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In the Spirit of Ittihad...

We are honored to present to you the early works of photography of
His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Crown Prince of Dubai, Chairman of the Executive Council of Dubai in
this issue.

The participation of His Highness in this issue comes in the Spirit of
Ittihad, so that he can join other photographers in celebrating this great
unity.

“In the Spirit of Ittihad” was a natural choice for this issue, as its
publication coincides with the celebration of The National Day of UAE;
which represents 40 years of a unity of pride, safety and security, and
beauty; the unity of the seven emirates that constitutes the United Arab
Emirates.

For the Spirit of Ittihad, and to its sons, we present to you in this issue
the work of 40 Emirati photographers, who used their highest sense
of creativity to provide seven photos each. These photos reflect their
openness to endorse new forms of art, and their keenness to use the
latest in the world of technology to enhance their talents and abilities.

The members of the Board of Trustees of Hamdan bin Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum International Photography Award, and I, would like
to present to you this issue as a celebration of this dear event, hoping
that you will enjoy the creative gems it holds.

Abdulrahman bin Mohammed Al Owais

Chairman of the Board of Trustees
Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum International Photography Award
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His Highness Sheikh
Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum

According to His Highness,
“Photography is an art that gives you
the ability to capture your perspective
on all what is going on around you,
and transform it from reality into the
world of light. It has the power to
have the viewers experience the story
behind the photo while standing in
their places.”

Photography was the perfect channel
for H.H the Crown Prince of Dubai to
combine his talent in poetry, love of
adventure and challenges, and artistic
sense in one work of art.

His talent in poetry has helped
distinct his photography from the
work of others, to the extent that the
viewer would directly recognize the
photographer behind his work of art
for the deep emotions represented in
his work.

His Highness is always on the lookout
for new scenesin nature, as he believes
that everyone has the right to enjoy
the beauty of that scene, just like he
did when he took the photo.
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His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
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Ali Khalifa bin Thalith

Ali Khalifa Bin Thalith Al Humairi
is a professional documentary film
photographer. He holds a diploma in
Documentary Photography (London
Academy), and has took part in
international specialized courses in
Britain, France and Dubai

His career in photography began in
1995. In 2010, he won the ‘Mohammad
Bin Rashid Award for Young Business
Leaders’ for the best marketing and
promotional project.

He has collaborated in the coverage
of many major events globally in:
Heidelberg - Germany; Phuket
— Thailand; Sipadan - Malaysia;
Barcelona — Spain; South of France;
Eygpt, and UAE.

Bin Thalith’s rich portfolio of
documentaries and films includes a
unique short documentary film titled
“Gaza Diver”, at the behest of a noble
gesture by the Sheikh Hamdan Bin
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum
the Crown Prince; as well as Moalaqat
Al Ittihad” of H.H Crown Prince of
Dubai.
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Sahar M. Al Zarei Al Awadhi

Al Awadhi is a remarkable artist. Her
unparalleled attention to detail and
photographic memory enables her
ability to capture and replicate the
beauty of life around. She participated
in more than so exhibitions globally
since 1995 and launched the “Falwa
Gallery”, a pioneering step for women
in the arts in the UAE. In 2005 she
was a founding member of the
Emirates Photographic Society. Other
associations include membership of
many more prestigious organizations,
not least:

1995 to present: Emirates Fine Art
Society,

2005 to present: Qatar Photographic
Society,

Present: Entrepreneurship
Development Program

Sahar has been an active judge in the
photography domain since 1999. Her
personal achievements include:

1998 : Silver medal for ‘Best Picture
Worldwide’ in the International
Exhibition, China

2006 : Award of the International
Society of Photography —amateur and
professional photography

2009 : First ranking in Abu Dhabi’s
‘International Arabian Horse
Championship’.

@

wudgellaelifll sono pauw

Jilwg lgiding Lo "luolall ggun le duwyls”
yiliiwl 46Y o) Lgipold duwac Cuygiidl siapYc Y|
Lailigi8ygunll d4ldt Illd o Jgl o o Joradl g0
Dl e lan g9mnll i dupall ggidll paga

Al

ledgn o duiaall jgunll lndili g a¥l lgimac
JAs i ddlgind dypuay dgyay delull jlao wle
L agritoll dllon juil dasdall Jraldill
wollelly wdaoll egiuoll ale Lagao 0+ (o jill
goidll aljlo¥l droon guac 1490 plell rio
Apadll droonll guacg 1490 ploll sio dubA il
dreon] puwgo guacy Verd wiguall pguaill

Yo v 0wl gigdll pgunill il oYl

e gigall pgnill Jlao né lapili prhn'i gudc
Lajul filoal 50 sac wle dlialag. 1444 ple 2io
allall waiuo wle 30un Juas¥ duaall ol
DA sl cpolill cloal yby 2 ol ous
pouail ndlye gigall pounill dilgall draonllsjilag
poaill (i JoXl Byolly Fo o1 pudginolly slggll
ple dypell Jorall Jload dulgall calagul dglay

AERE

E ISO SPEED 100 SHUTTER 1/200s ~ APERTURE VALUE F/11 j




1
£
£
E
k

alLa jlllegy
m SPIRIT OF THE UNION
NATIONAL DAY (JlngJliog i

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES $3ai oJldu ycllwljloll

Sahar M. Al Zarei Al Awadhi
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Ahlam Al Ahmad

A real fan of conceptual art, Al Ahmad
finds joy in combining various forms
of art. She is still in the very beginning
of her photography journey, and
admits that photography had helped
shape her character. Woman issues
are at the heart of her work.

She had won several contests such as
those of the Emirates Photography
Competition and had ranked first
in the ‘a Photo from the Emirates’
contest.
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Omar Abdulrahman Al Zaabi

AlZaabi started out in 2005, as a mean
to satisfy a curiosity to discover a new
world, the world of photography. At
the time photography meant nothing
more to him than just a way to
preserve memories.

The symmetry and art of architecture
amazes Al Zaabi’s lens. He participated
in many national and international
exhibitions such as Art Paris, 3rd
and 4th Fine Arts exhibitions, and
Emirates Photography Competition.

This Network Engineer loves to travel
and discover the world in his search
for unique photo opportunities.
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Omar Abdulrahman Al Zaabi
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Abdullaziz bin Ali

A young talent aiming to capture the
beauty of nature in a photo, bin Ali’s
motto is ‘let your life talk'".

Born in 1985, bin-Ali began with
painting, then moved to sound
engineering, graphic designing, digital
editing, and cinematography. All those
fields were not the perfect channels
for his artistic aspiration and that is
when he moved to photography.

He later became an internationally
recognized prominent Arab
photographer.
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Ahmed Abdullah Al Ali

Born in sharjah, started photography
in 2007, interested in UAE’s wildlife
especially birds, Al Ali has a unique
mix of knowledge and skills in
photography that enabled him to
produce creative photos.

Al Ali has a mission to present
photography in a manner that attracts
Emirati youth to this art. He took part
in many exhibitions and had ranked
first in the Environment Competition
2011.
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Saeed Darwish Al Amri

Al Amri’s photography documents his
thoughtsanddaily experiences. Hewas
studying abroad when a professional
photographer  complimented his
work 4 years ago. That compliment
encouraged Al Amri to pursue
photography on a professional level.
He since he started educating himself
and refining his talent.

The exhibitions he participated in
includes: Child Exhibition 2007 and
Taqarob Exhibition 2011. Shooting
at night, or moving objects such as
birds, was a challenge that he was
determined to overcome successfully.
To him, photography is a universal
language.
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Essa Al Tunaiji

Born in Ras Al khaimah, Al Tunaiji’s
first appearance as a photographer
was as a participant in the Abu Dhabi
Cultural Foundation (now known as
Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and
Heritage) but he considers 1995 to
be his actual beginning, when he had
his first exhibition in the United Arab
Emirates University.

He held 13 exhibitions since and had
participated in many exhibitions and
contests where he ranked first. The
last of these contests was Al Dhafra
Festival in Photographer’s Eye 2008.
Al Tunaiji photography reflects his
attachment to his national identity.
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Bader Abdulla Al Awadhi

Al Awadhi is fascinated with the
beauty of nature and the greatness
of God’s creations. This fascination
tailors his photography which tries to
capture and reflect that beauty.

He prefers quiet and serene scenes
which allow the viewers to interpret
them according to their own
understanding of the surroundings.
Al Awadhi has participated in many
specialized exhibitions and contests,
but nevertheless he is aiming to
become an internationally renowned
photographer.
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Hamdan Al Shamsi

A UAE University graduate in English
Language and Literature, Al Shamsi is
proficient in graphic design, art, and
photography.

He started experimenting with
photography when he was a
highschool student, but soon started
digging deeper in this form of art
through books and websites. Although
Al Shamsi had participated in many
exhibitions, he still refers to himself as
an amateur photographer.
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Yousef Jassim Al Ali

Al Ali works in a government agency
in Abu Dhabi. He started his journey of
photography in 2007. He participated
in several local competitions and
ranked first in Al Gharbia Photography
Contest. His specialty is nature, but
he is also into portraits and studio
photography.

Al Ali utilized his public speaking skills
to hold two photography workshops
in Abu Dhabi dedicated for portrait
and studio photography.
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Ahmed bin Futais

Loves photography ever since he was
a child. Futais is an undergraduate
who hopes to pursue the academic
aspect of his hobby, so to refine his
talent and base it on solid grounds.
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Hamed Bader Musharbak

Born in 1982, Musharbak is a board
member of the Emirates Photography
Society and is the Treasurer of it. He
works as a photographer at one of the
government departments of Dubai.

Musharbak placed 3rd in the ‘Abu
Dhabi Through Your Eyes’ 2008
competition. His work revolves
around the UAE heritage and reflects
the relationship between man and
nature.
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Rawda Ahmed Al Sayegh

Al Sayegh considers a photo to be
the real transmitter of emotions and
thought. Her amazement with the
world of photography had her read
further into it and enroll in training
courses and workshops to enhance
her talent.

She had participated in many contests
and ranked second in the UAE
Photography Contest.
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Saud Suliman Zamzam

Hisjourneyintheworldofphotography
started 10 years ago and had him
contribute to the establishment of
Emirates Photography Society. He is
currently the Secretary General of the
Society.

He loves to capture the beauty of
nature, architecture, and old buildings
with his lens.
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Saeed Abdullah Jamoh

Born in Dibba Al Husn, Jamoh is
a professional photographer who
holds several positions related to
photography. He is a member of the
secretariat general of the Union of
Arab Photographers, a member of
Emirates Photography Society and of
the Emirates Fine Arts Society.

He has a passion for Islamic art
and historical architecture. Jamoh
participated in many exhibitions
from fine arts to national and
international Photography. Some of
those exhibitions were held in Turkey,
Japan, Kuwait and Hungary. He also
supervised the organization of other
exhibitions.
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Sultan Abdullah Al Owais

Majoring in Engineering, but has a
passion for photography, Al Owais
first started in 2006 by joining the
Emirates Photography Society. since
then he had enrolled in many intensive
training courses and workshops to
enhance his talent.

Nature and spectacular views are
on the top of his photographic
preferences. Al Owais had participated
in many contests and exhibitions, as he
considers such participations to have a
major role in refining and enhancing
one’s photography talents.
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Saif Humaid Al Zari

This MBA student wused his IT
knowledge to add to the photos
he takes. Al Zari is a member of
the Emirates Photography Society,
Emirates Fine Arts Society and
Photographic Society of America.

His work was displayed in national
and international exhibitions, and
he received several awards for his
photography.
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Tareq Ahmed Al Hamrani

A civil engineer in Ajman, Al Hamrani
started his path in the world of
photography after first using his
camera to document his work for a
graduation project in 2005.

He ranked first in the 4th cycle of the
Emirates Photography Competition
and is a member of the Emirates
Photography Society and the Emirates
Fine Arts Society.

He is also a member of the Media
Committee of Ajman Club.
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Abdullah Mohammed Al Shehhi

His membership in the Emirates
Photography Society had boosted his
self confidence and encouraged him to
enroll in more courses and workshops
to master the photography skills.
Al Shehhi has a passion for Arabic
Calligraphy, landscapes and heritage.
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Omran Abdulrahman Al Ansari

Al Ansari majored in electromagnetic
engineering, yet has a sharp eye for
the beauty of the surroundings. He
loves to shoot landscapes, portraits,
and cars. Al Ansari had participated in
many exhibitions and workshops and
is aiming to become a professional
national photographer to add to the
glories and achievements of the UAE.
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Mohammed Atiq Harib

In 1997 Harib used first a still camera,
then a digital camera, to document
family and friends’ trips. In 2007, he
bought his first professional camera
and used it heavily in capturing the
beauty of nature locally and in his
trips abroad.

He had recently enrolled in the
NewYork Institute of Photography to
get a degree online. Harib had won
awards from various entities including
Ajman Arabian Horse Show. He had
also ranked first in the impact of
plastic on Marine Life Contest.
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Mouza Mohammed Al Falasi

Al Falasi’s love of UAE’s heritage is
well depicted in her work. She captures
the beauty and the toughness of the
desert, as well as the power that God
has given the Emiratis to overcome
the hardship of this terrain.

Al Falasi had participated in many
local exhibitions and is ambitious to
have her work reflect the connection
between UAE’s past and present in a
way that would represent the UAE on
an international level.
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Maitha bint Khalid

Bint Khalid is a member of the
International Federation of
Photographic Art. She is also a
member of other photography-related
entities all over the Arab countries.
She ranked first in the Abu Dhabi
International Hunting and Equestrian
Exhibition 2008 and the best Emirati
photographer award in the Emirates
Photography Competition 2011. She
had received over 12 awards between
the years 2009 and 2011 from the
International Photography Awards in
Los Angeles.

Her photography revolves around
creatively capturing the heritage of
the UAE. Bint Khalid views falcons
as a symbol of the authenticity and
heritage of the UAE.
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Maitha Mohammed Moslem

This college student loves
Monochrome  photography, and
capturing the expressions of children.
Her focus is on human expressions
as she views those to be able to best
describe and carry the emotions to the
viewer.

Moslem sets the idea first and then
goes ahead with the monochrome
photo shoot to produce unique and
creative photos.
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Meaad Bader Al Hammadi

A banker who had received many
awards in photography and had
participated in several exhibitions
all over the Arab world. Her journey
began in 2008 and had worked on
refining her talent through courses
and workshops provided by the
Emirates Photography Society. Al
Hammadi is eager to learn all about
the world of photography and its
developments.
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Nasser Ali Nasser

This 17 year old boy has experienced
painting,  graphic  design  and
photography in 2008. He is mainly
interested in capturing portraits,
landscapes and concept photography.
Nasser had participated in many local
exhibitions and contests and is aiming
to become an internationally known
photographer.
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Waleed Ahmed Saeed

Saeed is a self-taught photographer
who started in 2007; he had spread
his knowledge and expertise through
local newspapers and the exhibitions
he took part in. He is into capturing
heritage and themes that reflect the
development of the UAE and nature.
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Mahmoud Al Majid

Al Majid loves travelling. He started his
journey with photography as a mean
to document his trips and adventures.
Al Majid was taken by the beauty of
nature and the magnificence of the
deserts and mountains, and so he uses
his camera to enable the viewer to live
that moment and adventure without
needing to be there while it happens.
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[ ISO SPEED 200 SHUTTER 1/400s  APERTURE VALUE F/10 j

394




397

Hamda Al Raisi

Al Raisi’s talent in photography is
most prominent in capturing human
expressions, especially those of
children, as she considers theirs’ as
honest and genuine. She believes
that the human is the most complex
creature to understand and analyze,
therefore she employed her camera to
capture and reflect those expressions
so to present it to the viewer, who
can then interpret and feel what the
subject of her photo is feeling.
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Abdulrahman Al Tuniji

His passion for photography was born
as the result of being surrounded by
the beauty of his hometown, Ras Al
Khaimah; this passion revolves mainly
around birds and wild life. Al Tunaiji is
the designer of UAE’s Photographers’
website and has been responsible
of the technical support it requires
ever since it was established. He
loves design and photo enhancement
programs such as photoshop. He uses
them to correct and enhance his own
work.

He is currently working on compiling
all his work into one personal
homepage. Al Tunaiji works in
ADNOC and is a holder of a Diploma
in Electromechanical Engineering.
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Hamad Rahma Al Falasi

Al Falasi holds a masters degree
in International Healthcare
Management, yet has a great
passion for interior design and digital
photography, which helped make him
a very creative photographer.

Al Falasi prefers abstract photography,
and says that he has confidence in the
power of color and its ability to reflect
his thoughts and emotions.

He participates in exhibitions and
photography contests as often as
possible, given his busy schedule. The
last contest he participated in was
Photos from the UAE 2011. Besides his
love of photography, Al Falasi is also
into English Literature.
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Asma Al Saadi

Al Saadi is a pharmacist pursuing
a higher degree who discovered a
passion for photography in 2005. She
started out with a digital camera for
personal use, but soon upgraded to
professional cameras.

Al Saadi’s photography stood out
although her knowledge in this
field was drawn from professional
photography websites only.

The most prominent exhibition she
participated in was ‘Nagsh & Raqsh’ -
Sharjah’s Islamic Art Festival, in 2010.
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Abdullah Saeed bin Thalith

Bin Thalith is always on the lookout
for everything new. He loves to
travel and to capture the memory of
each site or event that he witnesses
in his photos. To him, the real joy of
photography is being able to capture
real life events and experiences as
they happen.

Quality is more important than
quantity when it comes to Bin
Thalith’s photography and number
of exhibitions that he participates
in. He says that the amazing aspect
of photography is that you can have
millions of people enjoy anything that
you enjoyed without the need for
them to be there in that moment you
took the photo in.
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Amani Ahmed Al Jumairi

Al Jumairi prefers landscape
photography, as she regards it as a
mirror that reflects reality in a yet
more beautiful manner.

She has an artistic ability that helps
her utilize classical photography
to translate her own feelings and
thoughts into creative photos.
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Khamis Al Hafaiti

Born in Fujairah, Al Hafaiti’s interest
in photography sparked while he
was a student in the UK in 2000. He
started out with a digital camera then
upgraded into a professional camera
after attending several specialized
courses and workshops in UK, UAE,
and France.

He worked as a photographer at
Emarat Al Youm Newspaper for a year
and then moved on to work full-time
in organizing exhibitions, contestsand
workshops. He represented the UAE
in regional and international events.

Al Hafaiti established the East Coast
Photographers team and had received
many awards such as the Gold Award
in Al Thani Photography Award in
Qatar and first place in Al Owais
Award.
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