimpse into the tranquil daily life in this picturesque border
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region nestled between the Karakorum Range and the Himalayas.
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Neelima Azad | India

Camel Bath

Camels bathe in the sea, their eyes radiating with the warmth of the ocean. As the animals wade into the
water, their herder watches vigilantly to prevent them from straying too far or losing their footing. The
immersive image, taken up close in the water, reveals the challenges faced by camel herders in managing
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the camels they look after.
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Jayanta Guha | India

Mud Bath Ol pli>
A mother elephant and her cub stroll through the grasslands of India's first-ever national park, the Jim A9 Agiball Cagy 68 paz dpa> b Aigll 3 duibg ddya> J9it=§ Azl ?‘bb‘ﬂ»‘; Byrabill Ligb 3 Yoy laledss gl&lﬁs
Corbett National l?ark's, ‘on a. hot afternoon. Having just bathed in the Ramganga River, tf.ley anage in a b2 @l Aadin oy dewlill et a2l oo it o) okl pE> 3 ool Liilialy g3 (3 planicodly Igas of
mud bath, protecting their skin from the harsh sun, a moment of natural care and adaptation in the wild. llsgals (lydl dplan & dmgrall o
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Rhino Tag

The Solio Game Reserve in Kenya houses the world's largest rhino population, boasting several hundred
white and black rhinos across its 19,000-acre conservancy and 45,000-acre ranch. This ancient sanctuary
plays a vital role in East Africa's rhino rehabilitation and is recognised as the globe's most successful
private rhino breeding reserve. The captivating photo features two southern white rhinos engaged in a
playful game of tag, embodying the reserve's spacious and threat-free environment.

Amish Chhagan | United Kingdom
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Nhat Dang Thu Phan | Vietnam

Deema Hasoobah | Saudi Arabia

Passing By sl On the Edge dsl=l e
Below the city, where the heart of Dubai beats, dancing shadows weave a fleeting story cast by an iy L5lSs dacleiny el Lalis Byle i£|9) Slagll suuz le dadlll P! s (33 B Gy Cu dipsall Ja ) Braving heights in Vinh Long, Vietnam, a fearless worker meticulously removes aged bricks from a towering w98 5laz e pasdll Lol o ol dlac iz, 3 aolzasiell i 3 sguas Jale LLaLai)eBg,“a ighy @55 46 dyre 3
architectural marvel. The sun c.asts its ra{/s like a gentle brushstrone agélnst glass, painting a trans.lent W65 (30 A duwssll hidls dosdl snlivll S5 ds obasll zrue Ll Sple gl pusid 12l ole dls arched wall, showcasing resilience and dedication to craftsmanship amidst the challenging task. ezl dngall oim (§ Gilazlly 5 | Giso 46 Llad sgdie § wgnlis
canvas on the urban stage. Amidst the daily rush, a moment of stillness is captured, a symphony of light lasle diilaladl s 5 Jss 555 deishoass laio Casss o )
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and shadow whispering tales of serenity. s o 909 % - :
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Zakir Hussain | Pakistan

Journey of Reflection Jolill il
The YJourney of Reflection’ encapsulates the transformative power of self-exploration and the profound sgid) s3] lgud 3oy Lo @i dewnid (ol BLES Y Al & Tzo Guoadl slgunid Aol 3oall ol dlsy adls
connection between introspection and the world around us. In a captivating moment frozen in time, the ol 3 alll o)l Lainlg isusll o o ol CoLitasy dl,) 3 olesin Loy uiSiliie sy 0230

beauty of two souls intertwined is witnessed, embarking on a voyage of self-discovery, seeking clarity,
and embracing the transformative power of reflection.

Nader Isa Albazzaz | Bahrain

Interaction Ji/_:u“
Taken at the Xposure International Photography Festival in Sharjah, UAE, this photograph depicts the Jelasll samiall 4 sl Slilogly &8,Ll 55L0] § lm_q| 3l Bl sisall yamill Josll xzauuS] olasgo cro Brsuall oin 3
profound interaction between a festival visitor and a nature-themed image, symbolising the harmonious oty il | suaiss 010802 @o olill élizell zlosidl J) sgiall 3ossd sl 8y5.09 ol 5515 oo Bos

integration of the artist with their audience. A successful photographer stands out by offering distinctive
and creative perspectives and by leaving an indelible mark that captivates viewers, urging them to closely
examine the image and interpret its intended message. lelazs I
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Lighthouse

In Iceland, a group of friends, united by a shared passion for photography, set out to capture the untamed
beauty of the North Atlantic coastline near a rugged lighthouse. Discovering a secure vantage point above
the cliffs, they witness the ocean's powerful symphony, marked by relentless waves crashing against
ancient cliffs. Amidst nature's clamour, birds resiliently glide through the chaos, seemingly untouched by

the danger of the crashing waves.
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Giovanna Costanza Arnaud | Italy
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Ariyan Haque Joy | Bangladesh

Fishing in the Fog bl § sl
On a fog-laden winter morning, two men stand beneath a bridge, engaged in the timeless pursuit of fishing s é Lok 585 cvo Elow¥l 3o Soun e lagledy ¥ puandl Cand 3oy iy wplally Adle Soid poy theo &_g
from the Padma River. The eerie ambiance of the mist adds a touch of mystery to what is supposed to be Bl Jsb e Bl Al 3ling Loo ol 13gue 09% of oias Lo I Gdsaill (e due) dagnall Gluall slgal Cipie
a tranquil scene, creating a captivating moment along the water's edge. Lol
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Thien Nguyen Ngoc | Vietnam
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Unwavering Love

A rare scene of a sperm whale calf nursing from its mother off the coast of Mauritius. The young calf pushes
its lower jaw into the nipple cavity and the mother squirts the milk into the baby's mouth underwater. The
bond between mother and calf is strong, as the calf relies on its mother for protection from predators and
guidance in navigating the vast ocean.

Catherine Lawson | United Kingdom
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Gentle Giant

Gracefully gliding through the pristine reefs of Tubbataha, Philippines, a massive whale shark embodies
the tranquillity of the Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park. Positioned in the heart of the Sulu Sea, this marine
protected area stands as a distinctive atoll reef, boasting a remarkable concentration of marine species. It
also serves as an extensive nesting site for the region’s birds and turtles.
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Raghuvamsh Chavali | India

Contrasting Strings daslizo Uyl
As the winter sun dipped below the horizon in Ontario, Canada, a quiet street produces a mesmerising Jl oSl c0an G poloddl ol oty ioassll dhia) 3 3891 o clitdl Guads oo Laigy sl onylisl dzblio 3
sce:eli.Hiih'-tension eIe:t‘rji? c::les.cr_;_e:te :n :tharII‘ti‘rlg p?::]ern againszthe clear skyZ forming Zda‘nﬁe :f igame Jlo duady ] Jonisd digdlo cliy) el cond [l Ui Jlall sgadl 15 il gl bl Bl oL sg.

d - truct t t th t .
metallic strings suspended in the air. The stark simplicity of the man-made structures intersected wi e 56 e el Jlandl o gblas Lills ol gieo 0o o ool JSliel dlall dbluudl os clogll 3 i

natural beauty of the sky, evokes awe, as if unearthing a secret world hidden in plain sight. ; f ..
4 5Bl Gel 08 3] BBl s 3 Biw Wle CaisS clo=l (3 duanylby ol
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Edmond Teng Wei Ping | Malaysia

Morning Fog Zlall ol
On a foggy Abu Dhabi winter morning, the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque's domes and minarets partially Ol S laio Ja plo idlog suSIl l raddl golz GLS el 9 Sludll > ool § Oluall sdle seiis e d
emerge from the mist, with a dove gracefully flying through the soft fog. A unique and beautiful image 3l oluailly eliually pxladl J) ox5 dlians 53058 Br00 eclill Cludl yuc iéL;z:y . :hb 3531 t_é")ij9 ‘3)“;
symbolising the peace, serenity and tolerance enjoyed by everyone living in the United Arab Emirates. i : T o ) L v o
Baxiall dg sl Shlogl dos 3 HSun (o JS @ ginly
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Abhishek Basak | India

Bandar Baba bl as
In Varanasi, a rare and intense love exists between a man and his monkey, akin to a bond between a 8 ssadia Jall e .ole Ol o candl dbayly duds 3389 Uy o d3oBs 8,56 > 83 3305y rigl aolibls disse §
ﬁther aEd sol:. Known as Bandar Bab: (father (?f thz mh?nkey)I in. the czmmunitly, th.e m_z;_rl:.along Witg oin podll img wszllly splaniastly (JSU & il (3 Alind JS 033 g0 DLy sng (il ol) "Ll H3b" uols dzazs
is mc.m ey s are' every moment toget er — .eatlng, at mg., playing, and even sleeping. This pure an , | S0 Lle sy dlagly Lmg dals Able 5 ) Jete 3 L3l il ynlol
exclusive connection represents their only family, an extraordinary bond for the ages. = -

Barun Rajgaria | India

dgillag a8 5lid Conils Bysaall 3o dalal e bsloyll 283 cpmylall il 5395 S LIS (953 du sl Jliidl &ds
ey ually A8 35 daess 15038 Bl 5 Logis Aol housll 3uelas § (539 el gy 2o ecdall puolisip dBian
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One Winter Evening

West Bengal whispers tales of winter's bite, but a bond knows no chill. Huddled beneath a tattered
blanket, a tribal girl shares the warmth with her young furry friend. In eyes that crinkle with shared smiles,
an ancient bond glows, woven of trust and a love that transcends words.
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Zuhair Al-Traifi | Saudi Arabia

Farmer elis
An Indian farmer surrounded by palm trees on a sunlit day, tends to the fields in Unaizah, Qassim Region, couadnn poy 8 b | slosl dy buse dssezad| dus y2ll dSLanlly il dibio § B3ui8 9 Jodnlly iz sain eol3s
Saudi Arabia. With his face partially covered, the worker prepares the land for planting. Many South Asian ) S Jalsl lin G . leall Gidy olitdal slie dia 335 eile 09:0‘.’)3” 4.:I))J el

workers, migrate to Saudi Arabia for various labour roles in order to support their families back home . : . -
: | | dlely wgsll Bl dlasgll (o daline JKo| Jol) &332l JI el gis ¢ Lozl ¢ sl
before eventually returning with a sense of accomplishment. obsll 3 pases 2 ) e J $ “® Jt fj > o0 J w . PL@J
Ol padlal JI Sl 4lg5 8 loss=s ol Ju8

Seifallah Koussani | Tunisia

Marina lplo
Marina, a timeless symbol of strength and grace, captivates in the interplay of shadows and light. Wrapped oheodb o zlos: lagzs Linle Gl edls JBI G goz wolall seols Agin 3 @Sydlg 8ol 131> oy Ao 8Li8 Lisyle
in a mysterious scarf, her enigmatic allure tells a visual story. Yet, it's her eyes that truly enchant — K d}% osially zosll rolsa ] 45 ol Ol lasiae o6 well3 &;9 Al 4ad e 25 Lol laioslss

a window to character and resolve, leaving an everlasting mark. In monochrome, the photo intensifies . . Loz oo
. L . . ” ol Ll daoll OlyusSy (dinlSl sl 398 e 38859 (selinadl CaiSaS 3guwdle Gaw3l gl Ol 8y0.0)l 6dn (§ Ll 1551
emotions, emphasising inner strength and expressions that transcend time, revealing true beauty. WIS oll ey 1099 59 < seodly Gaodl Gslll DI & 3Rl
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Raheel Taj Uddin | Pakistan

Contemplation Sal
Capturing a moment of contemplation within Lahore's Wazir Khan Mosque, whilst inviting reflection on Gl @ilb 3 JAU Lo call Camiiaals gond dissa 3 o> 3js dxeo wloy 3 Jaldl oo @an) byouall sin Seund
alalls szl o clonl § cormg disSn § Joliy b Sz 890 Sgiall GSs2in nysog loclosl i skl dpasdl

soatlly Jolll ] a5 eliwall (po llisdy plusl @i dstio Boes I Brsuall & JBJ ansSl 3050

the diverse and personal nature of devotion. An elderly man sits in quiet reflection, surrounded by symbols
of prayer, while an empty chair offers an open invitation to create moments of serenity through meditation
and reflection.

Giancarlo Restuccia | Italy

Alleyway in Florence

In Florence, Italy, a small alleyway leading to the Piazza del Duomo teems with tourists. The narrow street
is illuminated by natural light, forming a striking contrast with the Duomo's marble stone facade. A tourist
is captured from behind and assumes a dynamic pose at the scene's centre. The silhouette adds strength
and integration to the urban context, creating a compelling image of bustling city life.

Luisels § 555

bl gl e5.5 o3lay Sudll pLidly el AL Bl ] (5352 ko 3B s losl Luirolls Eivsa 3
sediall s § &Suolins demidg 35k gl S0l (§ sebins duolinyll &zl 5151 dgzly o Jmio ol JSuiid
A Lall dsall Bl Dlis 500 Gl loo isrdal Gledl J Blossly 365 &l 8ypunll Caunds szl ddbail sill
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Hiiseyin Karahan | Turkey

MERIT MEDAL
RECIPIENT ,

In Erzincan, Turkey, the stone road connecting Kemaliye and Divrigi is renowned as one of the world's most oy 3 elledl 8 Gaos @bl 58T e d35S5 28259 WlasS O busy SVl sxaall Gushll seid LSsn olxisiyl diyas K
challenilnlg3;0utes, b?astlllng numierot:js tunnels, ben:s, and sharp cliffs. Initiated in 1870,I thle colnstru:tion 2002 ple 3 JaiSls Lole 132 §ysiwls 1870 ole & Gl L] i-\e B3l Slysmially Slelinidly Gl oo syasll
spanne years, finally completed in 2002 with state support. Using primitive tools, local residents e ) : P -

45l Olgsl planiwly eubsll (syaall 3 9 d=uinll o)l A Godsodl Gl s gl ¢
meticulously carved through the impervious rocks of the Dark Canyon, a remarkable feat of determination WAl ol e ChT & 2223 3 T 2 . s A “ 299 Lodl e e
and craftsmanship. Alolall 5303 d835 prouaill des; 0a oz @y Slai] 29 Baprs

Kemaliye Tunnel

Pier Carlo Arena | Italy

End of the Tunnel Sadl Llgi
In Piani D'Invrea, Italy, and on a cold and windy January day, a lone man with hands in his pockets walks 4 lesly pllis 345 8 13emg e oy beolSUl bl daslell 53,W1 55k PLli O poy 3o dalgdl Lyans Sl 4,8 8

through a dark tL{nnel towards the sunllght..An image reflectlrlg the themc—f‘ of SO|ItUt.2|e, imagining the oosus ko 05851 s eall S il imo ol ] sgeall i yubonion . 50l c0ud o3 damo Louss idanes 8
man's contemplative thoughts and that even in darkness, there is always a glimmer of light at the end of . . . . R ) P
the turmel bl dlg & soill @6y oo 33 3 dllall 2zl Lage 6l 4]
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Deepbrata Dutta | India

Scindia Ghat Ole baiew
A serene evening along the shores of the Ganges in Varanasi, India. At the Scindia Ghat, birds return to WOle Laipw 3 Lol U] 3055 opososhll lad (65 donigll Llbbl dpse § Bl 1e5 Gblod Jsb Lle dsla EWN]
&l B32lgn soub B Lyly clowadl 925 byluul Lisgus 135wl 4852 sgac b3l G hrno vedl Olado Lle Jloss o)laidlls
eolisllodn by elisdl plawsdl Gizo sz ol 13480 G580 diune Ui loRan S5 03l oo sloel d3g olil>

their nests, boats meander, and a changing room pillar stands out. Notably, three migratory birds, four
rings, and three bamboo sticks craft distinct patterns, composing a compelling and minimalist scene that
harmoniously highlights the rhythmic interplay of elements.

Md. Shakib Hossain | Bangladesh

Collecting Water

In the Kumarkhali Municipality of Bangladesh, the ongoing water crisis poses a great threat to the
livelihoods of the local community. During times of scarcity, every family member, from children to the
elderly, assumes the role of a warrior in the collective effort to secure clean water, highlighting the critical
nature of the situation.

oleddl e Jouanl

238 s Anall gaizall § Giesdl Jed @IS S 13,305 Bratenall slpall dajl J3i 2yl 3 JlolesS dly &
(Soedl allall 55y img ikl oleall Lle Jouanll Gelaz T d5LS of l9ilS Jabl dxeoll 3181 0 338 JS o3y wlsall
JslesS aly Jal diumy (3l gssll
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Aleksandra Azemkina | Russian Federation

Sasha Ll
Summer's final bloom meets fiery gaze: a redhead's portrait, bold against vibrant greens and sun-kissed ol lgasles ololly Lalill yasdl ‘,L‘,i locd 35 weliges 8lid) 8y0u0 3] Byl 8ybity il 5353 Caguanll 8305
hues. Black and white whispers intimacy, freckles and textures dancing in contrast, as deep ocean eyes ssuan o Ll @oxe st LiSs 5 Ul il oums A B o $201, laams Ll 935 Weihis ledas

hold th Id. Sasha i f a th -ki fi , h fined in timel . . . < p P
old t : story untold. Sasha is a muse of a thousand sun-kissed frames, her beauty redefined in timeless A 5l ool sl § anrlal) gz Uigys5 s lallams g wiunill Caile oyl ool o33 algl
monochrome. < sy osedd

Ahmed Abdulazim Abdulrazik | Egypt

Aging Gracefully

In China, the elderly often attributes stress management as the key to a longer, healthier life, acknowledging

d5gi il 5L,
Sl dovio Gle @l 556 58538 ool dodlsg sall Jsb Flise (b il hi2dll 815] ol el HUS 08s weall §
(53839 bl araas 33 23al) Gaaidlall 3ué GolndYl dallie o6 elaizdl Jeladl dganl oo pésll Lles . Jasll doslog
(s " sl Ay iy (sls dile 95 sazll o R "OLaS" spall Bl 3 Eaalil] 03 O3 389 A Ay J)

Aoyl puall (538 s3] 8 dinmy

its impact on both physical and mental well-being. Although social interactions are crucial, associating
with the wrong people can induce stress and have the opposite effect. This philosophy is exemplified in the
life of 95-year-old Mr. Chan, also known as "Rich Uncle," who happily resides in an ancient Chinese village.
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Deba Prasad Roy | India

Looking for Space oo e Sl
Captured during a Muslim festival near Dhaka, Bangladesh, the image reveals a common practice due to Wdlusall gaaz o A5l D> e 8ysall oSy ylndin S5 dysa v sl o] Hlasge S bysaall & 53

the incomplete electrification of Bangladesh railway. Commuters, accustomed to taking risks in order to bl Harilun 1S3 Hlaill 5 toy gl seSll Al Giosdes § Ayl el et Jais] pse Lo
save money, travel on the train’s rooftop free of charge. Amidst the chaos, a man looks upward, scannin . = o . o T L. . )
> ) P 8 P & Blaill zlio olSe Jl Gilhio (Le¥l U] Uy shiis i uboidl o3n bvgs SIAdl a5 593 Jal e pailin Gosblis
for an available space to climb and eventually reach his home.
Aiie Jl gozll Ay duuds Lle ©5ay 3 i 4 il

Pottery Making

In Menoufia, Egypt, a powerful triangle composition frames young Qasim, alongside his brother Ahmed,
mother, and sister—united in their traditional craft of pottery-making in the village of Jirays. The image,
reflecting strength and innocence, documents a community passing down their inherited pottery-making
skill, thereby preserving the glory of their simple craft.

Mohammed Gharib Abdelaaal | Egypt
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Thaib Chaidar | Indonesia
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Mama Doly

On the outskirts of the city of Biak, Papua, Indonesia, the photograph depicts a poignant scene near the
northern coast of the island. Mama Doly and her daughter collect firewood at a location which was once
struck by the 1998 tsunami. Holding a unique story, this photo stands out as a testament to the resilience
and beauty found in the daily lives of Mama Doly and other residents of Biak.

Mohammad Fayzul Mowla | Bangladesh

obisdl S50
dalize Slaze Jlsedll Jsb le Lol (5329 el oo dalise gloil 30355 de)sgus Ly dloidl @oclind dipre S35 3
Gounll dsleall 0in 3865 Lle Goyaly payal Alle] Jal go ol Ji dige § 5sle Jlll Joazy Ul el alitoe

Bamboo Transporter
In Chittagong, Bangladesh, various types of bamboo flourish in the hills and are transported along the
river to different destinations across the country. Men typically engage in the occupation of transporting
bamboo in order to provide for their families and ensure this vital and sought-after commodity is readily
available in the markets.
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Asghar Besharati | Iran

212

Island Magic 8ol szcw
Off Iran's Qeshm Island, fishing nets cast a spell on the waters, their delicate threads sketching a fleeting ‘Cly&l e Bple dhyys A5 BA [Bass @asd o> wleall Enden Lle B spall Wl LAl gl @b 855> WL
map across the waves. Sunlight dances on their intricate patterns, hinting at hidden treasures beneath 8s032 giuagg dbaalll o3 § Jlsdl 39y cloll prdons Cond dudinn 5048 I Bralo B 3imoll labloil le puaddl e ablyng
the surface. In this moment, imagination takes hold, crafting a momentary island within an island, where i . . . -
2lg)l za Mo U515 o B> S5l dibse

dreams and reality merge.

Dmiitrii Postnov | Russian Federation

Wrestling the Uncertain Jsgzall deylao
Beyond outward smiles and a carefree facade, unseen battles rage within us all. We wrestle with uncertain Bglivay Ceplis ipdele Jsiiun go gilat Laiax Lilsly A sue chiloo 1915 ddiglil ogzglly ralall Oiloluwidl clyg
fut.:.res, grithJ at fea;s’ that cf;]oke, ahn?fn?vigate mang elmotions. Pespite that, a flicke; of faith rem:i:s, a Gocl gnés Sl Olalio suc Lizdazs Azl 2od Olaal 1 GES welld o pesll leg seliiall Go spasll lindg Liding
guiding em er. pl:IS mg us through life's mazy p.at.s. n our quietest moments, we forge strength from Ll dials)] delostl § i | souis izl ipo 3ol paliius Sl collind
vulnerability, finding wisdom from the courage within. ) ’ N ’
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Noor Hameed Alanisi | Iraq
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doill dijon LuSmys Aol Al B mox anasle § Glny S dranall Uzl in smods dblymll xS diyrn 3
1 @851 3o,y Meax 2] >oa0 dlamlly Ulo¥l Lle Jubs oms Srosudl "¢laidl"s "Jlizll” o duoly B8 drudy Lo
dshinll Ly uess

Heritage

In the city of Karbala, Iraq, an elderly man embodies the essence of traditional Iraqi culture. His attire,
adorned with the iconic 'Aqal' and Sumerian 'Shemagh' covering his head, serves as a powerful symbol of
identity and heritage, beautifully reflecting the region’s cultural wealth.
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Michele Macinai | Italy
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Gerald

In Belfast, Northern Ireland, for the 13th FIAP Club’s World Cup awards ceremony, a chance encounter with
a local man named Gerald, resulted in a series of captivating photographs. Gerald's deep and penetrating
gaze, framed by a hooded sweatshirt and unkempt beard, suggests a mysterious and possibly gloomy
narrative, inviting one to imagine the untold stories possibly behind his intense expressions.
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Hadi Dehghan Pour | Iran
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Brick Forest
In Sabzevar, Iran, a bricklayer skilfully turns over wet bricks to accelerate the drying process in the sunlight.

Viewed from above, the meticulous arrangement of thousands of bricks forms a mesmerising scene,
resembling a unique forest of bricks, capturing the artistry and precision of the construction process.

Khorram Rafiei | Iran

Jo3l Ul 50538 spalle 5ol 0I5 dalax sgiall 1in § W 53s daininly pludl Slolax <oy sl oAl 43 I8 §
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White Pigeon
In Dubai's vibrant heart, a pristine white pigeon takes flight, appearing like a pure white dove, an emblem
of peace. The pigeon’s humble coo echoes ancient tales of harmony, akin to a messenger of hope and love,

spreading tranquillity in a dazzling metropolis.
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Imran Rosadi | Indonesia

Rahmad La Dae Abdurachman | Indonesia

Fildan’s Goggles olals ok Family Traditions dlile X6y
On Bokori Island in Southeast Sulawesi, Indonesia, 10-year-old Fildan, a member of the Bajo Tribe peeks 3ol omg «ilgiw 10 yoll o &I "olals” oleall Blacl o L 335 decasionily (Si085ms Grd wrsin (3 (SyeSer Brj> 3 Pak Rahman and his children, part of the Bajau Laut tribe, showcase their traditional diving and fishing 00 w3l eIl spoy posll & I Yl e bshles il paiblas wiod olal dld oo Wlibly ¢ramy Wl Gos=iwm
il o i e st sl Sl o B rdh e 0 8 e )t §55 o 14 b el Cnl S s bt e i bl L e b s s ] i e 0
. . " village, they carry on their tri raordinary mar , L : .

pearg gap g goege y ol 03lls lomioo il Al sl U (ne g (533 s el puall 3] dudsi ge, they carry on thelr tribe s egacy of extraordinary marine e adaptation, cweTing In wooden houses Bac Ul O ool Al 3900 o elall Bo8 dusis Jilin § orpteamas ol Bl o litzudl il § dltazall
- B above the water. The Bajau Laut's resilience spans centuries, thriving amid a lack of natural resources and o i < o = i o .
overcoming global pandemics like COVID-19. L2s9S a8 dilas deallall Aol Lle liilly dimpall olgall Gadi @ saidl Gle 8518 dledll S5 3 3] dadle 199
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1st WINNER

Aleksandr Chehonin | Russian Federation
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Icebreaker in Action
From a bird's eye view, the Icebreaker is a powerful vessel, that plays a pivotal role in
clearing the way for other ships. A single light emanating from the ship's bow serves as a

beacon of hope, illuminating a path through the broken ice, piercing the darkness.
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2nd WINNER 3rd WINNER

Bader Ali Hussain | Kuwait Hermis Valiyandiyil | India
The Shadows Dance NI a8, Dawn's Whispers szl Slas
At night, the desert transforms into a magical and mysterious place where wild creatures thrive in the 5ol oda § .podll ro dolbio O@gik_g Sl 5359 sl LS 255 G o089 s> Ll Ledlazy Sl (§ shall Gl The Hoopoe takes flight, clutching a mealworm as the sunrise illuminates the sky. A powerful image that 2l co.all G dille Euados 855> § Anin ¥l b el Guaddl $o3s ey Laigy "830 1" diazg dadyg smagll iy
darkness. This photograph was taken using a single light source, which was placed low to the ground and fuds o35 sl 356 2085 Calsl e dg2od Baml 8eLd] yrno pani i"s»‘a“ oin by . LUl 3 .l | G s reminds us that where there is darkness, there is light. And where there is light, you will find beauty.

directed from behind, resulting in a high-contrast silhouette. 855Ul Juolaill Gle couall bdewd 8eLsdl 39355 05 yghmall Jlosll Gle lmill (598 Jb £lisy Gadiio Setue Lle |

S50l dalys oy JuSiiat) dgall Galall 8,6] (o0 83lazeodl o Sl § calitl) s> Ll mllall Slals JIII §
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Dmitry Kokh | Russian Federation

A Home Divided diao Gbo
Polar bears on ice, humans on iron ships. Two paths diverge, progress versus the pristine. We build luxury snlid danlayll Lis il dmadall Jilie pxiill - oliin Gl Dnasdl pgidw Gle siudly audal Gle doball doall
to witness what we dismantle, marvel at achievements that endanger. Can we bridge this divide, mend the Sl Biasll ob;ll C>L-a!9 Bl 0 o iiSay Ui i) laudyed Ll Slilagl po wenesis daels, laic £33 s |

:’:::Ecured home we share? The future whispers, a choice waits: reconcile or face the world divided within iea e dglsn Lols dzedl e CJL.A.;'.II Lol sl plol g 531 3 izl Sonslis
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Chasing Scents

On Svalbard's melting sea ice, a lone male polar bear navigates the fragile landscape. Mid-May, a time
of transformation, paints the ice with uncertainty, yet his resolve remains unwavering. Decades of rising
temperatures have stolen half the ice, leaving behind a treacherous path. The Arctic, Planet Earth’s
guardian, trembles, and this bear's determined trek becomes a symbol of resilience in the face of all the
challenges.

Florian Ledoux | France
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Huynh Thanh Huy | Vietnam

Ho Chi Minh City University dip b 90 diyto dzol>
A stunning mural adorning the entrance of the meeting hall at Ho Chi Minh City University. A student, wssadiill ozl (3l dallie ddlo T e b ob Apse dzely’ § Olelaizdl dcld J3an G dnie dylax d>g)
resplendent in traditional Vietnamese attire, steps out, framing the artwork in a captivating display. This o0 L.sLal Glass I Jios Galo Sgdue o383 dnBoio sué dbind § 8y9uall 03 cubidll oyl sgiin § duidll doglll § sali
unforeseen moment was captured in a cherished photo, inspiring further photographic explorations within " N T

o o=aladl ! S5l
the university’s campus. =

Rakesh Pulapa | India

desyl dng)

Earth's Canvas
The salt fields of Sambhar in the Indian state of Rajasthan are a mesmerizing palette of pastels and sl Olasg @l Juieoldl ololl cre 83mles duassyl gl JSLi5 Epsigll Oliwnly &ds 3 slgsolos dihaia & el Joi>

whites. Intricate patterns dance across the vast canvas, nature's brushstrokes blending with human toil. dmal Jmids oluidl 35 o sl pgs ez dsoltd] dnsll oin sie Alsliiall gl bl Lol oawl

The rays of the sun ignite 'glistening .cryst.als, c.reating a surreal dreamscape. The endless horizon humbles, sl 8B gl 3381 iy 5,81 oS imaall ot lin laLoig sl Gl Igto 3linzs dizorll sl ol
a testament to our planet's astounding diversity. - c y s
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Khaldoon Aldway | Syrian Arab Republic

Parasite oAbl

Birds with red bills and eyes, called Oxpeckers, perch on giant African buffaloes. This unlikely pair work st zoll 13 S8k 3dlasll i8] ugalal Lle ool lisle oo dadlall a3 ot o> Osses sidlio ;;'5 ss4b

together when oxpeckers feast on ticks and other pests that bother the buffalo, keeping it healthy. In Lliall 3o dines Lle hBlA.ILM wwsalall 235 Ll S e oxacs A Lle dulall S oeb (sigizs (o sbliell
return, the buffalo gets a tick-free life and an early warning if danger approaches. The partnership is a LT s T . s )

SEglaall 3 sslgd dSlyidl 5 bl Oladl s (9 3Sue sl sLa)l o dds sl LIl Jeas

testament on how different creatures can help each other thrive in the wild. = 35 Cle Baled ashill oda az i 3 % .)AJ‘B sbal "’w= A Sl Ule Gugels i

Ayl 3Ll 85l Gl Lisy Lgudsy Bacluss Lle dalinal

Ali Ahmad Al Shamsi | Qatar

dogistl e yose

Eyes on the Prize
Kenya's golden plains echo with the silent drama of predator and prey. A magnificent lion, its mane ablaze 135 a5 Gy puaddl 3 C’L"' 032 viago ol ey yilly Goyidall Ceolo olys 3gdie (S0 du il LisS Joges 3353

in the sun, rests in front of a fallen giraffe, his hard-won trophy. Vultures, masters of patience, circle in the laiacls clodl ponid | Lle dlsodl E”i 5 s gy ouis¥l B lale il dingié op il Lle dhile
ky, their ki fi he king's feast. But the lion, le- igilant, isn’' ily fooled. C N : . ) . S i T .
sky, their keen eyes fixed on the king's feast. But the lion, battle-scarred and vigilant, isn't easily fooled el 35 3655 3 L ity Dsgan <elii oSa 3§ ylaall s 531 18l <) ol cllo gy Lle dzgte 4320

His gaze, unwavering, warns the scavengers to wait their turn in the circle of life. ]
Bl 8,51 d [LSER HUasl p.h J dsylal yeudall




Aung Kyaw Zaw | Myanmar

Mohammad Varasteh | Iran

MERIT MEDAL
RECIPIENT

Rescue Mission 365[ dago Fiery Scars b ooy
Amidst a blazing dump fire in Myanmar's Mandalay Division, a hut succumbs to flames. Trapped in the 0 el in by *.-99 .t|95‘3| =l 3 bl i laile 3 33l dsblia C§ Sbles Sa 3 Sida Bay> by The Anzali Lagoon, the jewel of Iran's northern Giulan Province, lies ravaged in flames, allegedly caused by 53303l lguad lgin Homsi Sadll saileisdl ladssy Ll danyl lasy Al obal Jlads ollo> dzblie bmg> Lo J'y' Byumm
inferno, a dog's terrified cries pierces through the air. Suddenly, a fearless girl emerges from the fire, &l oledl  Jl 55 il Gelawll 5 s ol B e dclad L6 725 sy ¥l 3 il slbg wscrn S profiteers. Its emerald reeds, once a haven for countless creatures, now laced with veins of fire, bleeding Slosly amaill Ll L g bl IZslao o3 Cu_‘ai W Balaall o 3 sx2) 133 @uledl § ol sl
carrying the whimpering creature to safety. An unforgettable act of compassion etching the girl's courage : T T ., V. o into a charred void and destruction. ) ) R ' ) T i
obedl dials Mol oo dusls | slall delsds ‘ 53 dasyJl
against the backdrop of devastation. obsl Lol 50 &yl e Bl A e el Al o Jat
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Rahul Sachdev | India

Dust Dance sl diad)
Two young elephants, bathed in the golden glow of the African savannah, engage in a playful tussle. Their O Loy sl dxgizall Lagilapo Was dufyy3l LLadl HlnsY Londll ool ooy =|9?i 3 olelin ohaso o3
joyful trumpeting fills the air as they weave through a haze of dust, their ivory tusks clicking in a gentle b dn, Ll s ole dmio 3y Cawnd dmpall 52 Linall oin 4_5_‘3)4_” . Gdsls Mufﬁ_\wg oLl 0 oo
symphony. This playful combat is more than mere fun; it's a dance of camaraderie, honing their skills and - T ' ) ' o e T
ymphony. This pay g Lagis Lol 53555 Logiblas Jiuns agie
strengthening their bond.
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Sunset at the Taj Mahal

Bathed in the golden glow of the setting sun, the iconic Taj Mahal shimmers on the edge of the Yamuna
River. Amidst its majestic beauty, a playful goat frolicks on the balcony, its bleats blending with a young
girl's joyous shrieks. As the lens captured this heartwarming moment, an unexpected twist occurred. A
graceful bird arced through the air, its silhouette momentarily framing the Taj Mahal's radiant arch against
the setting sun.

Chhagan Raghunathrao Shelare | India
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Ary Bassous | Brazil

Water Strokes

Taken from the edge of the Buraco das Araras sinkhole in the Bodoquena Mountains in Brazil, a broad-
snouted caiman navigates the lake, cutting through green water vegetation at the cenote's bottom. The
sinkhole, around 500 meters in circumference and 100 meters deep, holds a mysterious wet environment
where caimans live. Adult pairs and occasional baby caimans are observed, with the latter often
disappearing, possibly consumed by their parents.
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Qiuhua Hou | China

Trails bl
In the village of Lutang, Fenyi County, China, a vibrant tableau unfolds. Against the emerald canvas of a Sy 433005 daals le Oyloill o Johol 8y0all (3 gy dgiall pigd dsblial daylil &Us) 458 o Bleadl ino)
tranquil pond, a flotilla of boats dots the water, their paths weaving intricate trails. From above, the scene ) .

Sl oS Cus Bugblize gie Lle¥l o sainll 930 3320 Slhlue by 4S5 oluall @ wylsill ehynis dsln
is hypnotic, nature's bounty mirrored in the industrious dance of the villagers, as they gather the harvest "

el cliiS Joamo ooy P 438l Guosi)l dundy (§ dmedall
of water chestnuts. -
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Oleksandr Chornyi | Ukraine

Tiny Titan
Shell-bound but boundless in spirit, a snail embarks on a silent odyssey carving a glistening path along
its way. Where others see stillness, it senses the pulse of earth’s hidden mysteries. Each drop of water it

encounters represents a beacon guiding it toward a future where every precious drop of water nourishes . . . =
. P guicine yP P Aol o it BB IS (e Slanll 55 Lits s 055 Bolio
ife.

Lb&)al@:ggmgb)wﬁwuuhﬁdsgbwug)lxlléthlAS.hx»thxﬂ d>gy oSJ didnny |;.£.n.no|)_‘
o Ladsliay elo 55 JSs o3l Llan) £ds JSs sy i8] cysSes (& ppBlll (selyiy saeall Lin Laod 15 oclyg B

Antonio Bernardino Martins Coelho | Portugal

A Silent Alliance

Fungi are nature's unsung heroes, weaving a web of life beneath our feet. With 80% of plants relying on
mycorrhizae, a silent alliance beneath the soil takes place. Fungi not only boost plant growth by unlocking
nutrients, but they also fend off diseases. Likewise, they decompose lignin and cellulose off trees, returning
vital elements to the earth.

slaiel o @éill Gleg Lialsdl o 8Ll (o @Sed g dizgrall Jol o Jazd LIl &gl Syl Lo dsbaall SGLI
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Abdulgader Imad Taher | Irag Renato Maffei | Italy

Pursuit of Victory . Jedll clyg ,:,2‘4]/ Beauty and Danger sl JlaxI
In Abu Dhabi's 2021 FINA World Swimming Championships, a determined swimmer readies for the gold, achds il &lagell Lo Joanll Lle ple CL"‘" Ay il 9-.'i 3 u.msl il 2021 ple dleal) pllsll dghy 3 A bright green European Praying Mantis clings to delicate stems at the Circeo National Park. Its elongated mL,_Au digmidgg d93nall dawu .iboll grasi oiiia 3 48y & oliewn 2L )‘A}i ool 83 g,;.s)si CBoCyan iy
their right arm adorned with the Olympic rings, a symbol of their unwavering pursuit of victory. ool B e dosacis wosall duss Lle A3 3 dals¥l Sl Ly ind body and poised stance reveal its predatory nature, while raindrops and sunlit foliage add to the scene's ol ouaddl dnih selasdl LI Gl o sqiall J] dsily Jouolds a5 shaal EESg doylall dimab oe olads
d?tail. This si.lenF montage, where beauty and danger dance in perfect harmony, captures the essence of o3in 5 ling (sl oLl el Al smg oo Loyl ol 025 § sailly Jlosl lggh by diabuo 4.JLe.> ing) sgtal

Circeo's captivating ecosystem. - B =
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Elena Chernigina | Russian Federation Claudiu-Bogdan Guraliuc | Romania

The Poor Count seddll Cig S Bubblegum Flamingo dSlell gi0)s

An old tale tells of a count, once youthful and wealthy, but who gambled away his fortune in a single night. O 3235 LalS I yeaind 5o, JSs dld 13 30l8 diSTg ecly 331 (po GLE 018 oS dsyy edeill sl oye dapsd LIS byouall (So5 Inspired by old masters, artfully juxtaposed with unexpected elements: a thrift-store wardrobe, a plastic 0 dlasive Gadle Gle Culaidl Basyd solic lged @5 ddlais] dhall aladll Golall Jlocl o d>glll 03 Cui>ghol

Abando’ned by his wife and childless, he was left wi'th nothing but his father's worn watch and jacket, relics oo 35T L sz ols BT o0 oyl iyiaog Al olly delus s &) Beiy @) sy bl il 38 0%, oo dizsj dipmn flami.ngo, and. of.course, a bubblegum b.ubl:.)le. This clash of high and low, classic and kitsch, injects a dose Sl i gsiols gl o poladl 1in ASLall (po dclid mballs weliiastdl o 5l (535901 pEI $ilbog 53 3

he cherished more than any other earthly possession. s s> oISl ‘,.si of childhood joy into the adult self, reminding us to embrace the playful and unexpected. ceeallly sl oy UySigs clsalll gy cp0 ey crefllal Los o Jizzalls
245

244



Nitin Jain | India

First Flight So I ol 856
A Baya weaver returns to its nest with food for its chicks. On cue, a daring squirrel scales the woven walls, gize § gaby yillg dzguiall Ghwll Ghaz £(5xz Glnie Bledy diclis din) 9o 4518l pleb dzog e J) L Sl sg2
danger glintir.1g ir'1 its eyes. But th? nest wasn't empty. With a desperate Ieap,. a chick takes its first flight, oo Galadll 8slaas ool clidl By Eobe dine Byl v &l 505 ol il 30 Lo plepus Wl oS5 o Liall 3]
propelled by instinct and fear. A bittersweet moment unfolded — nature's delicate balance preserved, and el B S Erime G5 s kLol Lt 3 oJsgmall ] 5Lbidl bolms os s il olss Lle Blandl ol

a new life launched into the unknown.
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Chen Wenming | China

Sharing is Caring plaial d5Liall
In the Wuyi Mountains of China, a mother monkey and her baby tightly hold a fragrant pear. The fresh fruit 3% Lo B33 4585 dxly dgSLall o Casis Azl (5rieS B3a5 plSaly lalibg 358 Pi o5 duirall ugs Jl> Jsgwo 3
e:iti afdtlellic]icousl,'fruity arotma,.tte:u;t'in.g t:etr?or;]keys :ch creaiing aliiouchir;g m%mﬁnt. ::e mothez:hw::h o3 o sgiall snd S)s Sl plaill gliazodl Lle o b5 o) spedll gz il o306 B350 dlin) Blings o 5,3l
cheeks full of saliva, cannot wait to dig in but in her selfless maternal love, she will share the pear with her . . N R L
. . . . & P ,\.LX.AJH@J.QJQ&AL@JS)L‘HA\,LCD)AJ| l,e_\l.emb l.e.:g?ﬁ..c)quﬁmle_ohcg
small child despite her insatiable hunger.
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Haider Khan | India

A Difficult Choice oyl
Rhinos face a stark choice: die for their horns, revered in some cultures for supposed medicinal properties, lowilas e glid bo o SLLYI Gazy § ezl Ghad Gl i9s8 Jurw § Do ol Lol izeo il 0xll s> a2l
or endure the painful and disorienting process of dehorning, a controversial form of protection against LS 3o -crusleall 1 Dlanl JSlos oo LJ;QJ s g;M danadlly 1AJ§AJI ossill g5 4 5 ol Lolg sipeball

poachers. Either way, their natural armour is stripped, impacting their social interactions and dominance. e
H S5 3 dgiioan Lo 3l Lgislelas 389 Lo (zadoll o opall | HRer [N |
Dehorned rhinos struggle to establish territory and defend themselves, leaving them vulnerable in the 229 Sl T 9 eloizdl o e oS ool laeos o a3l 329 Dby 2235 0

wild. gyl § sl ddsc o oo g o gloalls lonsbl ouupunl Lo 55l dcsiia il

Padmanava Santra | India

Resilience s9auall
Emerging from the sands of the Rushikulya River, a tiny Olive Ridley Sea Turtle embarks on its primal iS5 aborliall Clyfﬂl b § s Jo3l Loty Tase ddsSing; sa5 Jloy 0o Brasaall dymdl Sy il blasles >
journey. It navigates the waves, leaving behind the safety of the shore, but fate throws it a surprise: a dead oling 818 el by C;n_” OS] ol o) s dive 8l . Lot lay 5l oS! ‘;,bL,:';.JI Lle boelys olodl

adult's shell, a chilling obstacle. Undeterred, the hatchling fights, squirms, and finally breaks free. With P . e J
| olas] Ssl JI pusiy g loodl Sy dlinas lagadiS| o illl 5989 S|y i Fleodl

newfound strength and resilience, it rides the waves, joining its siblings in the vast embrace of the sea. =dlo E Ji 29 23 00 gloadl on > Ol 0290009 Bishus Lexl 2k B> gloadl 3
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Cristiano Xavier | Brazil
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Emerald Eye

Surveying Brazil's Lengéis Maranhenses National Park, with its breathtaking dunes and lagoons. Rainwater
still clung to the emerald and sapphire lakes, contrasting against the stark white sands. Venturing deeper
into the park, a lone emerald eye amidst the dunes is captured in a minimalist aerial ode to this vast, awe-
inspiring landscape.

Bagen Batu | China
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The Heart of the Earth

Alashan's fiery heart beats in Wulan Lake, a crimson oasis amidst the Tengger Desert. Sunlight ignites
bacterial blooms, painting the saltwater blood-red. This desert wonder, a testament to resilience, whispers
its story for centuries, its heart shape a beacon in the vastness.
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Suwardi Thamrin | Indonesia
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A Tumble of Colour
Indonesia's iconic Mojolaban cloth dances in the breeze, its vibrant colours a tribute to tradition. Crafted
high atop hills, the cloth tumbles down with its dyed threads catching the sun to create stunning patterns.
Worn for rituals, daily life, and even beach days, Mojolaban's smooth touch and captivating hues weave a
story of cultural pride.

Dhiky Aditya Kurniawan | Indonesia
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Drying the Rainbow

Bengawan Solo's coastline glistens like an unbridled rainbow. Mojolaban's colourful and freshly laundered
traditional cloth sways in the sun's warmth. Threads of earth, caressed by light, silently play a symphony
of vivid colours. This riverbank tradition, a hint of ecological craftsmanship, turns business into a sun-
drenched performance in which the riverbank cheers and fabric pirouettes.
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Fahad Abdualhameid | Saudi Arabia

A giant ship, dwarfed only by the vastness of the port, navigates its way with the assistance of three
tugboats. Propellers churn the murky depths of the basin, sending a ripple of disturbed deposits across
the surface. The plume, caught in the summer sun, stretches out like a painter's brushstroke, momentarily
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Disturbia

marking the water's canvas.
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Muzaffer Murat ilhan | Turkey

Lake Salda v/ mysee
Lake Salda, often referred to as Turkey’s ‘Maldives’, has captivated countless visitors throughout the years. asdlls il 30 Gle Slaill o a3 135 &Syl "Capalall yia" el GLE Lol 5Ly Sl d3)ls By Cghnizool Lol
Now, a drone's PerspectiYe unveils its hidden 'brushstrokes. Asce.nding from the familiar sho.res, the I.ake's 0adlyis gl ols Ly G dmg) leii59 Byl 0dn 3 alo> Syl L6 Oloe) e A o Bytne Byl Cuclbaiol
se.crets unft.)ld like an art.ls:t's palette. Turquoise waters dance with c.otton-c.andx sands, while sun-k{ssed s oo 18l By Lo 3553 i Les Brgens ol Lgiilas ol o3l s Lodgs 8ol Jlasll G dpianedl olgol
minerals paint a mesmerising tapestry. Lake Salda’s beauty, once again, confirms its place as a crown jewel = o

in any adventurer's dreams. solie JS Yol 9 7Ll 80928 leiile e
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Asghar Besharati | Iran

Sarban obsls
Sun-kissed sands, endless blue, and two unlikely companions — Sarban and his trusty camel, embarking on ole @y & olalkhiy alsall dlass obylo — Gumdsio sué cubsdy dovas « Dlg ¥ Gyil s omaddl gl Jlo,

a seaside walk. A playful dip in the turquoise shallows, then back to the rhythm of the dunes, their laughter 0SS0 335 asm abosll LIS glis] ] olsoms o dososadll Al oliall (§ &bl olsiatuny ol bl

echoing against the whispers of the waves. sl o o
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Hong Li | China

Shadow Farmers

The sunlight pierces the clouds, casting long shadows in China’s Baoshan Stone Town. Two farmers,
baskets heavy on their backs, trek homeward. Their figures, etched in light and shadow, speak of a shared
burden and destiny. The precise composition and delicate detail draw us closer, yet the vast landscape
keeps them distant, mirroring the duality of their lives.
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Francisco Negroni | Chile

Villarrica Volcano (038 o5y
In Pucon, Chile, near the perilous Villarrica volcano, a distinctive celestial phenomenon unfolds. After b LyeolSIl Slwse cdadidl G 8ian Lolowe 33l CadiSs gubadl S0 58 o widll ledidy HoSe Lisae 3

enduring more than 10 days of heightened eruption alerts, a captivating moment is successfully captured. oc Ul yan ol Gl sl dewac Dl Suliiall phedll Gluiad oo PL).i 10 G 5351 2 22y yoLes dsgd

A flawless lenticular cloud, aglow with the reddish light from the volcano's lava, harmoniously combines - - = . .
5T e ] los @515 e sblio Epdiniane (gots peasd 3 pomille dudy¥l dmedall suolic o 7asmg dilSsall man]
natural terrestrial and stellar elements, evoking an otherworldly landscape. s lle Jl&lo; Lgils dmne sblio dpdntunn @2ty e 3 ponilly 4dydl dmphall suolic 0o gajas dailSyll e

Pau De La Calle | Argeles | Spain

MERIT MEDAL
RECIPIENT

Night Rescue

The Italian Coast Guard conducts a rescue mission, saving 280 people stranded on a drifting wooden boat
in the Central Mediterranean, 25 nautical miles off Lampedusa, Italy. Tragically, three passengers succumb
to hypothermia onboard, while another four perish during the wet and cold return journey to Lampedusa.
Since 2014, over 23,383 migrants are missing and presumed dead in the Mediterranean, with 80% of
these incidents occurring in the Central Mediterranean.
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Subhankar Bardhan | India
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New Generation
Nestled within a lemon garden, near Cooch Behar, India, a hidden story unfolds. Amidst the fragrant

citrus, a cluster of fourteen brown marmorated stink bug eggs hold the promise of new life. Barely larger
than specks, they emerge, their light red bodies contrasting against the leafy canvas. Their journey, a
metamorphosis through five stages, is a testament to the vibrant microcosm teeming just beyond our
sight.

Irina Petrova | Russian Federation

ponill ausl i sl
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atop its cordyceps throne. Elongated limbs, like cosmic antennae, reach towards an unseen horizon, while E e £ < L N N T L .
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Starlit Journeys
In a velvet-black galaxy, where shadows dance and mysteries bloom, a Flower Praying Mantis strikes a pose

intri hi f lit j . This i hl , llet of ) g = . . - 5.5 .
intricate patterns whisper secrets of starlit journeys. This is no earthly encounter, but a ballet of wonder, P gBlg) Lo 5t dusne 4l duady o s sl 2] i ot

where reality and dreams intertwine.
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Muhammad Aslam | Pakistan

Railway Station Gyl ] dhxo

Constructed by Mian Mohammad Sultan Chughtai, a former official of the Mughal Empire, the Lahore dyoblisodl § Bilw Jobeo ong wslitads Hlalw saxo ol oLt Ll dpngandl clSall (s3SIl 5ond HUnb dhns 185
Junction railway station is a historic landmark from the British colonial era. This architectural gem, 53l &;Ltm..vmgl il Sl g9 Lle d  5moall bi.b).a.sz_'i.:on.»).l.”) 2ol sene oo Byl iles ool
represents the diverse means of travel, stands as a testament to the historical significance of Lahore's T ) .932 @M 3 im;Jl ] il s m Wl 4 )“ e

railway infrastructure.

Jiongxin Peng | New Zealand

Ancient City daydl] diyradl

Lantern glow dances on cobblestone streets, transforming the Ancient City of Pingyao into a modern il 3Ly peae dolo J] dipsall Joms Lao eanlly @88gunyall dogrdll olizin dive £ilod § pruslaall g3 Gablyny

s?ectacle. The bUSt|II:lg ma'in street is filled with V|brant ?hops.and Iaughi?g fac?s, a fusior01 o.f erz.as. EE'!Ch 4 CLZ-in osalnall (ot A JS 35 Lasally @asill o zlosil @] dSLall spzslly Asnlil alnelly cirlo @os3all

night, locals and tourists alike become the stars of this enigmatic town, their stories etched in its flickering el gilssl 3 5 i dialall dysall okg) Gsn naisS
o C ‘ )

lights. 90l 3 pgond Hganaind 2 92 g
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Mahmood Aljabri | Oman Catalina Gomez Lopez | Spain

Jana oz Unspoiled Beauty bl e Jlos>
In the southern reaches of the Sultanate of Oman’s Al Shargia Governate, an enchanting scene unfolds izl digio BlS (> .JAi%e ho poy é ol sgdie adSh lad 3 Byl dadlos oo dusindl Gbliall u_? In Eastern Equatoria, South Sudan, a woman belonging to the Jie ethnic group stands proud with her 35 Ladgled yilll sz lagz o 8038 &8szl > degano U] Hais dlpal Loy oyl 5 gl Cogine dubloiowdl Gy dr3s u_?
on a balmy sumrrTer fiay. A Ioc.al girl, ..Jana, adorned with a'5||very crown,'emlts tfje intoxicating scent of Adimiall Bl elga] buoo 3 Jlandl sn oo 8y elinlly lisllns alsyg Byl 3g0ll dnil lgin une fact? and b.ody etched with stunning s.cars. A colf)urful be.aded crown, a vibrant combination of clan and Olel3l JSs il dund petris gy Lle iy i willy Syrieal (o £ s s wyslo 3rbo 5 s
roses. Her hands intricately painted with henna, she embodies beauty against the island's fresh embrace. heritage, sits proud upon her head, painting her life story in every colour.
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La Palma
The island of La Palma's three-month fiery dance destroyed 1,100 homes, and 1,200 hectares of land,

a third of the island’s fertile farmland, were consumed by lava in the process. Over 6,000 residents were
displaced in what was categorised as the most expensive and ruinous eruption in La Palma's memory. Roads
buried, infrastructure shattered, 370 hectares of crops lost, spewing sulphur dioxide which threatened the
Mediterranean Sea. La Palma rebuilds, carrying the weight of fire, but standing tall.
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Filiberto Capote Martin | Spain
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Chuang Chen | China

Phoenix Rising sl 5lb Slesl
After six hours of sweat and anticipation, the Fagradalsfjall volcano roared; a phoenix rising from molten WWslo , L1 BB 5 393> 0 05l cro Caseaiy Buied 5l SIS (Jliadshyald olSys y2oj ©5 wdyilly Hhodll po Olelw o
ashes. Lifquid firfe waltzeq down the slopes, painting the mountains with .raw, primal beaL{ty. This was gladly Gubsdll ra guaie sbg 133> (30 oW Sl e Bl 1 1S oLl Gl Lallazy Sl o) wlyamiall le
Earth's fiery rebirth, a mixture of chaos and creation that serves as a reminder of exploration's endless i 3 Lol Sl lpolod 31 Jl irsine Ay oo r iloisll GLASE gl 5,335

flame, a journey forever etched in fire and wonder.
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Qasim Al-Farsi | Oman
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Desert Rose

Against the vast Omani sky, where the Milky Way paints a nightly masterpiece, blooms the Desert Rose. At
the Jabal Samhan Nature Reserve, this floral warrior stands, a testament to nature's resilience. Pink and
white petals defy the harsh landscape, their beauty a beacon against the endless blue. The Desert Rose’s
fragile strength whispers a timeless wisdom: beauty can bloom even in the harshest of terrains.
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Jose Felipe Souto Sangiao | Spain
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Lake Pehoé

Autumnal Lake Pehoé in Chile stuns with fiery hues. Sunlight pierces through a skeletal tree frame, drawing
the eye to the majestic Paine horns. Beauty and resilience coexist, marked by past fires and the presence
of iconic Patagonian creatures like puma, guanaco, and the endangered huemul. Nature's contrasts and

resilience inspires awe.
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Nguyen Sanh Quoc Huy | Vietnam

Green Fields clpasdl Jos=JI
The wind-swayed fields of Vietnam’s Thang Binh district yield a harvest of nature's woven threads. Skilled odn 8yalall (sa¥l oy dxguiall dzubll bogs o B3> I3lax> alizd § dig b ddhio K Zblb dloiall Joaxl ziis
hands gather these green treasures, which are destined for transformation into beautiful handicrafts. ) i 2{;9» Slea JI“m lasd Jind elyisl oisl

Albert Damo | Philippines

The Nicobar Pigeon beSs dolas
The Nicobar Pigeon, a feathered jewel of Southeast Asia, nurtures island ecosystems by spreading seeds Bya3al) Akl bl Lle Blasl dalasdl odn Liizdg decol 3 wgin dihia b (@l Gy Ol Bmg> b 5beSH delex
to foster plant diversity. The bird’s metallic plumage against black and white pattern makes it visually b ol ey Landl ol dan.. Sl Gaall Sl s o lasd Gl goidll 5a355 ‘)93:_”}‘..‘.‘; b oc

mesmerising, reminding us of its vital role - a call for habitat protection and conservation of this enchanting

Baiadl 3 sl Ll dib Ll 55U 1S blasJlg didl 4 lg | GySiug Y
bird and its vibrant island home. riall 38ttt o sog sxLull il ia Cle s Bl dlo> Sle Joslly wsoll g Lishis o
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Agniswar Ghosal | India

Bengal Fox

For days, the Bengal Fox eludes discovery in Bolpur, occasionally spotted on the village outskirts. One
evening, a mother fox and her kittens appear. In the waning light, she sits on an open paddy field, surveying
her surroundings. A torchlight from behind enhances the drama in the photo, capturing the moment.

ole 53 ol Lo Bsle &l o2 iz dliiul Joz Lao sodss disro 3 pbi szl Lanlly dolall o Jlidl b (a3
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Ramin Ardestani Mohammadi | Iran

oIl sy
el LailSy i Galy slo B9l B9 5215 sall @55 a3ll blas larers pauail duid dog) i 835 blod 2a5
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A Sea of Hope

The island of Larak's shores are filled with stories etched by tide and time. A fisherman casts his line, a
silent plea for bounty mirrored in the depths by a fish's desperate dance. Predator and prey, two sides of
the same coin, both seeking survival in the sea’s relentless embrace.
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Khalid Al-Gheilani | Oman

In the Crowd Pl §
Amidst the Sultanate of Oman's National Day celebrations, a young girl in vibrant traditional attire finds loelsy comili (a3l ndsle Unls Gadss By (sasys il 3yusenll sLiall oim Oi3zg wiylad & Libsll psdl WIlazsl by 3

her ownds'anct:ary. \LV;Tppfed in the warn;th of P?er bhroczt.ie Irobe, :hebexudes: quti:et grace thaF de:ies the e Le—"i):.-ﬁ AiaSdl (30 Byl i) Ly Animall il San5 Do oo lgin Cusiy e dally lopiild ouuial
surrounding chaos. A fleeting moment of serenity that displays the beauty that blooms even in the most B o LE - . .
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Haitham AL Farsi | Oman

Bedouin Beauty Solsdl Jla>
Sun-kissed skin beneath a veil of shoran, an ancient skincare blend used by Bedouin women. The Bedouin gl eliail o s Byl Alisl) 38 guoio 0o bl (ro el o 1l Sl gl oo L6 il 5yt il

beauty emerges, tradition etched in every line, her spirit strong and free. The shoran's whisper, a timeless 535 Balls duidl ey oot i o B0 drsd ooy »abids ool § daceis JS (8 LalS Blys csondl Jlonl (s34
h ity f henticitv bl i o daitl Sy hod el ek 3 Loy JS o3 S
song, where modernity fades and authenticity blooms. Lo 1m3555 1l Lo
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There are many passionate people within
the photography industry who are dedicated
and relentless in their pursuit for excellence.
These people offer their services and
expertise without expecting a return on their
efforts and therefore form a vital part of the
photographic community.

The ‘Photography Appreciation Award’ is
a special category for a person or group
who has shown long-standing commitment
to enhancing the art of photography. By
awarding the recipient, HIPA hopes to give
back a small amount of the respect and
appreciation they deserve.
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Frans Lanting | Netherlands

Frans Lanting is a master of his craft, and his work has inspired and
amazed people all over the globe.

His photography is known for its stunning beauty, technical brilliance,
and deep respect for the natural world. Frans possesses the unique
ability of capturing the very essence of his subjects, whether they
are animals, landscapes, or people. According to The New York
Times, “Mr. Lanting’s photographs take creatures that have become
ordinary and transform them into haunting new visions.”

Frans’'s remarkable career is marked by an impressive list of
achievements, including top honours from World Press Photo,
the title of BBC Wildlife Photographer of the Year, and the Sierra
Club’'s Ansel Adams Award. He has been honoured as a Fellow
of the Royal Geographic Society in London and is the recipient of
Sweden's Lennart Nilsson Award. In 2001, H.R.H. Prince Bernhard
inducted Frans as a Knight in the Royal Order of the Golden Ark,
the Netherlands' highest conservation honour, to celebrate his
contributions to nature conservation.

Frans’s books have received awards and acclaim. His book ‘Eye to
Eye: Intimate Encounter With the Animal World’ was named as one
of the 50 most influential nonfiction books of the 20th century.

Frans's contributions to photography are truly global. He has

helped create a leverage for conservation efforts. He did pioneering
work in Madagascar where he documented wildlife and tribal
traditions never photographed before. His celebrated coverage of
the Okavango Delta in National Geographic has been credited with
inspiring a surge of international interest in wildlife and conservation
in Botswana. Frans’s works also includes profiles of ecological hot
spots from India to New Zealand, the nearly extinct Asiatic cheetahs
in Iran and a remarkable study of chimpanzees in Senegal that shed
new light on human evolution.

Frans Lanting's photographs and legacy continue to inspire
photographers worldwide, thanks to his deep dedication to our
planet's beauty and diversity.
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Service to photography is not limited to
taking stunning photographs, but extends
to editors, publishers, bloggers, researchers,
inventors, promoters and all print and digital
content creators that have had a positive
impact on the industry and helped shape it
to what it is today.
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Margaret Steber I United States of America

Margaret Steber, popularly and affectionately known by her peers
as Maggie Steber, is an acclaimed and internationally recognised
documentary photographer. Her photographic journey includes
working in over 70 countries; delving into and photographing the
depths of human condition and experiences.

A Guggenheim Foundation Fellow and a one of National Geographic
Magazine’s 'Woman of Vision', Maggie’s work is a testament to her
unwavering commitment to storytelling, capturing narratives of
resilience, cultural vibrancy and the determined spirit that binds us
all.

Maggie’s was named a Pulitzer Prize Finalist (2019) for a three-year
project on face transplants. She received the National Geographic
Photographer’s Photographer Award (2018) and the Lucie Award
for Photojournalism (2019). Her accolades also include the Leica
Medal of Excellence, World Press Photo Foundation Awards, POA
Pictures of the Year Awards, Medal of Honor for Distinguished
Service to Journalism from the University of Missouri, the Alicia
Patterson Grant, the Ernst Haas Grant and a Knight Foundation
Grant.

Furthermore, Maggie’s captivating photographs and book inspired
the creation of the Webbie Award-winning film ‘Madje Has

Dementia’ This film chronicles her mother's nine-year journey
through memory loss, capturing the essence of their melancholic
voyage.

For over three decades, Maggie has worked in Haiti. Aperture
Foundation published her monograph ‘Dancing on Fire: Photographs
from Haiti’; a collection of photographs made from 1986 at the fall
of the 30-year regime of the Duvalier family in Haiti.

Maggie’s photographs have been exhibited in more than 95
exhibitions around the world and in the United States to this day.
Her works are included in the Library of Congress, the Guggenheim
Foundation Collection and the Richter Library Collections at the
University of Miami.

Maggie’s most recent work was an online story on ‘Florida’s Largest
Ever Python: The Untold Story of its Discovery’ in June 2022.
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Maggie Steber | United States of America Photography Content Creator Award
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This award is presented to an emerging person or
organisation that has shown outstanding work or
vision in the photography industry on a regional,
national or international level.
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Fatima Al Mosa | United Arab Emirates

Fatima AlMosa, an Emirati photographer from Abu Dhabi, has firmly
established herself as a prominent figure in the world of artistic
photography, particularly in the realm of street photography where
her true talent shines. Her rise can be attributed to her exceptional
artistic vision, unwavering passion for photography and exceptional
skills.

Fatima’s journey began in her childhood, where she found herself
captivated by the power of photography; deciphering the meaning
and the emotional connection behind these images. In 2015, she
launched her artistic career by acquiring her first professional
camera, a Leica Q camera. With dedication and diligence, she
learnt to use this distinct camera and explored the vast realm of
photography.

Fatima soon discovered that she had a special affinity for black and
white photography which allowed her to clearly express her vision of
the world. By removing distracting colours, other elements become
apparent, including the subject of the image, textures, shapes,
patterns, and compositions. To her, monochrome photography
produces timeless works that appeal to the senses.

Fatima's work reflects her desire to conjure the past and immortalise
history; offering glimpses into the heritage, culture, and lifestyles of

earlier generations. By sharing and documenting diverse cultures
and heritage from around the world, she hopes her photography
fosters respect and tolerance.

With her camera in hand, Fatima travels the world with an openness
and positivity. She believes that the world is brimming with untold
stories, and draws inspiration from her love of black and white
photography. Her ultimate goal is to publish a book that showcases
her remarkable collection of black and white photographs, that
radiates a positive message.

Fatima’s work has been exhibited at prestigious venues such as
Leica at the Address Hotel and Dubai Mall under the name ‘Delight
for the Soul’ (2016). She has also participated in the Sikka Art
exhibition in Dubai’s Al Bastakiya (2018) as well as in the first
exhibition of women photographers organised by the Emirates
Photography Society (2019).
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Fatima Al Mosa | United Arab Emirates Emerging Person In Photography Award




294

FACTS AND FIGURES

Participant Percentages per Nationality | iindlcimin (us)bisollcin

1 India 17.17 % 44 Sri Lanka 0.3 % 87 New Zealand 0.06 %
2 China 13.02 % 45 Netherlands 0.29 % 88 Bosnia and Herze- 0.04 %
3 Indonesia 6.06 % 46 Hungary 027 % govina
4 Iran 6.06 % 47 | Portugal 027 % 89 | Ghana 0.04 %
5 Russian Federation 528 % 48 Belarus 0.26 % 90 Ireland 004 %
6 Bangladesh 491 % 49 | Lebanon 024 % 91 | Moldova 0.04 %
7 Egypt 337 % 50 | Korea 023% 92 | Zambia 0.04 %
8 Italy 2.69 % 51 | Romania 023 % 93 | Burundi 0.03 %
9 Turkey 26% 52 | Hong Kong 022 % 94 | Cuba 003 %
10 | Philippines 2.51% 53 | Argentina 02 % 95 | CGyprus 003 %
11 | Vietnam 251% 54 | Bulgaria 02% 96 | Denmark 0.03 %
12 | Brazil 22% 55 | Colombia 02% L L=tvia 0.03 %
13 | Saudi Arabia 21% 56 | Israel 02% EER Lithuania 0.03 %
14 | Malaysia 202 % 57 | Switzerland 02 % 99 | Luxembourg 0.03 %
15 | United Arab Emirates 162 % 58 | South Africa 017 % B Maldives 0.03 %
16 | United States 138% 59 | Sudan 017 % 101 | Slovakia 0.03 %
17 | Germany 116 % 60 | Tunisia 017 % 102 | Uganda 0.03 %
18 | lraq 112% 61 | Nepal 0.16 % 103 | Zimbabwe 0.03 %
19 | Syrian Arab Republic 1.08 % 62 | Belgium 0.14 % 104 | Brunei Darussalam 0.01 %
20 | Spain 102 % 63 | Croatia 0.14 % 105 | Cambodia 0.01 %
21 | Myanmar 0.98 % 64 | Serbia 0.14 % 106 | Costa Rica 001 %
22 | United Kingdom 0.89 % 65 | Afghanistan 013 % 107 | Eritrea 0.01 %
23 | Oman 0.86 % 66 | Austria 013% 2087 Ethiopia 001 %
24 | Taiwan 078 % 67 | Azerbaijan 013 % 109 | Gibraltar 0.01 %
25 | France 072 % 68 | Czech Republic 013% 110 | Heard Island and 0.01 %
McDonald Islands

26 Algeria 0.66 % 69 Qatar 013 %

111 Iceland 0.01 %
27 Pakistan 0.66 % 70 Slovenia 0.13 %

112 | Isle of Man 0.01 %
28 Kuwait 0.62 % 71 Sweden 0.11 %

113 | Macedonia 0.01 %
29 Poland 0.62 % 72 Thailand 0.11 %

114 | Madagascar 0.01 %
30 Ukraine 0.62 % 73 Uzbekistan 0.11 %

115 Mali 0.01 %
31 Jordan 0.56 % 74 Kazakhstan 0.1 %

116 Malta 0.01 %
32 Australia 0.53 % 75 Kenya 0.1 % .

117 Mauritius 0.01 %
33 Palestinian Territory 0.5 % 76 Libya 0.1 %

118 | Mongolia 0.01 %
34 Canada 0.45 % 77 Ecuador 0.07 %

119 | Montenegro 0.01 %
35 Morocco 0.43 % 78 Kyrgyzstan 0.07 % "

120 | Namibia 0.01 %
36 South Korea 0.42 % 79 Norway 0.07 %

121 | New Caledonia 0.01 %
37 Nigeria 0.37 % 80 Peru 0.07 % :

122 Republic of Congo 0.01 %
38 Mexico 0.36 % 81 Venezuela 0.07 % : :

123 | Saint Lucia 0.01 %
39 Singapore 0.36 % 82 Armenia 0.06 %

124 | Somalia 0.01 %
40 Japan 0.34 % 83 Chile 0.06 % T

125 | Tajikistan 0.01 %
41 Bahrain 0.33 % 84 Estonia 0.06 %

126 | Tanzania 0.01 %
42 Yemen 0.32 % 85 Finland 0.06 %

127 Togo 0.01 %
43 Greece 0.3 % 86 Georgia 0.06 % .

128 | Trinidad and Tobago 0.01 %

Names and Nationalities of Participants in the Book | ro.ailalig lindl oo (us)liell clowl

A a Gde Agung Parameswara | Indonesia
Abdalla Mohamed Alraeesi | United Arab Emirates
Abdul Shukkur | India

Abdulqader Imad Taher Taher | Iraq
Abhishek Basak | India

Agnieszka Wieczorek | Poland

Agniswar Ghosal | India

Ahmed Abdulazim | Egypt

Akhil Vinayak Balachandra Menon | United Arab Emirates
Albert Damo | United Arab Emirates
Aleksandr Chekhonin | Russian Federation
Aleksey Zakharov | Russian Federation
Alex Buisse | France

Alexandra Azemkina | Russian Federation
Ali Alshamsi | Qatar

Ali Alhajri | United Arab Emirates

Ali Zolghadri | Iran

Alireza Ahmadizadeh | Iran

Amish Chhagan | Zambia

Ammar Alsayed Ahmed | United Arab Emirates
Anh Tuan Nguyen | Vietnam

Antonio Aragon Renuncio | Spain
Antonio Coelho | Portugal

Arif Hudaverdi Yaman | Turkey

Ariyan Haque Joy | Bangladesh

Arka Sengupta | India

Arturo Rodriguez | Spain

Ary Bassous | Brazil

Asghar Besharati | Iran

Aung Kyaw Zaw | Myanmar

Ayman Elmeligi | Egypt

Bader Alali | Kuwait

Barun Rajgaria | India

Batu Bagen | China

Bernardo Hernandez | Colombia

Brent Stirton | South Africa

C.R. Shelare | India

Catalina Gomez Lépez | Spain

Catherine Lawson (Holmes) | United Kingdom
Chen Wenming | China

Chuang Chen | China

Claudiu-Bogdan Guraliuc | Romania
Cristiano Xavier | Brazil

Darshan Ganapathy | India

Deba Prasad Roy | India

Debasis Paik | India

Deemah Hassoubah | Saudi Arabia
Deepbrata Dutta | India

Deming Wan | United States

Dhiky Aditya | Indonesia

Dipabrata Sur | India

Dmitrii Postnov | Russian Federation
Dmitry Kokh | Russian Federation
Edmond Teng Wei Ping | Malaysia

Elena Chernigina | Russian Federation
Ercan Enterli | Turkey

Fadhli Ferianda | Indonesia

Fahad Abdualhameid | Saudi Arabia
Felipe Souto | Spain

Filiberto Capote Martin | Spain

Florian Ledoux | France

Francisco Negroni | Chile

Giacomo D'orlando | Italy

Giancarlo Restuccia | Italy

Giovanna Costanza Arnaud Fleming | Italy

Giulio Montini | Italy

Gyana Mohanty | India

Hadi Dehghanpour | Iran

Haider Khan | India

Haitham Al Farsi | Oman
Hannelore Schneider | Germany
Hans-Maximo Musielik | Germany
Hend Wahdan | Egypt

Henry Jr. Doctolero | Philippines
Hermis Valiyandiyil | India
Hesham Ragab | Egypt

Hikkaduwa Liyanage Prasantha Vinod | Sri Lanka

Hong Li | China

Hugo Santarem Rodrigues | Brazil
Hiseyin Karahan | Turkey

Huynh Thanh Huy | Vietnam

Imran Rosadi | Indonesia

Imre Potyé | Hungary

Ira Block | United States

Irina Petrova | Russian Federation
Ishan Mukhopadhyay | India

ismail Serhat Sahin | Turkey

Jacob Elias Jacob | Syrian Arab Republic
Jainy Kuriakose | India

Jan Erik Waider | Germany

Jasper Doest | Netherlands
Jawhara Alzhrani | Saudi Arabia
Jayanta Guha | India

Jianying Tan | China

Jillella Veerendra | India

Jiongxin Peng | New Zealand

Kamal Chawla | India

Khadija Al Maamari | Oman
Khaldoon Aldway | Syrian Arab Republic
Khalid Algheilani | Oman

Khorram Rafiei | Iran

Kiana Afshin | Iran

Liu Song | China

Lukas Bedan | Czech Republic
Mahendra Bakle | India

Mahmood Aljabri | Oman

Mahmoud Alkurd | Palestinian Territory
Maria Cristina Garzone | Italy
Marion Vollborn | Germany
Maryonover Nunuela | Indonesia
Massimo Giorgetta | Italy

Matthew Renew | United Kingdom
Maurizio Di Pietro | Italy

Md Asker Ibne Firoz | Bangladesh
Md Shakib Hossain | Bangladesh
Me Me Ko Lay | Myanmar

Mehdi Ashrafi-Varzideh | Iran
Mehmet Aslan | Turkey

Merig Aktar | Turkey

Michele Macinai | Italy

Mohammad Fayzul Mowla | Bangladesh
Mohammad Murad | Kuwait
Mohammad Sendi | Saudi Arabia
Mohammad Varasteh | Iran
Mohammed Al Bahar Rawas | Oman
Mohammed Alomran | Saudi Arabia
Mohammed Alqattan | Kuwait
Mohammed Gharib | Egypt
Mohammed Yousef | Kuwait
Mostafa Brayez | Syrian Arab Republic

Muhammad Al Amin | Indonesia
Muhammad Alamsyah Rauf | Indonesia
Muhammad Aslam | Pakistan
Muslianshah Bin Masrie | Malaysia
Muzaffer Murat ilhan | Turkey
Nader Isa Albazzaz | Bahrain
Natasha Mandal | India

Neelima Azad | India

Nenad Marti¢ | Croatia

Nguyen Sanh Quoc Huy | Vietnam
Nikolay Schegolev | Russian Federation
Nitin Jain | India

Noor Alasidy | Iraq

Oguz ipgi | Turkey

Oleksandr Chornyi | Ukraine

Owen Harvey | United Kingdom
Ozkan Bilgin | Turkey

Padmanava Santra | India

Panca Suryadi Widodo | Indonesia
Pau De La Calle | Spain

Petar Sabol | Croatia

Pier Carlo Arena | Italy

Polina Kuzovleva | Russian Federation
Pooria Hatami | Iran

Qasim Al-Farsi | Oman

Qiuhua Hou | China

Quoctoan Nguyen | Vietnam
Raghuvamsh Chavali | India

Raheel Taj Uddin | Pakistan

Rahmad La Dae Abdurachman | Indonesia
Rahul Sachdev | India

Rakesh Pulapa | India

Ramin Ardestani Mohammadi | Iran
Raphael Alves | Brazil

Ravikanth Kurma | India

Renato Maffei | Italy

Saeid Arabzadeh | Iran

Salem Al Hajri | Oman

Sammya Brata Mullick | India

Samy Al Olabi | Syrian Arab Republic
Santanu Roy | India

Scott Portelli | Australia

Seif Allah Koussani | Tunisia

Sekhar Kiran Krishanan | United Arab Emirates

Sergei ludin | Russian Federation
Sergey Leonov | Ukraine

Shad Abdul Kader | India
Shyjith Onden Cheriyath | India
Subhankar Bardhan | India
Subrata Dey | Bangladesh
Suwardi Thamrin | Indonesia
Talib Al Marri | Saudi Arabia
Thaib Chaidar | Indonesia
Thien Nguyen Ngoc | Vietnam
Thu Phan | Vietnam

Walaa Ayoub | Egypt

Wine Tar Tar | Myanmar
Xiaoping Lin | China

Xidong Luo | China

Yanru Shen | China

Yousef Al Habshi | United Arab Emirates
Zakir Hussain | Pakistan
Zienab Adel | Egypt

Zih Ching Chen | Taiwan
Zuhair Al-Traifi | Saudi Arabia
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Maurizio Tentarelli | Italy

Born in Ivrea (Italy) in 1971, Maurizio Tentarelli developed a deep passion for photography from a
young age. His journey in the world of photography led him to collaborate with various photography
studios, where he honed his skills and acquired valuable techniques.

In 2010, he embarked on a new chapter by joining the editorial team at Oasis. Right from the start,
he made a significant impact by penning numerous articles focused on environmental issues and the
beauty of the world. His dedication extended beyond the written word, as he actively organised events
across ltaly, dedicated to promoting the magazine's themes.

Today, he not only stands as a key partner in the magazine's evolution but also holds the esteemed
position of General Secretary for the ‘Oasis Photo Contest’. His expertise in photography has led him to
become a respected member of numerous national and international photographic competition juries.

Shem Compion | South Africa

Shem Compion is an adventurer, nature photographer, creative author and photography hide builder,
obtained from years of observing birds from his self-constructed hides. With an unwavering dedication
to sharing his love for the natural world, he is one of the few remaining professionals who have turned
their passion into a full-time career in wildlife and nature photography.

Born in Africa, Shem's photography has taken him around the globe, showcasing his diverse and
celebrated portfolio in various publications. His extensive knowledge and insights to understanding
animal behaviour, coupled with his photography skills, has made him a sought-after expert at
international photographic conventions.

In 2005, Shem co-founded C4 Photo Safaris, where he continues to lead and host photo safaris.
As an innovator, he implemented and built the first dedicated underground photography hide in
Africa at Mashatu Game Reserve in Botswana. This unique perspective offered by the hides attract
photographers from around the world.

In addition to his photographic endeavours, Shem is an educator, authoring several books. He is a
fellow of the Royal Geographic Society, London, and remains committed to exploring the wild and
remote corners of Africa, consistently producing creative photographic work during his journeys.
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Sophie Stafford | United Kindgom

With a lifelong passion for animals and over 25 years of publishing experience, Sophie Stafford is a
dedicated conservation communicator. Her journey began with a deep love for wildlife, evolving into
a distinguished career. As the editor at BBC Wildlife Magazine in Bristol for nearly a decade, she
directed the publication through a changing landscape, revitalising newsstand sales, introducing digital
platforms, and overseeing the transition from film to digital photography.

A prominent figure in the world of natural history photography, Sophie has served on numerous
competition juries, including the Natural History Museum’s prestigious Wildlife Photographer of
the Year competition. Presently, her focus lies in helping leading conservation charities in enhancing
supporter engagement through visual storytelling. Notable organisations, such as the Natural History
Museum, WWF-UK, London Wildlife Trust, and the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust, have benefited from
her expertise.

Sophie has also helped in launching and establishing Prince Harry’s charity Rhino Conservation
Botswana (RCB) in the international conservation arena. Furthermore, her contributions extend to
Wildscreen in Bristol, where she helped launch the Festival’s first Photo Story Panda Award. Her
academic background in anthropology from University College London (UCL), combined with her
fieldwork at Oxford University's Wildlife Conservation Research Unit (WildCRU), has added depth to
her extensive conservation portfolio.

il

Sulaiman Almawash | Kuwait

A graphic designer from Kuwait, Sulaiman Almawash was always captivated by the world of art found
online - which led him to be one of the first artists to publish works that combined photography
and digital technology to the Middle East. His proficiency in Photoshop allowed him to unleash his
imagination and creativity, share his expertise and encourage people to explore and learn about Photo
Manipulation.

Sulaiman has participated in several international art exhibitions, including the 1x Decade Exhibition
in Shanghai and the China Sanmenxia International Photography Exhibition. In the realm of awards
and competitions, he has achieved notable success including winning the 1x Photo Awards 2016 in the
Creative Edit People's Choice category, securing a Gold Medal at the Cairo Film Festival in Egypt and
Gulf Film Festival in Bahrain. He was also a merit medal recipient of HIPA’s Sixth Season competition.

For Sulaiman, this art of photo manipulation is a medium through which dreams come alive on the
computer screen.
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Tim Flach | United Kindgom

Tim Flach is a renowned photographer celebrated for his distinctive animal portraits. His artistic vision
is driven by a profound desire to narrate the tales of the natural world, with his work standing out for
its originality and its capacity to provoke contemplation about the role images play in the realm of
conservation science.

Tim has produced seven multi-award-winning books, including ‘Birds’ (2021), ‘Who Am I’ (2019),
‘Endangered’ (2017), ‘Evolution’ (2013), ‘More Than Human’ (2012), ‘Dogs Gods’ (2010), and ‘Equus’
(2008). His remarkable body of work has found its place in major public and private collections, while
his exhibitions have graced galleries around the world, including prestigious venues like the Museums
of Natural History in Paris and Beijing.

Tim’s outstanding contributions have been recognised with an Honorary Doctorate from the University
of the Arts London and the distinction of being an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Photographic Society
(2013). He also serves as the President of the Association of Photographers and holds the esteemed
title of Artist in Residence at Linacre College, University of Oxford.

In recognition of his exceptional talents, Tim was honoured with the HIPA Photography Appreciation
Award in 2019. He resides in London with his wife and son, continuing to captivate the world with his
remarkable visual storytelling.
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PAST HIPA JUDGES
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BROOKE SHADEN
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More information on past HIPA judges can be found on www.hipa.ae
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