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Noor Dubai Foundation
Overview

Noor Dubai is an international ,charitable, non-governmental,
non-profit foundation working with partners to eliminate
avoidable blindness and visual impairment.

Guiding Principles:

The latest worldwide estimates from the World Health
Organization state that more than 285 million people are visually
impaired. Of those, 37 million are blind and 124 million have low
vision. Visual disability is a growing threat.

Visual Disability and Poverty:

Visual impairment is unequally distributed across countries,
age groups and genders. More than 90% of the world’s visually
impaired live in developing countries. And over 90% of blind
individuals live in areas with no access to quality eye care at
affordable prices.

Visual Disability and Gender inequality:

In every developing country and at all ages, females are at
significantly higher risk of being visually impaired than males.

Impact of treating and preventing visual impairment:

Performing everyday activities is highly dependent on the sense
of sight. Helping visually impaired children see enables them to
pursue education more easily.

Furthermore, restoring the sight of visually impaired adults
enables them to participate in working life.

Ultimately, the treatment and prevention of visual impairment
has a major impact on the well-being of individuals, communities
and nations.
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About the Hamdan bin
Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum International
Photography Award

Since His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, the Crown Prince of Dubai, announced its establishment
in the presence and under the blessings of His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime
Minister of the United Arab Emirates and the Ruler of Dubai, the
award followed a confident and steady path inspired by its founder,
targeting the development of man by honing his skills and advancing
his ambition to horizons that recognize that there is no end in the
race for excellence in the domain of photography, especially at a time
when a photograph has become the true witness of the truth and the
most effective tool to convey news in details beyond any words.

The vision of His Highness the Patron of the Hamdan bin Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum International Photography Award was driven
by his commitment to keep up with the wise aspirations of the
government to build man culturally, intellectually and professionally,
not only within the boundaries of the nation, but to deliver the
humane and artistic message of the award to its fullest extent around
the globe.

Building man in all his tendencies, culture and identity, and
fostering his talent in photography is the ultimate noble goal, since
photography is a common denominator between peoples of the
world regardless of their cultures. It is an important element in the
intellectual development of man, in as much as it is a profession
not any less significant than medicine, engineering or information
technology, which despite their importance and independence
cannot do without photography.

Building man is the main occupation of our wise leadership, which
is best evidenced in Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum’s
words, “The individual is the main element of strength. Naturally,
he is our primary concern, nothing else.” This quote inspired all the
strategic goals of the Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
International Photography Award. Though nurturing Emarati’s talents
is its main target, the award’s interests have gone further to be in
tune with the global status achieved by the United Arab Emirates,
in general, and the city of Dubai, in particular, in all social, cultural,
scientific, economic and sports'fields.
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Noor Dubai Foundation

Mobile Eye Camps
2008 - 2013
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2008

December

Sudan (Kamleen):
Screened: 14616
Surgeries: 1132
Glasses: 6500

Pakistan (Ber Sharif):
Screened: 2724
Surgeries: 506
Glasses: 1250

2009

January

Sri Lanka (Colombo):
Screened: 10000
Surgeries: 1090
Glasses: 2500

Yemen (Hodeida):
Screened: 11000
Surgeries: 1347
Glasses: 2600

February

Bngladesh (Tangal):

. Screened: 14000
Surgeries: 1200
Glasses: 5000

Sudan (AlAbeed):
Screened: 15000
Surgeries: 1980
Glasses: 2500

Pakistan (K.N Shah):
Screened: 12000
Surgeries: 3000
Glasses: 1750

March

Chad (Anjamina):
Screened: 11000
Surgeries: 1000
Glasses: 3000

April
Niger (Maradi):
Screened: 13000

Surgeries: 909
Glasses: 2500

20M

April

Pakistan (Ber Sharif):

Screened: 9327
Surgeries: 507
Glasses: 1240

July

Ghana (Tamale):
Screened: 3000
Surgeries: 210
Glasses: 1000

Burkina Faso

(Ouagadougou):

. Screened: 5000
Surgeries: 402
Glasses: 1000

November

Pakistan (Kandiaro):
Screened: 3500
Surgeries: 358
Glasses: 1000

2012

February

Somalia (Mogadishu):

Screened: 4888
Surgeries: 414
Glasses: 250

March

Pakistan (Jehlum):
Screened: 5000
Surgeries: 513
Glasses: 1140

April
Ethiopia (Worabe):
. Screened: 7159

Surgeries: 369
Glasses: 1200

June

Bangladesh (Natore):

Screened: 5000
. Surgeries: 700
Glasses: 1292

June

Togo (Atakpame ):

. Screened: 6893
Surgeries: 345
Glasses: 1150

July

Sri Lanka (Puttalam):

Screened: 5000
Surgeries: 452
Glasses: 1140

August

Yemen (Hodeida):

. Screened: 6335
Surgeries: 628
Glasses: 1347

November

Pakistan (Kandiaro):

Screened: 4368
. Surgeries: 350
Glasses: 850

Hamdan Bin Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum International Photography Award

2013

February

Ethiopia (Axum):

. Screened: 7000
Surgeries: 276
Glasses: 700

April

Pakistan (Jehlum):
Screened: 2031
Surgeries: 416
Glasses: 1160
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Bangladesh .......




Population | 158 million
Causes of blindness| L=l UL
Blind | 800,000

Bangladesh
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Blindness statistics:

Approximately 800,000 individuals in Bangladesh
are blind, and 40,000 of those individuals are
children <15 years of age

The Prevalence of blindness in Bangladesh is
higher among unemployed, retired, and illiterate
individuals. There is a higher prevalence of
blindness in women (1.72%) than men (1.06%).
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Population | 75 million

Causes of blindness | yo=Jl ULLWI
Blind | 1.2 million
Visually Impaired | 2.8 million

gl

Ethiopia
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Currently, Ethiopia is believed to have one of the
world’s highest rates of blindness and low vision.

Blindness statistics:

In Ethiopia, there are 1.2 million blind people,
and 2.8 million people with low vision. Also, 9
million children between the ages of 1-9 years
have active trachoma, and 1.3 million adults have
Trachomatous trichiasis.

Both blindness and low vision continue to remain
a major public health concern throughout the
country. Productive efforts need to be made
both by government officials and public health
practitioners to not only understand the severity
of this problem but to also develop effective
strategies to fight blindness in Ethiopia.
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Pakistan
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Population | 180 million
Causes of blindness | yo=Jl ULWI
Blind | 1.5 million

QAL
Pakistan
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Blindness is one of the major health problems in
Pakistan, draining both its human and economic
resources. Pakistan is the sixth most populous
country in the world and is located at the
crossroads of the strategically important regions
of South Asia, Central Asia and Western Asia

Blindness statistics:

Currently, 1.5 million people are blind and a total
of 4% of the world’s blind people live in Pakistan.
Of those 1.5 million blind people, 1.2 million can
be cured if the appropriate services were available.
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Somalia ...
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Population | 10 million
Causes of blindness | Lol UL
Blind | 1.2%

Jlognl
Somalia
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Blindness statistics:
Not available

The Blindness & Low Vision Survey:
The estimated blindness prevalence rate is 1.2%.

Causes of blindness are :

Not available, due to civil war since 1991 and the
displacement of refugees.

Ratio of eye care providers (with MD degree):

Medical facilities in Somalia are extremely limited
and there are only 4 registered ophthalmologists
in the whole country.
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Sri Lanka
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Sri Lanka is an island nation located off the south-
eastern coast of India. According to reports from
the WHO, Sri Lanka was devastated by the 2004
Indian Ocean Tsunami, where over 300,000 citizens

ololl died and approximately 850,000 displaced from
LA their homes.
70% slUaall ) The Northern part of the island has suffered from
0 iyl 5 L_N““ﬂ 30 years of civil war, with over 100,000 refugees
0 olioll ashll lacking adequate healthcare.
Cataract 1 8 A) Lol clponll
N 0 0 Blindness statistics:
Refractive 1 5 A) 1 O A) . .
errors It has been estimated that the number of blind in
Glaucoma  Age related Sri Lanka is nearly 150,000 individuals.
R erpeit 07 Another 400,000 are having low vision.
- - Sri Lanka ratio of eye care providers (with MD
degree):
Population | 20 million Sri Lanka has approximately 38 ophthalmologists,
Causes of blindness | Lol i which falls well short of the minimum of 80 (4
Blind | 150,000 for every 1,000,000 residents) recommended by
Visually Impaired | 400,000 Vision 2020.
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Population | 6.7 million
Causes of blindness | vo=Jl UL
Blind | 600,000
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A country in West Africa bordered by Ghana to the
west, Benin to the east and Burkina Faso to the
north. Approximately one half of the population
live below the international poverty line of US$1.25
a day.

Blindness statistics:

there are 600,000 registered blind people in Togo

Togo ratio of eye care providers (with MD
degree):

8 ophthalmologists in Togo, one ophthalmologist
for every 700,000 people.
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Yemen
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Population | 22.8 million
Causes of blindness | vo=Jl UL
Blind | 1%
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Yemen
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Blindness statistics:

Over 1% of the population of Yemen is blind. Visual
handicap represents 36 % of the total identified
disabled individuals in Yemen.

Studies in 2008 and 2010 suggest that blindness is
prevalent from childhood through adulthood.

Yemen ratio of eye care providers (with MD
degree):

No statistics have been provided to reflect the
ration of eye care providers, but Yemen has had 65
eye camps since 2002, the camps are to reduce the
backlog of people waiting for cataract treatment.
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Burkina Faso

oo Llit5)qy



74

Population | 15.5 million

ngJLO L15)gy
Burkina Faso

VA Ugtlo 15.5 lailaw aae &AW quwlo Lipajgy dga
WloJl peall dals pog 8o Ul Jos JiaT Uo
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gl lpajg Uaw rolol jpa $ani

Burkina Faso, which has a population of over 15.5
million, is one of the poorest countries in the
world. Burkina Faso lacks the financial support
required to properly treat blindness. Although
charitable organizations have been providing
active interventions into the villages of Burkina
Faso to treat the issues of cataract, trachoma
and onchocerciasis (River Blindness), blindness
prevention remains a major challenge.
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GhaLﬁLé:

duilhgll Ule dinl o 6p0gioll wlilanl) Wog
Ule Lo yaaih Ygilo 20 yinsy ol daolhaol
600,000 (1o Jislg L)L Ugino 200,000 odiog
030 (Lo 75% Ul LoA dypn )l dslel (Lo Ugilsy uaaii

Lanlle (a0 wilall

According to the latest statistics from the Ghana
Eye Foundation, it is estimated that of the 20
million people living in Ghana, 200,000 are blind
and over 600,000 people are visually impaired.
Over 75% of the causes of blindness in Ghana are

avoidable.
asle )l
Ayl
600000 ¢y
Population | 20 million Vlsualld Y payl
Visually Impaired | 600,000 Impaire 200 01000)
Blind

Blind | 200,000 l
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Ghana Trip 2013
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Continuing with its strategy of promoting and
encouraging local Emirati photographers, the
Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
International Photography Award (HIPA) has
selected Emirati photographer Mohamed
Alsuwaidi (winner of the third prize in the General
category in the “Beauty of Light” season) to
accompany a delegation from the “Noor Dubai
Initiative” on a humanitarian mission to help
prevent and treat blindness and low vision in rural
parts of Ghana.

As the photographer in the delegation, Alsuwaidi
will use his camera lens to document the day to
day challenges faced by members of the Noor
Dubai initiative, as they seek to treat patients in
the West African state.
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Cover Photo: Mohamed Alsuwaidi
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