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INTRODUCTION

Photography plays many roles in our lives. For some, it is a profession and a lifelong craft. For
others, it begins as a pastime, a quiet hobby that gradually pulls them in. Whatever the path,
photography remains a faithful witness, recording daily life in its countless forms: news and
history, personal memory, science and investigation, art and imagination. Each form has its
devotees, both amateur and professional and each has its audience.

The secret lies in its power as a language. A single image can capture the essence of the most
intricate story into a moment of clarity, moving hearts and stirring minds with extraordinary
simplicity. Today, this language is no longer limited to those carrying high-end cameras or those
formally trained in its techniques. With the rise of the mobile phone, the power of photography
belongs to us all.

Yet, the most powerful images go beyond documentation; they tell a visual story. A great
photographic story crosses borders and dissolves barriers. It lingers in the mind or settles in the
heart, sparking conversations, reflections and interpretations. It invites the viewer not just to see,
but to search - to uncover what lies beneath the surface, in the layers of meaning that an image
can hold.

This fourteenth season invites you on a special journey, through the eyes of photographers who
explored the theme of ‘Power’. Here, strength emerges as a force for change and transformation,
as a source of inspiration and at times as a cause of fear. Each image carries its own story, adding
to a wider dialogue about how power shapes our world: sometimes in vivid colour, sometimes in
shades of shadow, but always with the power to move us.

iy Lgeolio 3uls 43 dlsax G158 Lgili Ty of wsliinly digaS Lwlool hos s> § Lolo Tyas pgundll Cusly
&idoills laio Ll leso mun> § doosdl Ll OlESeT in sgadll sy ol 093 L=l y3lga) 4
Oe9izally logll (o 9=ilog 6y580> Lgin JSUg uuiSIl asuc g dualslly dblindly dunsidly

Sl Slewszé 8382d aad ol SO e Baysd Abluy Sinf A8 el yeed dlpss sppadll of el § Sl
sl Igwns oo ol dasudll Ghuwlsll Glols e TSs gl sy @y dmwly Olola Lilis gasnliwl!
By0:all 5S) o2l Iorad (o Ll Aganall Cillaglls .. gaanll &8 iy 8ysuall ol s .. digid Ioaiils
Juais 32lsl 35155 &yl dndlls Lo sgina Jiiy elazsdl o Yy dypuadl Ll &loy Gunnd Ll ells JuasYl
Logs ol Baziall Caatoll bnysgas Sz Cilaisly ol Ohload Tsls o9S5s lasd fuiis wolll of Jodzll

Olbliwl (o dlaxs log 8ysuall clys Lic

pogiall L .. "8sdll" e duesall oysuaall Oilpami JS oo dols dlsy § pSidlw Bhegisall HUS in
g3l ol alahyll v Lyl 9%y 385 (J3ailly szl S54 suind sl



ABOUT HIPA

Since its launch in March 2011 by His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai - and with the blessing and presence of His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Vice President and Prime Minister, Ruler of Dubai - the
Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum International Photography Award (HIPA) has
made steady progress in its development and growth as inspired by its founder.

HIPA aims to support photographers by sharpening their skills and encouraging ambitions that
recognise no limit in the pursuit of excellence. At a time where photographs serve as the most
truthful witness to reality and the most powerful medium for storytelling, often beyond what
words can express, HIPA stands as a beacon for photographic excellence.

This year, as HIPA marks its fourteenth edition, it has risen to levels beyond expectations,
guided by the vision of His Highness, the Crown Prince of Dubai. His ongoing involvement and
exceptional visual sensibility have ensured that the Award’s progress remains aligned with the
broader growth of Dubai and the UAE.

HIPA has established itself as a leading institution in shaping artistic and cultural identity,
promoting a photographic culture that reflects the essence of humanity. Through this, it brings
beauty, joy and excellence into everyday life. Nowadays, photography serves as a powerful
connector, bridging cultures, fostering understanding and inspiring creativity. HIPA continues
to uphold its integrity for the art form, balancing expressive complexity with timeless, universal
values.

Building people has always been at the core of the UAE’s wise leadership. As His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum said: “The individual is the main element of strength and
naturally our first priority must be directed towards him above all else.”

It is from this vision that the Award’s strategic objectives were born. While Emirati citizens have
always been its foremost focus, the Award has also reflected the global stature of the UAE - and
Dubai in particular - has achieved across social, cultural, scientific, economic and sporting fields.

The past fourteen years have witnessed the dedicated efforts of the Award’s Board of Trustees,
who have consistently delivered results that surpassed expectations, in response to the growing
audience of followers hungry for quality, rigour and commitment. They have come to recognise
the Award’s integrated values as an unparallelled visual mark of distinction.
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FOREWORD BY

THE PATRON
OF HIPA

Dear Innovators,

One of the founding principles of the United Arab Emirates is a deep belief in constructive power
- the power of unity, the power of faith in the vision of establishing a pioneering nation and the
power of hard work to bring that vision to life.

With us and within us, this love of power has grown in all its positive dimensions. Guided by
wisdom, it has been refined, clarified and directed toward purposeful action.

In HIPA’'s fourteenth season, we embrace the theme ‘Power’ as a catalyst for artistic and
intellectual

dialogue. Through this theme, we made a valuable contribution to the global photography library,
showcasing inspiring works that broaden understanding and perception and reaffirm the role of
power as a driver of positive change. It stands not only as a concept but as a cultural practice
that supports cognitive and intellectual growth.

We extend our gratitude to the HIPA Team and the Board of Trustees for their creative energy

and remarkable achievements. This spirit of excellence is and has always been, the hallmark of
their work.

Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
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PREFACE BY HIS EXCELLENCY,

CHAIRMAN OF THE HIPA
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Guided by the wise vision of His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum - Crown Prince of Dubai, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defence and patron
of HIPA - the Award has entered its fourteenth season. Over the years, it has left a lasting
imprint on the artistic and cultural landscape, redefining the perception of photography, its
multifaceted nature and its profound influence on everyday life.

In the second decade of the Award, our aspiration is to sustain this momentum, preserve
our achievements and excel in shaping a photographic future that reflects the UAE's spirit of
leadership across all fields. At HIPA, the Board of Trustees remains committed to embracing
global advances in photography and providing photographers worldwide with distinctive
platforms for knowledge, growth and creative expression.

The fourteenth edition of the HIPA book showcases all the winning photographs of this season
alongside notable finalists under the theme of ‘Power". It offers a wide lens into compelling
visual interpretations of this multifaceted concept, presenting how the world perceives Power
- at times as a force for good, at others as a source of harm - expressed in vivid colours as well
as in the muted shades of grey.

Abdulrahman bin Mohammed Al-Owais
Chairman of the HIPA Board of Trustees
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THE AWARDS

GRAND PRIZE $ 200,000 \
POWER
PLACE PRIZE MONEY
1st $ 40,000
2nd $ 30,000
3rd $ 20,000

PORTFOLIO (STORY-TELLING)

PLACE PRIZE MONEY

1st $ 50,000
2nd $ 40,000
3rd $ 30,000
DRONE (VIDEO)
PLACE PRIZE MONEY
1st $ 40,000
2nd $ 30,000
3rd $ 20,000
SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY
PLACE PRIZE MONEY
1st $ 40,000
2nd $ 30,000
3rd $ 20,000
GENERAL
PLACE (Black & White) PRIZE MONEY
1st S 40,000
2nd $ 30,000
3rd $ 20,000
PLACE (Colour) PRIZE MONEY
1st $ 40,000
2nd $ 30,000
3rd $ 20,000
SPECIAL AWARDS
SPECIAL AWARDS PRIZE MONEY
PHOTOGRAPHY APPRECIATION AWARD* $ 100,000
PHOTOGRAPHY CONTENT CREATOR AWARD* $ 50,000
HIPA PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR AWARD** $ 80,000

GRAND TOTAL $ 1,000,000 ***

«  All winners of the special awards except ‘HIPA Photographer Of The Year’ are to be exclusively selected and invited by HIPA.

*% The winner of the ‘HIPA Photographer of the Year” Award will be selected through direct personal nominations or by relevant institutions and agencies.

w%* The value of all prizes is in U.S. Dollars.
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GRAND PRIZE WINNER

Gianluca Gianferrari | Italy
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Etna's Paroxysm
Above Sicily’s Etna Volcano, glowing lapilli erupt against a snowy backdrop and thus creating a striking contrast. The fiery
bursts settle on fresh snow, forming a kaleidoscope of colours under the night sky. This a testament to the unpredictable
beauty of nature, where destructive power merges with serenity in a fleeting embrace that is eternally captured by the

lens of the camera.
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‘Power’, a multi-faceted theme, is not just something we can
see or measure; it is also something we feel and engage with.
It exists in many forms, each with its own dimensions and
meanings.

Whether in the raw force of nature, the creativity and
innovation of humankind, the complexities of social and
political conflict, or humanity’s attempts to control nature
through technology, power manifests in countless ways.

Power is found in technological influence, as well as in the
destructive forces that shape our world like wars, pollution
and climate change. Power drives change and transformation
- in ways both inspiring and unsettling.

Through this season’s entries, photographers from around
the world have explored and revealed what power means
to them — from artistic to technical, from human abstract.
Their images reflect the vast philosophical and aesthetic
dimensions of power, capturing its impact, its contradictions
and its beauty.
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WINNERS

18T WINNER |

Hashem Dardowra | Sy

2ND WINNER

Dogra | India

3RD WINNER
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1ST WINNER

Hashem Dardowra | Syrian Arab Republic
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Rise of the Phoenix
In Syria's Idlib province and amidst airstrike wreckage, 14-year-old Khaled emerges as Syria Civil
Defence (the White Helmets) free him from the rubble. Rescue teams used power drills, hand winches
and acoustic probes to pinpoint the boy's position and reduce the chance of secondary collapse,
as warplanes circle above. Despite noticeable head wounds and a blood-stained bandage, Khaled

manages a faint smile that signals he is responsive and defiant.
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2ND WINNER

Deepak Singh Dogra | India

Ultimate Power

The sun powers almost all the natural processes that keep our planet functioning. It is what makes the
Earth habitable. The sun is also the primary source of most forms of energy we use today, from solar
power to even the ancient sunlight stored in the form of fossil fuels. Just one hour of sunlight has enough
energy to meet all of earth’s electricity needs for an entire year. It is the ultimate source of energy —
massive, continuous and overwhelmingly powerful.
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3RD WINNER

Scott Portelli | Australia

Jetstreams

A raft of penguins creates a vortex of air bubbles that are released from their feathers as they propel
themselves towards the Antarctic depths. Bubbles act as a coat around the penguins, allowing them to
reach speeds of over 20km an hour underwater, making them the fastest of any diving bird. Their stream-
lined bodies and strong 'flippers' also allow them to dive more than 200 metres to feed on swarms of krill.
Penguins will dive more than 400 times a day in order to continuously feed on the abundant food sources
and ensure sustenance for themselves and their newborn chicks back at their colonies.
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Budi Prakarsa Karyadi | Indonesia

Spiritual Strength
In Indramayu, West Java, a Bhumi Segandu father, supported by a set of crutches, stands with his son.

Their black-and-white cloth and bare chests reflect the Bhumi Segandu community’s spiritual blend of
Sundanese, Buddhist, Islamic and Hindu traditions — an uncommon fusion that speaks to Indonesia’s
cultural diversity. The father, despite his disability, is a figure of wisdom and reverence to his young son,
who continues to lean on his father for guidance and protection.
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Theint Zan Phyu | Myanmar

Balance of Love cliell oy o>

In Bagan, Myanmar, a woman carries two baskets, one filled with coconuts, the other with her son inside. ol sezall lglab Guaini (53539 waigll 505 3coloo Lanlas] LQJ_;_;; ssle Lle a5 byl Ludiod olailes 8 olel das 8
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Oscar Manso Navas | Spain

A Matador's Dance 936l dins)
In a Spanish bullfighting arena, a skilled matador acrobatically gets out of a raging bull's way. The desperate sotll glasl e Fo> s ol solazd d8LTs d8Lay (ol e2lad) 5936l Sl dglesdl Ol deslan &>l 38
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A Tight Grip

A Tenggerese man from East Java's Mount Bromo clings tightly to a powerful white horse as it lunges
forward. Life on the slopes of Mount Bromo is not for the faint-hearted, with every day being a test of
endurance, resilience and unwavering strength. Livelihoods depend on tending to horses, climbing steep
ash-covered slopes and honouring ancient traditions rooted in balance with the earth. For the Tenggerese
people, power lies not only in physical might, but in the courage to hold on, to rise again and to face each
day with continued resolve.

Partha Pratim Roy | India
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Rhon Paolo Velarde | Philippines

Survivor U
A young swimmer with an amputated left arm stands with fierce determination, his posture radiating ole sl 313,01 ey 3 sbols cloll Hlagil Eins Guolds cdy dze 5id o dogiell 51 54t wspandl A3 i35 Fliw Sl
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the challenges posed by his disability.

Pema Power

Pema Tshering has lived with cerebral palsy since birth, resulting in a 70% physical impairment. Though
disabled and unable to use either of his hands, he has defied all odds to become a talented and recognised
artist in his native Bhutan. What sets Pema apart is not just his art, but the way he creates it — using
only his foot. With remarkable patience and precision, he paints on canvas and carves intricate designs
into wood, producing detailed and expressive works that reflect both his creativity and inner strength. His
artworks often feature traditional motifs and striking patterns that resonate with viewers from all walks

of life.

Sandipani Chattopadhyay | India
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Zukai Wang | China

On the Summit

Atop Haba Snow Mountain in Yunnan, China, a mountain guide wearing a red jacket stands on a cliff’s edge,
framed by a sea of clouds and a perfect blue sky. The 5,396-metre peak’s thin air surrounds his solitary,
yet unyielding stance, which forms a faint flicker of warmth in the stark frozen landscape. Conquering the
mighty peak with a group of amateur climbers and standing in defiance by the end of it, the guide is a
reminder that even in nature’s grand solitude, human courage and connection burn bright.
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When Lightning Strikes

In Libya’s Benghazi, a brilliant blue lightning bolt pierces a cloud-heavy sky, illuminating the eastern region
of the North African nation. The dramatic scene is akin to a glowing vein of power illuminating parts of a
city steeped in the quiet of night. This fleeting moment of nature’s raw power is also a stark reminder that
this force can also become a destructive one that is capable of obliterating entire cities, as seen at a later
period in the coastal city of Derna in eastern Libya.

Omar Ghirani | Libya
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Sofi Aida Sugiharto | Indonesia

Tuna Carrier
In Sangihe Islands, a fisherman emerges from the Celebes Sea, a noticeably large yellowfin tuna slung

across his shoulders. There is no jetty here, no wooden planks to guide his steps, only the open water, the
shifting sand and rock beneath his feet. The fish's metallic body gleams, dripping blood and water onto the
sand while the man's taut muscles strain under the heavy weight. Traditional boats rest on the horizon,
their wooden frames silhouetted against the pale sky, a symbol of the hard work and seafaring traditions

of the local population.
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Debrani Das | India

Graceful Toil draxl 7ol glis]
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Rachan Muanchat | Thailand

Come Hell or High Water

On a stormy morning in Pranburi beach, Thailand, a fisherman pulls a boat through strong waves, his
soaked figure battling the rough sea. With a net of glistening sardines onboard, he is determined to sail
despite the potential dangers in doing so in such conditions. This unwavering spirit of those who rely on
the ocean for their livelihood is remarkable given the difficulties and complications faced on a daily basis.
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Harsh Winters

During the harsh winter season, horses pull hay-loaded sleds through metre-high snow as villagers clear
paths in freezing conditions. Despite these difficulties, villagers depend on the strength of their horses
and their own determination to carry fodder across the frozen landscape. For many families in remote
communities, these animals are their livelihood, providing milk, meat, wool and transport. The struggle is
not only for survival but to continue the deep bond between humans and their animals.

Murat ibranoglu | Tiirkiye
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Unwavering Resilience

From beneath the rubble and thick clouds of dust, Palestinians rise - battered, but fiercely unbroken. An
Israeli airstrike struck the Abu Aisha family home in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, levelling it completely. Local men
rushed toward the ruins without hesitation, risking everything to save whoever might still be alive. Their
courage echoed louder than the bombs falling around them. Amid the devastation stood a woman, cloaked
in ash and strength. She rose from the wreckage not with despair, but with the defiance of a people who
refuse to be erased.

Ali Jadallah | Palestinian Territory
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A Dream Home

Amid the ruins of their partially destroyed home in the Gaza Strip, a Palestinian family gathers on the
floor for a modest meal. The house they once called their 'dream home' has been reduced to a pile of
rubble after relentless bombardment. Despite that, the family managed to restore a single room amidst
the wreckage, creating a basic shelter to protect them from the harsh winter cold and the despairs of the
war. To outsiders, their home may seem like mere ruins, but to them, it is a small homeland, defined not by
its walls but by the memories, warmth and unbreakable family ties it holds.

Ahmed Zakout | Palestinian Territory

P31 Jiio
osillay 19318 (sl plSall & dmslsio Lz Jo> 0dy3l Etaanld Bl Giyias B3 glad § Lup)m Jiie ool s

0 i Alal o8 ol i 0lLs ALl (n S ] Smtasall Chnll Sy S5 8 a3l Jjin” i Loy e
e Bl 3 Glail oo T 2Lyl ol 38 oyl BBy clidl 35 pagdy ey Brlo ] 33 (alSyll g 8a>lg 48,2 ooy
ooy ¥ ipatany S 2B Uy Sl i dg s Ll EL,SUL Uy Sl 48325 3 o g padl] duwnilly S

aS33 Gl B Gyol Lol Jy il

43



44

Filiberto Capote Martin | Spain

Tajogaite

Located in the municipality of El Paso on the Spanish island of La Palma, Tajogaite is the youngest terrestrial
volcano in the Canary Islands, following its birth from the eruption that took place from September 19,
2021, to December 13 of that same year. The 85 days of eruption resulted in 200 million cubic metres of
lava burying 2,988 buildings and 73.8km of roads, cutting off all land routes in the west of the island. Of
the approximately 7,000 local people who were evacuated within a security perimeter, about 1,000 began
returning in January 2022 to salvage whatever they can from their homes.
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Fuji Breathing

On a windy and cold evening at Lake Yamanakako, Japan, the great Mount Fuji emits smoke, shaped by
wind and coloured by the sunset light to create a dragon-like form. This rare moment of magic is a reminder
that despite its unique beauty, Fuji is still an active volcano that remains under constant monitoring due
to its high potential for future activity.

Suwandi Chandra | Indonesia
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Mustafa Turky Mhanawi | Iraq

Power of Knowledge dSyall 555
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Fahad Abdualhameid | Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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The Still Flame

In a quiet corner of the Qatar National Library, a woman in a bright red dress leans softly against a
bookshelf, lost in the pages of a book she is reading. Around her, silence reigns — but within her, a quiet
flame burns. A powerful flame that grows slowly, steadily — through knowledge, reflection and presence.



Mohamed Bustani | Syrian Arab Republic

Cloak of Bees

A man stands motionless, thousands of bees forming a living cloak around his body. His face is barely
visible and his eyes are closed, seemingly lost in a moment of deep inner peace — while a storm of wings
and buzzing chaos unfolds around him. Every bee that clings to him is not random, they follow the queen,
which he carries on his skin. The bees are drawn by instinct, held together by loyalty towards the leader of
their hive. This is not a show of recklessness, but a revelation of true strength.
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Daring Climbers of the Annapurna

The courageous Gurung honey hunters of the Himalayan foothills scale sheer cliffs, their baskets dangling
precariously as they reach for hives of the world's largest honeybees. Twice a year, they perch themselves
high above the Annapurna circuit in central Nepal, their worn-out tools gleam faintly in the thin mountain
air. This centuries-old craft is a testament to the power of the human spirit, which allows us to persevere
and rise above difficult circumstances and step outside our comfort zones.

Andrew Newey | United Kingdom
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Mustafa Hassouna | Palestinian Territory

Liberty Leading the People

A shirtless Palestinian protester holds a Palestinian flag in one hand and swings a slingshot with the
other during a demonstration on the Israeli-Palestinian border, north of the Gaza Strip. His actions draw
comparisons with the iconic 'Liberty Leading the People' painting by Eugéne Delacroix, which was painted
in 1830 to commemorate the French Revolution. The young man appears in sharp contrast to fellow
demonstrators and reporters in protective jackets behind him, all set against a background of black smoke
from burning tyres.
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Fahad Aloudah | Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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Hero Without Borders 295 M by

In a narrow pathway between barbed wire fences at the Zaatari refugee camp in northern Jordan, a Syrian gy kg @l el @ W5 5500 Jab 0831 033 Jlass ot syiesll e § Sils Il dins
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Antonius Padua Hari Wibowo | Indonesia
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Defying Leap

In Jakarta, Indonesia, an amputee football player in a green-and-white jersey leaps, balancing on crutches
to head a ball mid-air. Surrounding players focus on the intense match, with the field buzzing with energy
and excitement. The determination and athleticism of the players on either team shines through as they
compete fiercely on the field, defying physical limitations with incredible skill.

Rise Above It All

On the shores of Sur City in the Sultanate of Oman, a young boy with one leg kicks out at a football with
two crutches steadying his stance. The beach stretches behind, waves lapping at the sand as other boys
involved in the game watch on in amazement at their friend's skill. By defying his limitations, the boy is
a representation of a spirit burning with passion, resilience and hope, since strength is not measured in
limbs or muscles — but is rooted deep within us all. Sometimes, it takes just one foot, one dream or one
spark of courage to rise above it all.

Hussein Al Aamri | Sultanate of Oman
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Ghaith Alsayed | Syrian Arab Republic
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Tankside Market

A Syrian man sells vegetables in front of a damaged tank in the western city of Homs. Earlier that month,
rebel forces launched a lightning offensive that captured most major cities in the country and brought an
end to five decades of Baathist rule in Syria. Remnants of the 13-year civil war remained in civilian areas,
with daily life resuming for most Syrians as a nation recovers from years of destruction and strife.

Mei Yin | China
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Ghost City

In Syria's historic city of Aleppo, locals navigate and survive a 'ghost city', which was split in half during
the tumultuous civil war. Since the end of the war, only 12% of the city has been rebuilt, with over half its
buildings still lying empty. Despite the crumbling structures and deserted streets, displaced residents are
slowly beginning to return to their homes, as the ones left behind resume daily life among the war’s scars.
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Yu Shi | United States of America
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Power Bite
Chile’s Torres Del Paine is famous for its stunning landscapes, but it’s also home to a fierce predator - the

puma. These majestic creatures primarily feed on guanacos. However, the hunting success rate for pumas
is not very high, especially for female pumas, who rely on the abundance of guanacos in the region for their
survival. A female puma is observed stalking a guanaco, her cubs trailing nearby. She leaps, nearly biting
its neck, but the guanaco miraculously flees.
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Robert Van Thienen | Belgium
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Greyhound Chase

A Greyhound kicks up a sand cloud, chasing a fake prey on a non-commercial lure-racing track. This
people's-sport is created with the sole purpose of preserving the natural instinct of the dogs, who can
complete the tracks individually or in small groups. When the dogs are older, they can run shorter distances
on the tracks, before eventually retiring to the comfort of a family home.
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Don Dimunguarachchige Anton Ravindra Ranasinghe | Sri Lanka

Voice of the Future

A young child stands before a sea of determined faces and raised lights — a powerful symbol of hope,
resistance and unity. Surrounded by a crowd armed with mobile torches and unwavering spirits, the child
becomes more than a silhouette; he becomes the voice of a generation yearning for change. Power is often
times held by the collective will — particularly by the innocence that leads and the courage that follows.
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White Dove

A child holds a dove with care, each of their steady gazes piercing through a paned window. Bare tree
branches blur in the reflections, evoking a chaotic and uncertain world. Sometimes the greatest strength
lies in a child’s gaze, in the way they hold a bird and in the bond formed without a single word being spoken.

Kudret Deniz Kalayci | Tiirkiye
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Sultan Ahmed Niloy | Bangladesh
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Iron Will
Altaf Hossain from Narsingdi, Bangladesh was born without arms, but that never deterred him from o0 Lol sl e Gl LS La A3 Sl B33 &S] ey S o Gl sl 3 istsslain Sikinnsl §
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Refat Mamutov | Russian Federation
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In a dimly lit room, an elderly man sits alone, his face illuminated by a mobile phone’s soft glow and the
desk lamp casting faint shadows. His focused expression reflects connection to distant loved ones through ey ;“’>I o liogs dluolss a2 3255 WoguuSy prodles 42 55 sl Lle b 33l 1Sl Hlanall Lalf Lo
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Abundance

In the fields of Khuzestan, southern Iran, a local woman carries a large sack of wheat over her head during
the harvest season. In the agricultural sector in rural regions like Khuzestan, women play an instrumental
role, working side by side with men in planting, harvesting and storing crops. Their participation is crucial
not only for supporting the local economy but also for preserving cultural identity and traditional rural
ways of life.
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Dao Van Vinh | Vietnam

Hidden Strength

A mother and her two children carry bundles of dried corn on their backs on their way home. For a brief
moment, the mother, walking behind, was accidentally obscured by the child walking in front of her, making
it appear as though the tiny child was carrying an enormous bundle of dried corn all on her own. The
mother's presence while not visible at times, is clearly present, ensuring not only the success but the
survival of her young family.
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Belal Ahmad Alhamss | Palestinian Territory

In Two Arms

Amid the chaos of war, a father carries his deceased child to a cemetery, while another clutches his
wounded son, seeking safety. No ambulances or hospitals aid their path, only weary steps and broken
hearts. This is a living testimony to unending pain, to a childhood stolen and dreams buried before they

are born. One child has taken his last breath, another barely clings to his, both of them held by parents
torn by grief and fear.
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Zaw Zaw Naing | Myanmar

Power of Love el 58

Two homeless siblings beg on a city street, the elder sister nurturing a sick younger brother. Their worn iatlo Lagaws Gle J3a5 Gim Gaerall sesall sl Guaind xSl EaYldiaall QB § lapo) Glotid olidd byiay
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Paolo Mughnai | Italy
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Locomotive

In the town of Viseu de Sus, Romania, the Mocanita steam locomotive hauls tree trunks from the mountain
and through winding rocky and forested paths as well as mountain tunnels. The cold air and rugged terrain
frame the workers’ cooperation and hard work, delivering timber across a 60-kilometre journey in a historic
mode of transport rarely used in today's world.

Arif Hidayah | Indonesia
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Aqua Power

In Bandung, West Java, firefighters slip while battling a massive blaze, the high-pressure water turning
against them for a mere second. As the hose sprays wildly against the smoky backdrop, we are reminded of
the dangers faced by first responders who must battle the elements in all its shapes and forms. Likewise,
the power of water can also transform it from ally to treacherous hazard in the heat of the moment.
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Yongfu Que | China
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Lotus Rising
In Shenyang, China, a woman swims in a butterfly stoke through icy waters, her form resembling a

lotus rising. Whilst in mid-air, the swimmer's limbs are outstretched against the frozen lake’s surface, a
testament to her endurance and grace, a show of defiance against the chilling depths.

Tao Hua | China
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Antonio Aragon Renuncio | Spain

Power in Hope

In Bonoua, Ivory Coast, 8-year-old Ivan dances happily in his wheelchair, awaiting a new orthosis to ease
his everyday life. Local children with disabilities are at high risk of abandonment as well as physical,
emotional and sexual abuse. In some instances, their communities believe that their disabilities are a divine
punishment or the result of their parents' sins. The Don Orione Centre in Bonoua, affords children like lvan
the chance to learn to be independent and manage their own lives and affairs. The centre not only offers
care, but the chance for the children to live new lives that are filled with power, peace and hope.
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Daily Reality

In Kahramanmaras’s historic covered bazaar, a boy pushes a heavy cart laden with goods through vibrant
alleys. His small frame barely managing to control the weight of the load, though he intently grips the
cart's worn wooden handles with routine focus. While other children play or go to school, this child is
forced to work to help his family make ends meet, his determined eyes not seeking pity but reflecting
resilience.

Emrah Karakog | Tiirkiye
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Xianhui Fang | China

Flowing of Love

Exhausted from a mountain climb, a mother's sweat-drenched clothes clung to her back as she pauses at a
water station for some nourishment. Her child, carried in a bamboo basket on her back, turns a frost-cold
valve, cupping water for her to drink. As she bends to drink, the coolness carried more than refreshment
- it held the weight of a child's devotion, every drop infused with the purest form of love that only exists
between parent and child.
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Artisan Boat-makers

Along the Ganges River and particularly in Sunderban mangrove forest in the Ganges Delta, many small
dockyards are located, where boats are built for fishermen. These boats, which help fishermen perform
their work in the high seas are largely handcrafted, built with patience and perseverance by local artisans.
The Bay of Bengal, particularly along the Sunderban area is extremely rough and is a cradle for deep
sea cyclones and aggressive hammerhead sharks, all of which the boat builders must account for when
building these wooden masterpieces.

Debdatta Chakraborty | India
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Ammar AL Busaidi | Sultanate of Oman
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Unspoken Strength

In a turbulent sea, a man carries a fishing net brimming with glistening sardines. His soaked clothes
revealing every tense muscle straining against the unforgiving force of both the ocean and the heavy
burden on his back. Every step he takes through the swirling water is a living testament to his unyielding
strength, as if he is wrestling not only with the sea but with life itself.
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Dmitry Burza | Russian Federation

The Route of Power

On a treadmill, a runner with a prosthetic leg takes steady, deliberate steps, each defying past pain and
fears. The artificial leg is no longer a limitation for this determined athlete, in fact it is a tool that has
helped him achieve excellence, akin to wings for a bird. His choice in life was to be strong and powerful -
since power is a force that is born where it is no longer possible to retreat.
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SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY

From intense competition to moments of victory
and defeat, Sports offer a dynamic blend of emotion,
movement and storytelling.

Back by popular demand, this category invites
photographers to capture the energy, drama and
spirit that make sports thrilling to watch - and even
more exciting to photograph.
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1ST WINNER

Vladimir Tadic | Bosnia and Herzegovina
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Victory and Defeat
In a boxing ring, a referee grips the wrists of two teenage girls, one of them about to be
declared the winner. As the referee raises the victor’s arm, she bursts into a moment of
pure euphoria, her face lit with joy and triumph, realising that months of training, sacrifice
and determination have led to this achievement. Beside her, the defeated opponent is
overwhelmed by disappointment. Her body language speaks volumes, a mix of exhaustion,
heartbreak and the sting of coming so close. Yet, in that contrast between joy and sorrow lies

the essence of competitive sport.
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2ND WINNER

Ladislav Perenyi | Germany

Apex of Grace

At the 2024 Paris Olympics, Darja Varfolomeev of Germany soars to gold in rhythmic gymnastics, her
split leap defying gravity with a black ball perfectly poised above. Clad in a shimmering gold-embellished
leotard, she became the first German rhythmic gymnast to ever win an Olympic gold medal following her
performance in Paris. This moment freezes her triumph, a breathtaking fusion of strength and artistry that
crowned her Olympic championship.
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3RD WINNER

Masatoshi Ujihara | Japan

The Madison

During a rider changeover in the Madison event at the Japan Track Cup, two cyclists clasp hands, one
propelling the other with explosive force. Their legs blur, bikes tilting on the curved track. In track
cycling, where athletes are forced to compete alone, the Madison is unique in that two riders form a
powerful tag team and race toward the finish line together. This impressive spectacle, involves rider's
solely relying on their leg strength as they hold hands and push each other forward to accelerate. When
their breathing is in sync, one of them is propelled forward with explosive acceleration, overwhelming
the other teams and cutting through the air.
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Mid-Air Serve
In Melbourne, Australia, a tennis player is captured mid-serve — a moment of explosive movement and

fierce concentration frozen in time. A dramatic shaft of light cuts through the surrounding darkness,
illuminating the athlete and a vivid patch of blue court, while the ball glows mid-flight. The player's
colourful attire stands out against the shadows, an elongated silhouette stretching below, adding depth
and abstraction. This striking composition blends stillness and motion, light and dark - a visual study in
power, grace and the solitary intensity of peak performance.

Scott Robin Barbour | New Zealand
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Forehand Stroke
Jacob Fearnley of Great Britain unleashes a forehand against Alexander Zverev of Germany during

their Men's Singles Third Round match on day six of the 2025 Australian Open. Fearnley's body arches
dramatically under a sharp beam of light, the ball frozen mid-flight with a sublime glow, while long shadows
stretch across the blue court. His vibrant red and white attire slices through the encroaching darkness,

illuminating the intensity of the moment.

Andy Pak Lun Cheung | Australia
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Hasan Vilak Syed Mohamed Ali | India
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Speed in Focus

During the 2023 Saudi Arabian Grand Prix in Jeddah, a fleeting moment of raw speed and precision
is captured beneath the city's dazzling night lights. As the track curves sharply, the F1 car's blistering
velocity, framed by the circuit's stark lines, epitomises the perfect fusion of power and precision in an
urban glow.

Ahmad Iskandar Abdullah | Singapore

MERIT MEDAL
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Seconds from Victory

The Singapore Grand Prix at Marina Bay Street Circuit shines as a historic milestone, debuting in 2008 as
F1’s first night race and Asia’s first-ever street circuit. Against a stunning backdrop of heritage buildings,
modern architecture and a glittering skyline, the tight 5km track features 23 corners and a challenging
bumpy surface which tests the world’s best drivers with humid conditions and speeds up to 320km/h
under floodlights. After a rain-delayed return in 2022 following a 2019 hiatus and Covid-19 cancellations
in 2020-21, Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc claimed second place in the electrifying race, finishing just seconds
from victory.
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Frank Udo Taesler | Germany

Record Jump

High above Marl, Germany, eighteen skydivers form a tight formation, hands linked under moonlight,
attempt a record jump. Their silhouettes cut through the night sky, parachutes trailing the industrial
landscape glimmers faintly below. To make the jump a success, an even larger team worked on the ground:
the pilot, ground crew and the Federal Agency for Technical Relief - whose coordination and support
ensured the daring feat was completed safely.
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Benjamin Yavar | Chile
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Among Sardines

In the municipality of Panglao in the Philippines, a freediver slices through a dense sardine school, their
bodies spiralling into a shimmering silhouette. The sea’s surface ripples, light filtering through the water’s
depths - as if the ocean itself is painting with motion and light. This visual echo of a rare and intimate
exchange between a diver and the sea is the perfect fusion of human presence among wild nature.
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Donell Cablas Gumiran | Philippines

The Desert Challenger

An ATV rider tears through the sands toward the summit of Tal Moreeb, a towering 300-metre dune with
a punishing 50-degree incline. More than just a sporting event, it is a test of human grit and machine
mastery. The explosive trails of orange sand split dramatically in both directions, evoking volcanic energy
and raw momentum and providing an immersive view of the dust, power and climb. Held annually in Abu
Dhabi, the Liwa Festival draws riders and spectators from around the world to witness high-octane battles
against one of nature’s most formidable landscapes.
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Dusty Trail

In the heart of Saudi Arabia's Great Nafud Desert near Hail, a high-powered vehicle surges through
an exhilarating rally, its engine roaring against soft sands and rugged terrain. In one of the most iconic
destinations for thrill-seekers and rally enthusiasts, this dramatic moment of speed and defiance shines
bright. The dynamic interplay evokes adventure's raw spirit, where human ingenuity confronts nature's
harshness in perfect harmony.

Khalid Khuzayyim Al Shammari | Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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Andrey Golovanov | Russian Federation

Fencing Magic siyleadl fnws

During the 'Moscow Sabre' international fencing competition held in Russia, two athletes clash with

precision and grace, their sabres flashing under a kaleidoscope of vibrant lights. Encased in dynamic, laglom JZ5 Lot Uil el § (28105 Caad S olol¥l 85323 sbﬁi@iﬂne;w HRe Jeaill Jadll ab Elitog

rainbow-hued rings, the setting pulses with intensity, blending athletic prowess and artistic flair. SLall Jimd ol & ¢9L‘U)JL, Z3ally sl :}n” $5tas .SIESJI)%_:;.AJI o § olsaisls &Sl :.‘a.)l.v ;ivsm Sl
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Javid Nikpour | Iran

Between Blade and Glow Sudle Jadl G
At Dianzi University Gymnasium in Hangzhou, sabre fencers lunge and twist, their blades slicing sharply Sildos Lej‘lséAjJ Log)laig cclggll f,w 530 dding Carctdl 1550l 5yl duinenll gigile diyray dedlys)l ($350s dzals Ao &
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Konstantin Efthimiadis | Germany

Big Wave Surfer

In Nazare, Portugal, a surfer carves a thirty-metre wave, trailing foam from the crest. The small town is a
popular surfing spot for surfers from around the world, due to its giant waves which are created by storms
in the Atlantic Ocean, where the churning waters meet the Nazare Canyon. Due to the difference in depth
from the continental shelf, these giant waves usually occur in the winter months under suitable conditions.
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Power of JAWS

During what's known as a 'Superswell', where waves break at over sixty feet high, a surfer is launched into
the air and over the crest of a powerful wave, often resulting in a dramatic wipeout. Pe'ahi, better known
as Jaws on the island of Maui, Hawaii is a world-renowned big wave surf break, famous for its powerful
waves and challenging conditions. Jaws is regarded as one of the most prestigious surf spots on Earth due
to the size and power of its waves, formed by a deep underwater ridge that compresses the energy of the
open ocean as it surges towards shallower waters.
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Renee Capozzola | United States of America

Te>" Ogre>
elsgll 3 Ule loadl CS1y 3355 Load gl iyl Floadl 3ot Cup> ailall dzgall” 3 (iyed Ain) dnilll ode st
foealy Loyl 03 duslow 0l Cirm] 53155 236 o amy ladlocl § g3r0 bosian ] Slball 4 gty O Jib dgall L0339
8lso el 32T mg i("ustaall all” iz dyelaid] A2l 92" 4alS) (slsbs wsslo 852 G JAWS) 52" ol " ale”
429 Ule Gy @8lsall 35T oo daidl odn Xaf Ugiorrs LG5Ei Bsludg aloal 858 Jubdy allall § Lislamll Zlsadl sS)
siiall bumall Bl) Uil i celall Cond 3o dlaades Capany Ayl lezlool Lo 3] syl oim 3LEs) 53

02553856 JlaS Wlo Elrge 3% il slsall o zlsadl il Lals

95



Ming-Jou Yang | China

Aerial Flip

At the World University Games in Taipei, the men's horizontal bar event highlights the art and athleticism
of gymnastics — a display of powerful swings, release-and-regrasp moves, twists and aerial somersaults
on a single high bar. Testing strength, technique and seamless flow, each routine builds towards a dramatic
finish: an explosive aerial dismount, a mid-air rotation and a perfectly measured landing. This image
captures a gymnast mid-dismount, chalk dust suspended against a dark backdrop — a fleeting moment of
motion, strength and poetic stillness.
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Piervi Fonseca D'agostino | Brazil

Force of Water clodl Hladic
In Nova Lima, Brazil, a wakeboarder soars above Lagoa dos Ingleses Lake, body twisting in a complex Bai2d 48y (9 oun Lolid ¢ Gasenal ] oo l9£3" Brum oleo B9 cladl Lle Blszall Bl i Jashal "lad i dals 3
manoeuvre. Water sprays, trailing the board’s sharp edge, reflecting on the calm surface. The clearly s o5 €l tsslal cLall b Lle Lizall 313,01 oy B 8311 ang) B8l 2 2
defined contours of the athlete's body and board create a dramatic visual composition that celebrates
athletic performance, the graphic beauty of the sport and the pure dedication involved.
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Zhenhuan Zhou | China

450 Pro Moto

An electrifying snapshot from a 450 Pro Moto race, raw power and blistering speed ignite the scene.
A rider, draped in vibrant gear, leans fiercely into a sharp dirt turn, gripping the handlebars with steely
resolve as the rear tyre churns loose soil into a dramatic plume of dust. The engine’s thunderous roar
seems to pulse, the bike carving the track with razor-sharp precision. Every muscle and grain of earth
weaves a tale of high-stakes competition, where milliseconds reign supreme and control defines mastery.
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Andrzej Bochenski | Poland
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Quad Quest

In the heart of Poland’s Btedowska Desert, quad races ignite fierce excitement as competitors push their
limits to claim victory. This burst of action is a showcase of the competitors' relentless efforts and the
swirling dirt kicked up by the wheels. Pulsing with rapid movement, these exciting races invite spectators
to attend and feel the intensity and admire the raw dedication amidst the desert’s vast challenge.
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Alexandre Buisse | France

Rest in Poetry

American rock climber Pamela Pack conquers the first ascent of a gruelling off-width crack in Indian Creek,
Utah — a wide, unforgiving fissure. Pack dedicated the ascent to her late poet father, as she powered
upward with raw determination, the visible yellow cam device stands ready to catch any fall. Amid
the profound grief and tribute, the climb transforms personal loss into a testament of resilience and
remembrance.
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Whitewater Flight

In Patagonia’s Futaleufu River, kayaker Aniol Serrasolses flips mid-air, paddle slicing through turquoise
waters. The kayak twists, spray bursting around its sleek form. Jagged rocks frame this gravity-defying
stunt, filled with the kind of precision and control that only comes from years of pushing the limits. The
Futaleufi is known to be wild, unforgiving and yet beautiful. In that moment Aniol did not just ride the
river, he flew above it.

Gonzalo Eduardo Robert Parraguez | Chile
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Abdulqader Imad Taher | Iraq

Juliadin Kuswara | Indonesia

Soaring Defiance Siadl Gela Diving Silhouette sl ks

In the heart of a motocross arena, a rider launches into a breathtaking mid-air leap, bike tilted gracefully clow &als Lle By Olewsl dial5s Juad draue diflon 3388 (3§ Gsluio Blhis dslo ogxSsige Hlilew dul> B & A diver leaps into the sea, arms outstretched against a golden sunset, during the FINA World Swimming o leal) @l Aghy S dan il Cosll uods dazlsn § GBssres slehyd padl JI pawllizll bi;ﬁ-z dpyels din) &
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Anastasia Tkachenko | Russian Federation
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Unconquered Soul
In a vibrant square, a gymnast at the Children of One Planet Festival of Inclusive Creativity leaps and twirls,

her movements magical and enchanting. Costumes swirl, hands clasp and laughter echoes against festive
banners. Photography at such events plays a key role by capturing moments that reflect the strength of
the human spirit and the desire to overcome oneself.
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Jungsemi's Legacy

Sepak takraw athletes practice in the village of Jungsemi in Central Java, Indonesia. Jungsemi's journey as
a producer of world-class sepak takraw athletes began in 1982, during a time when juvenile delinquency
was on the rise. At the time, local residents established a community initiative to channel children's
energy into positive outlets such as sports, arts and social activities. This grassroots movement laid the
foundation for the sepak takraw club being formed in 1987, a proud legacy of the village and the local
community that lives on to this day.

Alvin Watupongoh | Indonesia
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Gerdie Hutomo | Indonesia
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Determination
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At the 2018 Asian Para Games, a runner from Thailand with an amputated right arm leads the pack, her
face etched with fierce determination as she leaps mid-air toward the finish line. Her powerful sprint
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Infinite Power
Filipino para-athlete Andy Avellana takes a quiet moment to gather his thoughts before launching into

the long jump. His walking stick lies beside him on the ground — a simple object that speaks volumes. It
represents both the challenges he faces and the strength he has built to overcome them. Andy has trained
hard, pushed through obstacles and refused to let limitations define him. His body shows physical power
but it is the mental and emotional strength that truly stands out. With every jump, he defies expectations

and inspires others to rise above their own struggles.

Rizal Adi Dharma | Indonesia

4o5loll 6951

Joobll 3881 ddlio § sl Juid D3l JAU dlin) § Jgoidl Golasl b3lidl (53T qaal (595 o toiaaldll £,.50,)1 baiily
zoss 3eiSI Bhis lgiS) dgiten 3 3a3 b daged] dzhill el e laizy il Slac i Yl Lle 4l Jls
loraiST Ll Bodll e s Lavs iz Lle Olanill ablis lgmo 4 Gudo BLi 03 Lle Sald (e (samill danla
udly dgadl 38 span Fedle Bledl 3358 of Gadys wldell LEinds @ty (5351 Bad 28 oleaall jolazd Byltay
ali Uy wooledodll 3y LS, ¥ 8348 JS@.Q&E&JI@}:&:;%&JIQM@EAM&Q&LMIleih'afi
Lyl pasclian Slasg o33




Esengul Alici | Tiirkiye

Resilient Surge
Beneath a modern urban canopy, a runner in blue surges forward, tethered to a wheelchair athlete in a

powerful display of unity during a race promoting disability sports. The sleek asphalt further beautifies
this show of strength and solidarity, showcasing the transformative power of sport to unite and uplift all

participants.
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Ahmad Yousif Juma Al Ali | United Arab Emirates

Final Push PSVESY P IERE )
At the 2025 Fazza International Championships for People of Determination in Dubai, a wheelchair Dlgdll Ba g dlnie Body inie esS Lle Biluie @534y 2025 35 3 8aisidll pagl olo¥ Aol &ﬁg dghy &
competitor surges toward the finish line, arms straining with fierce resolve. The gleaming track and sleek galis oliall gl lin ¢ 4 .is ol slosdiall uS ruls 3 :uu)c o E5 393dn s sisS Olixisie oLd);g
flect a relentl ffort and ieldi irit in th it of glory. v ' ’ . T i es - . .
arena reflect a relentless effort and an unyielding spirit in the pursuit of glory. sl g iz ¥ a3 o 5331 5 51550 crmall ] 5 453 £ laae
109



*

l...."'---l L a0 . . b

Fuliang Cai | China

Shadows of the Court

Beneath a towering hoop, a striking aerial view captures the essence of a basketball court alive with
action. Players dribble, prepare to shoot and hold their ground, their slender shadows stretching across
the concrete in a harmonious dance of light and motion. llluminated by sunlight, the composition blends
structure and movement, with each shadow mirroring the game's rhythm and dynamism.
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Mingiang Tian | China

MERIT MEDAL
RECIPIENT

Marathon Notes

On a sun-drenched morning, runners surge through a bustling urban marathon along a freshly paved
black asphalt avenue lined with towering palm trees. The oblique morning light casts long shadows of
athletes and trees onto the gleaming asphalt, transforming the pavement into a striking canvas of light
and contrast. Vibrant red and blue from their attire punctuate the rhythmic silhouettes, weaving a dynamic
symphony of light, shadow, form and colour.
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Mohammed Ahmed Al-Shaabi | Qatar

Precision in Motion syl dss
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The Noble Art

During the 2025 Junior Italian Championship qualifiers in Lucca, a tense moment unfolds as two young
female boxers grimace through the physical challenges of the noble art. Once deemed unsuitable for
women, boxing now draws a new generation of girls whose determination and pursuit of excellence reflect
the sport’s growing appeal. Around the ring emotions run high, yet once the final bell sounds, these fierce
competitors return to their everyday lives as students or workers.

Donato Bellomo | Italy
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Ronnel Altising | Philippines
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MERIT MEDAL
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Halftime Show

During the halftime show at an NBA match in Abu Dhabi, an athlete's jaw-dropping display of slam-
dunking the basketball steals the show as an icebreaker, captivating the full house in the arena. Even
three-time NBA MVP and superstar Nikola Joki¢ watches in awe, at the great athleticism and flexibility
that blends entertainment with raw talent, turning a brief pause into a viral moment of wonder.
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Ahmad Damra | Jordan

MERIT MEDAL
RECIPIENT

Arc of Defiance

In a fleeting moment of extraordinary strength, a gymnast soars in perfect form, her body arched with
precision as her hands grip the uneven bars in flawless balance. Her calm expression defies gravity itself
— no hint of pain or fear. Beyond muscle, her true power lies in discipline, focus and courage in the face of
risk. Every detail, from her poised feet to her outstretched arms, reflects excellence. It transcends sport,
embodying the will and passion that transform pain into art — a graceful, indomitable defiance.
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Juan Mayer | Argentina

Leading Through the Sky
High above, skydivers trail streams of smoke, their parachutes gliding in formation as a lone bird leads with
outstretched wings, perfectly at home in the open air. For a fleeting moment, humans and nature share

thc.e sky; gravnty—defyu"lg bodies, parachutfes a.nd feathere:d f|lg|:lt weaving through the same vast car}vas. 2ol 336 Spdo Al oim 3 5 iy elogll paot oyl o U §18 B llins i3l (s3os Sloas]
It is a rare, breathtaking moment where instinct meets intention and the sky becomes a space of silent i : = : i o : R :

connection. D35> 0 éeuj é;b dax>Ns iy o @; S5 35U sdiolall delhll 3gb 383 3 eeting wclowull dlaso d uslasyl

ooy o T
ity o liz b o Bl pgien lote 3lell GLoall o Boss 0abild ool f5o> JuSis § ooelliall soleny o Jle¥l 3
talrsdl o 2gdin 8 bl Hlusdl Gl dabls b 3 pousll B8 (355 daby) fsphnall L)l LIS (slhall elsgll 3

Windy Trek

On Xinjiang’s Bogda Peak, climbers trudge up Laohuzui Road, heavy backpacks swaying against fierce
winds. Snow swirls like mist, obscuring jagged cliffs behind the figures of the climbers' hunch, with their
faces turned from the biting gusts. This daunting task is a moment of halted progress for every member of
the climbing team, their adventure framed by the darkening sky and icy slopes as their battle against the
mountain’s relentless elements continues.

Xiaofeng Chen | China
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PORTFOLIO

(STORY-TELLING)
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A demanding genre that challenges photographers
to craft narratives where each image weaves into a
compeolling, cohesive story.

In this category, a powerful series must unfold - one
that captivates both heart and mind, reaching a depth
that a single photography alone cannot achieve.
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WINNERS

1ST WINNER

Ali Jadallah | Palestinian Territory

2ND WINNER

Marek Biegalski | Poland

3RD WINNER

Sayed Ammar Alsayed Ahmed Alashoor | United Arab Emirates
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1ST WINNER

Ali Jadallah | Palestinian Territory

Burden of Survival Sl e
For two years, the Gaza Strip has been engulfed by relentless destruction and death, with its people ole dal Joxy Lags Bl o0 dols JSy A3y Wsag dsgd oles slbg Cani 832 glhd 5 ioudliie Guole s30 Gle
bearing the heavy burden of survival. Yet, during the sacred month of Ramadan, they choose life, coming Ses32 glasll 2l 318 bl JaSe 383 slawsil o sl dio JISE I Jiil Ja8 &8 clal clidly Slautll 2euc Mébﬂ
together to break their fast amidst the rubble. They hold onto a dream of a final photograph, one captured g ; : Slaie Mlgo Ll Heaingg wtluwlaill Bouudll Holxiy wtlylsall Hlin) o 3 Blel Lle @ajlio]
after the war, when homes are rebuilt and loved ones are reunited once again. Qi «Ergudl 3555 o> Bl gBasls v yndl bl azy 8yl By0u0 earsld e Cos 3l HoSuua . Jodl 0l Lle
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2ND WINNER

Marek Biegalski | Poland

Whispers of Light

Utah’s Factory Butte is home to breathtaking landscapes, towering rocks, expansive deserts and serene
canyons that offer an unparalleled canvas for nature’s artistry. Light plays a key role in transforming these
dramatic terrains, revealing a spectrum of contrasts from soft, pale hues at dawn to bold, saturated tones
at sunset. It doesn’t just illuminate the scenery, it brings it to life, creating moods and enhancing textures
in ways that captivate the soul.
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Wings of Wonder
Under magnification, insect wings reveal a hidden universe where nature’s artistry unfolds in exquisite o) B34l aslly 553 9 Tl Tas Tolle Cainss dgloolas ope ALl b galy ol dovin] e uSil Olwse C,;m_f
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detail. Captured with precision and patience, each frame transforms a small fragment of the insect world
into a spectacle of light, colour and geometry. The transparency, fragility and intricate structure of ever _ . L, : ' P , - s 2. .
P g 8 Y parency, fragility y b sl U3l Syl Gyl ladiins oo dmin ¥ A8l Fo5 JUsUl Ly s Aikinso uosing (sl 205

wing offer a glimpse into the remarkable adaptations that allow these creatures to flourish. . = . B :
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3RD WINNER

Sayed Ammar Alsayed Ahmed Alashoor | United Arab Emirates




128

MERIT MEDAL
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Anand Gireesh Krishnan | India

Pushkar Fair

Pushkar Mela is more than a gathering; it is a living expression of heritage for the Kalbelia, Rabari, and
Banjara communities of India. The many faces of the fair form part of a larger mosaic of identity, carried
in posture, clothing and ritual. These are the faces of Pushkar and the traditions that endure not through
ceremony alone, but through conversations, shared meals and the quiet ways people stand, look and
belong - beautiful and calming in a world of constant change.
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Belal Altellawi | Palestinian Territory
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Hands of War

Outside Gaza’s Nasser Hospital, hands tell stories of survival. A father bids farewell to his son for the
final time. Others dig through rubble, seeking survivors. A young girl lies on a stretcher, her lower arm
amputated following an airstrike. Near a morgue tent, still hands lie motionless, once full of hope and
life. The series presents different moments of war through the language of hands. Each image captures a
separate human experience, but together they form a visual sequence that reflects the journey from loss

to the will to live.
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Marcos Casanovas Felix | Spain
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Mediterranean Invasion higiall gic
Off Catalonia’s coast, jellyfish and ctenophores float in the Mediterranean Sea, their translucent forms dods d8lis (,Luob ddlall 8,3l hgiall andl xmdl sl 3 dd@)l Oldniially Josbiall (ssles Lol Joloww 3
drifting gently in the turquoise waters. Over the past few decades, the proliferation of these organisms in izbd 85sLaiily iz Balls ] LSS o 1S5 J35 dreol ssinll Jslog Slacl § dbln sy Bl g digusall Flo3l
t.he M.edit?rrane.an Sea has bec:ome a phenon.1enon.of consic.ier.able ecolo.gical and economic concern. This el 3235 5 { ol Lezakin & Jalgsll o i { P L_h;wfgw b o,
'invasion' is attributed to a series of factors, including overfishing and climate change. - -
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Craig McGowan | Australia
olis

Dunes y
Over desert dunes, golden rays sweep across rippling sands at sunset, igniting ridges with warm hues. oo Blbly Azl Jél J=inds (553l dne s 33 Joll 315 i 028l clymenl Jloy Bo5 dxan il Ligy2ll i_é.;';‘ig’,w
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Deep shadows carve sharp contrasts in the troughs, sculpting each curve. The light softens, casting a
tranquil glow over the vast land mass. T T U : s .z
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Jehad Alshrafi | Palestinian Territory
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Remnants of Life s> o Lls,
In Gaza, residents sift through rubble for lost belongings, their hands dusty and deliberate. Women and Bl glin Llay Lle voxizy I“ﬁ‘—: oually doglSe CilSymg 2yt g_N,[J Blaadl adasins alSills GSLEY o 31 & 85 s3e 3
children queue for food, faces weary. Families build shelters from scraps, huddling in makeshift tents. Eid ol L; laiosle Elall Conss .p0bdls 53 1ol ssmes 5 o) Wb tdlsb salob § Jlabls 2luill Cibns
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Jasem Khlef | Canada

Everyday People

This series captures street life by telling a silent story for each face. These faces are etched with time,
emotion and unspoken experiences; they are windows into lives we pass by daily, often unnoticed. From
the subtle lines of age to the intensity of a fleeting gaze, these faces form a visual narrative of resilience,
struggle, hope and humanity. Together, they weave a larger story — a photographic memoir of the street,
where every expression holds a deeper truth.
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Kimia Shad | Iran
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Beyond the Run: An Unseen Journey OligiSall e puady Ceaog Frine Gliw

At the Fazza International Championships for People of Determination held in Dubai, the raw, human Sladll 03a (555 Amygn il § plusl Glaz (s lzdlazul Ll podll Olaod sodll wleld Aol gl58 Aok §
essence of elite athleticism is in full force. Through multiple frames, an unseen story is captured — the Elelhos ddsls Wlzo ouils ‘a;-'-*s ollasly ‘1..1_;[‘0 ks J"'N' 5 ol plell Hesell olys ¥ s Gl dsyliz "I
subtle glances, the quiet triumphs and the deeply personal struggles that unfold away from the public eye. T e LTt s . P o T
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Each image within the collection is a testament to the myriad of emotions etched onto the faces and forms . A
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of these dedicated individuals.
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Mariam Hassan Farhan | Qatar

One Brick at A Time

A group of workers at a traditional brick factory in a suburb of Dhaka, Bangladesh, transport large
quantities of bricks using primitive carts and bicycles. Men and women labour under heavy loads, their
figures shrouded in grit clouds. The worker's strenuous efforts, with sweat-streaked faces and straining
muscles are dramatically set against towering brick piles and a rough terrain, highlighting the gruelling
conditions of manual work and the importance of improving the living and working conditions for labourers.
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Michael Thomas Gallagher | United Kingdom

Faces of the Ocean
In global waters, 'Faces of the Ocean' captures marine life’s diversity. A French angelfish glides under

Bonaire’s salt pier, fins flared. A Red Sea coral grouper fixes a steady gaze off Sudan’s coast. A tasselled
scorpionfish rests in the Maldives’ Ari Atoll, its texture vivid. Each frame, from Papua New Guinea’s moray
eel to England’s tompot blenny, showcases the astounding beauty and stunning allure of the 'faces' of the

underwater world.
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Mohammed Salem | Palestinian Territory

Innocence Under Siege

In Gaza, children navigate war-torn streets, queueing at soup kitchens for bread. Small hands grasp
meagre portions amidst the ruins, where rubble becomes playgrounds. A bandaged child lies on a hospital
floor, another gaunt from malnutrition. A girl swings defiantly against crumbled walls, while boys kick a
ball near a destroyed home. A child gazes at a man on crutches by the sea, his leg lost to the war — a quiet,
piercing moment of realisation.
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Mustafa Yilmaz | Tiirkiye

Triumphs of a Young Champion

In an Olympic-sized swimming pool, Muhammad Ali swims with one arm, his prosthetic legs steady on
the pool’s edge. His powerful strokes cut through the water, face focused with determination. The young
swimmer was born with no legs and a missing left forearm. Through hard work and support from family, he
managed to overcome those challenges and become a champion swimmer in his age group, with ambitions
to represent his native Tirkiye in the Paralympic Games.
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Norbert Von Niman | Sweden

MERIT MEDAL
REC'P'ENT Volcano Festival oSl Gloago

On Iceland’s Reykjanes Peninsula, crowds gather near a volcanic eruption, headlamps shimmering in the 365 Lle dzzzall ebulas Wiy Box bo Jak olSy dngd )8 oozl L dailan] G GaslSy) 8yui> dads Lle
dark. Molten lava shoots upward, illuminating faces of those in attendance as well as the rocky terrain. fataiall 362 |2 3 Lo Lol dilzall 5ol 2 2 IJli il Gasl @b Joll Goee & 55 poniS awods

It is often assumed that nature is best experienced in solitude, on this occasion though, the volcano
transformed into a performer with the enthusiastic crowd roaring it on, creating a festival feel into the
valley of blazing lava.
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Morteza Salehi | Iran

MERIT MEDAL
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Maharloo Migration

Near Shiraz, Iran, flamingos grace the salt-crusted surface of Maharloo Lake, their white bodies striking
against the water’s red algae hue. Their long shadows stretch across the lake as they wade gracefully
or soar in elegant arcs. From their synchronised flight to their serene rest in the saline waters, these
birds seem to greet the earth without disturbing its tranquillity. This scene is a tribute to the beauty of
migration, the harmony of nature and moments best appreciated from the sky.
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Richard Lavern Martin | United States of America

Gunpowder Game

In Morocco, Tbourida riders charge in unison, horses galloping as gunfire echoes. Dust rises around their
flowing robes, rifles raised high. Campfires glow nearby, where riders share meals and laughter. Behind the
synchronised charge and addictive, thunderous gunfire is something more subtle: an unspoken connection
that binds people to each other and to the land. Tbourida is not a mere traditional equestrian performance,
but is a living, breathing expression of community, pride and belonging.
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Sunita Mandal | United States of America

Phantoms of Spiti Valley

In India’s Spiti Valley, two young snow leopards tumble across a snowy cliff, their spotted coats blending
with the icy terrain. Their playful leaps contrast the stark, high-altitude desert, with monasteries clinging
to distant ridges. In this stark and sacred landscape, a handful of these magnificent predators endure,
perfectly camouflaged and almost invisible high up in the Himalayan foothills.
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Romain Barats | France

Gentoo Madness

In Antarctica’s icy waters, gentoo penguins dive with precision, their streamlined bodies cutting through
the sea at speeds of up to 36 kilometres per hour. On land, their clumsy waddle is a stark contrast to
their effortless grace beneath the surface as they gather in summer colonies along rocky coasts. Standing
between 70 and 90 centimetres in height, their sleek forms stand tall against wind-swept shores, beaks
pointed toward the krill-rich waters that sustain them. Masters of adaption, they are able to navigate
harsh climates while also evading predators on land and in water.
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Vanessa Beadling | Singapore

Giants on the Brink ddll dél> e dillac
Across an African savannah, elephant herds traverse the open plains. Being the largest land mammals on Ol8gliall '&mi g daliud (o 4SLai Lay g il (5300l s oy 3 dgdll lhad o3 (2631 GLLdl Jogen 5uc
planet earth, they hold an awe-inspiring physical presence. Yet behind their grandeur lies a growing peril. dal e 3513 e oblsz, Ty Usadl I3 2s 3 5ué ol o ;L&M;i&) . |3;:,_7j ISTPVONS DI :’h__ L3l

Targeted for their ivory, displaced by human expansion and threatened by climate change, elephants stand PO 5 - B s . s " B :
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at a crossroads. Trophy hunting robs them of their elders while habitat loss isolates their families. This Olsids dg>sed gl Slall apall Leili>s 50 332 S Zliall 3525 1SS Ll 3305 Jy Lebilso ufwcps lasLe

is both a celebration and a call to action — a tribute to their ancient power and a reminder of the urgent Jloilly £ladl oar Brido sic da8ly dlpall Da%d dgilile Cidy pblsall
need to protect them.
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Wayne Sorensen | Australia

Darkness of the Night

In Kenya's wilderness, animals drink from a shared waterhole in the darkness of the night. A leopard's
sharp eyes cut through the darkness, its paws planted firmly. An elephant’s wrinkled skin ripples as it
drinks, trunk curling gracefully. A giraffe bends awkwardly to sip, its neck vulnerable to predators. From an
underground hide, the animals are witnessed moving cautiously, in case they become prey themselves. A
small glimpse into life after dark on the plains of Africa.
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Yousef Al Habshi | United Arab Emirates
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Mandibles

A beetle’s mandibles are more than just tools for feeding — they are biological marvels, forged through
evolution to serve as essential instruments of survival, defence and dominance. These robust, often
serrated jaws are at the centre of territorial combat, helping beetles fend off rivals and claim optimal
habitats. During the mating season, males transform these structures into weapons of rivalry, engaging in
gripping duels where the outcome dictates not only status, but the right to reproduce.
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Zainab Alnaboud | Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

An Artisan’s Precision

Ali Al Shatti, a Saudi Arabian craftsman with over 40 years of experience, is renowned for his remarkable
resilience and devotion to his craft. With just a single hand, he skilfully carves, cuts and assembles wood
with extraordinary precision, creating model-sized ships in his converted home workshop. This image
offers a glimpse into his meticulous creative process, capturing the many stages involved in bringing each
model ship to life.
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Photographers have reached new creative heights,
using specialised tools to enhance their artistic
control and bring to life exceptional ideas that
continue to shape the photography industry and
influence countless other fields.

In this category, their work stands as a testament
to the harmony between creativity, passion and
originality — a celebration of imagination at its most
refined, where vision and technique meet to create
moving images that inspire and endure.
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1ST WINNER

Karim lliya | United States of America
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Blood of the Earth
Above Iceland’s Fagradalsfjall volcano, glowing lava spews in violent bursts, reshaping
the nearby landscape. These mythical forces embody creation and destruction, birthing
empires while reshaping terrain, fuelling life as Earth’s lifeblood. They are not just an earthly
phenomenon, but are also found in our solar system and across the cosmos, dotting planets

and moons with molten cores.

 BLOOD ORMPHE EARTH

SCAN HERE
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SCAN HERE

2ND WINNER

Chrisander Bergan | Norway

One More Flight

A drone journeys from Africa’s tribal gatherings to Svalbard’s abandoned cities, tracing the contrast
between power and silence. The aerial footage captures authentic moments — bursts of energy and
stillness in equal measure — across strikingly diverse landscapes. This global tapestry, stitched from
above, reflects a shared planet, inviting awe at nature and humanity’s intertwined stories unfolding in
every frame.
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3RD WINNER

Shantha Kumar Nagendran | India
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Abdalla Albugqaish | United Arab Emirates

176

SCAN HERE

Sunset Peaks

Above Saudi Arabia’s magical mountains, towering rocks are bathed in warm sunset hues on a daily basis.
During the sunset hours, this untouched nature is a meeting place for rugged landscapes and quiet beauty,
each equally contributing to the location's grandeur.
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Rohani Tanasal | Indonesia

SCAN HERE
Skyline Sea of Clouds S8 $ sy ool o S
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Craig Parry | Australia SCAN HERE

Journey of Giants

The breathtaking journey of Humpback whales as they migrate along Australia’s east coast. This ancient
voyage through some of the world’s most stunning seascapes reveals the whales' immense strength in
the open ocean and their heartbreaking fragility when stranded on shore. This is not only a tribute to the
whales but also to human compassion. When one whale becomes stranded, a group of dedicated locals and
volunteers come together in a race against time to return it to the deep ocean.
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Lung-Tsai Wang | China

SCAN HERE

Sacred Mountain
Above Mount Laojun in Henan Province, golden-roofed temples pierce seas of clouds. The sacred Daoist

site, steeped in 2,000 years of history, features over 10 temples including the iconic Golden Hall, Liangbao
Terrace and Jade Emperor Summit. The mixture of colours and mist of the clouds creates an otherworldly
effect, which has helped draw visitors far and wide - some of whom are religious pilgrims while others are
regular tourists enchanted by the magic hidden within the mountain.

wwssall Tl

B2l gsolball Zbgall lin ol Slx &zl Cadwdl S5 Sylzall S a5 dall ol dsblio 3 "0s208" Uiz 485 o
ssbolosoldabs " laily)” dibngidiin il delil ojl o Silmo Sriie o 5251 Suin ple all o 5283 Ehpls oy sl
ain w09 3> JS e sl Sz (@lo)l 393> By Fsslaws Jadue SRty sautl Gl Hloll 305 Lagdy ol
el lacl § siSall JWazdl b dysqias pilos paios wibod ulis Iageid gl o

179



Whirpens of the Wil

Jan Erik Waider | Germany Mohanraj Thangaraj | India

SCAN HERE SCAN HERE
Coastal Patterns I lowdl (5065 Whispers of the Wild bl Slvan
Iceland's river and seascapes are often inconspicuous from the ground, but from the air they offer a Ity SleJY lgud ésLA;_.Z;,LQJ 18 (s JLell oo WaiSg 553l oo Wby cre) ddgllo lafolgans il 1g5 950 23 Over green forests, vast deserts and majestic waterfalls, nature’s harmony is on full show. Animals and Elblggdl Jolats Anygus JoST & dsmadall Listores Ll dugall olidls duobioll sslually chuandl Sblall Goé
breathtaking spectacle of colours and textures. Not much different from a watercolour painting and in ol o gzl (330 el s s druws eloll opania 55 o Ul 35550 u3adls 2ol glis] e Leorlo U348 L birds thrive together, a reminder of the wild’s simple beauty and an invitation to appreciate this balanced, .a..)jlg._ZAJI ﬂ_ﬂl 4>91JI sin § Jaltl 1B sease bl elle 3 bl JUs iy o5 plovesl (3 Soeballs

constant motion, depending on the tides or the water level and flow velocity of the rivers. As rivers flow living canvas.

towards the sea, they transport vital nutrients for the ecosystem in the form of sediment, the reason for
the sometimes unusual yet beautiful colours and textures of the water.
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FLOWING,  SEASONS

Shanthashelan Elamvazuthi Gunavathy | India

SCAN HERE
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Twilight Dance

A story is told over untamed mountains and rivers, tracing time through hyperlapse shots during the
twilight hours. The journey connects land and sky, past and present, blending nature’s silence with the
traveler’s soul. Each frame, seen from above, tells a story of awe and discovery as well as gratitude for the
world’s beauty.

Ji Deng | China

SCAN HERE

Jpadl] G915

ELLaM §rs5 dxseiall el L 11 iyl Cod Sl oSLadl el b8l 00 Joadll Llas sl ool 81
gl s LahiBef 03 wcinally 0,3 s Al 5y S DlS T liall lginds ity Slaill loilo 336 el
B3I 305 5 glogh A2 Chppll 298 Lol L3 pli 33 50l of Ui dailsl] IS Chnaall g § Sl iy
il sl o83 2zl i Eos dgnalyy

Flowing Seasons

Over western China, seasonal shifts from snowy winters to golden autumns take place. The region's
winding rivers and vibrant vegetation unfold, sculpted by time and weather. Beginning on a snowy winter
day, followed by the earth gradually awakening in spring, before blooming completely in the hot and
gorgeous scenery of summer and then finally being wrapped in the golden light of autumn. The journey
goes full circle by returning to the pure and flawless embrace of winter.
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Lokman Elibol | Tiirkiye

SCAN HERE

" xSl > TN G55 Sl
lall $5 im Il Lt (a CglS s Bob 993 32329 £l 00 335 1S 0ilaile Slabls 535 wihisass dizno il §
33U Esaal Sgall el 3oLl "3isT gig)” sles Lned e £3131 Zsgll dsian (s3I Cabosll Golaadl (oo ANE (ro Brig il
00 30Lias 595435 LaEnd (JUl pluadl 1S5 Aol sy I lsomy o580 Bl il Bogymall s dipsel 33l

el d gl blas Eus Broleall talsll JUsl Ollgyg sl

Fog in the Big Apple

In New York City, Manhattan’s skyscrapers float above a dense blanket of advection fog. The city's iconic
buildings emerge from a sea of clouds, formed by moist air over the chilly waters of Long Island Sound.
The rare weather event transformed the 'Big Apple' into an almost dreamlike vision, drawing comparisons
to contemporary science fiction films and novels.

MERIT MEDAL
RECIPIENT

Daniel Vifié Garcia | Spain

SCAN HERE

Skull of Fire

Within Iceland’s untamed volcanic wilderness, Fagradalsfjall erupts and unveils a haunting and surreal
vision: a molten skull carved by Earth itself. As the eruption subsides, glowing lava continues to flow with
incandescent intensity, tracing the contours of what appears to be a fiery, smoking face. The resemblance
is eerie and unmistakable — a skull born from the cooling magma and rising steam, as if nature is offering
one last glimpse of its most primal and violent self before falling silent again.
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The General Category is a cornerstone for
photographers to showcase their artistry that is
not defined under a specific category, a category
consistently attracting over one-third of our total

submissions and continues to evolve in both quality

and creative diversity.

In this edition, photographers have shared striking
works in two subcategories: Black & White — evoking
the timeless elegance of monochrome — and Colour
— celebrating the rich tapestry of hues that define
our world. Together, these works reflect the boundless
imagination and individuality that make the General
Category a highlight each season.




aguw\Vlg AU VI

BLACK AND WHITE




1ST WINNER

Edward John Grambeau | Australia
UoisLl
Wl N N E RS Christopher Fallows | South Africa

3RD WINNER

Yousef Bin Shakar Al Zaabi | United Arab Emirates
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1ST WINNER

Edward John Grambeau | Australia
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Exploding Swell
On a Pacific reef, a massive swell surges, its waves crashing with unrelenting force. Spray
erupts upward, curling in wild arcs before collapsing into the churning sea. The ocean’s raw
power is vividly displayed through this magnificent wave, a dream for surfers and a captivating

subject for photographers.
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2ND WINNER

Christopher Fallows | South Africa

Time Will Tell GHHb JesS Gloidl
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JRD WINNER

Yousef Bin Shakar Al Zaabi | United Arab Emirates

Sunset Over the Sands

As the sun begins to bow toward the horizon, wrapping Liwa’s dunes in a golden hue tinged with nostalgia,
a moment unlike any other is born. A camel herder walks calmly across the endless sands, standing tall as if
he were part of the eternal landscape. This silent story is told through light and shadow, between a herder
and his camel, between earth and sky. The colours of dusk blend with the breath of the dunes, providing
depth of reflection and a tranquillity that gently touches the soul.
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Weihong Zhu | China
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Radiant Ascent

In Guangxi, China, a climber ascends a karst peak, body aglow against the limestone’s jagged face.
Underground rivers carve the cave below, their faint rush echoing. Light catches the figure’s body, steam
rising from exertion in the cool air capturing a moment of human endurance, framed by the karst’s
sculpted ridges.
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Win Myint San | Myanmar

Cave Prayer g8l 630
Deep in Myanmar's Mandalay region and in the Dhet Taw Cave, a novice kneels, offering lit incense sticks Jlies F‘L"i»'*f” Slocl 13853 @iy Lle Suso Caly sing "ol sln" igS Jols Taganis plailes (3 (s3lsile dihio Blacl 8
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Seyed Hossein Tahavori | Iran

A Heavy Burden

The carcass of a large whale is dragged by a thin rope through calm waters by a small boat. A moment of
quiet but profound tension between the human world and the majesty of nature. The whale, a large ocean
mammal that was once a powerful presence in the ocean, now moves in absolute silence, not of its own
will, but of human will. This is an invitation for humans to reflect on moral responsibilities towards the

environment.
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Abdullah Alkandari | Kuwait
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In the Liwa Desert of Abu Dhabi, a man dressed in traditional Emirati attire leads a camel up a hilly sand 268l Boes Xgnn .punddl Boxd Abin Loy 5 le dlad 3o, posalall Jhlodl 455 Iz Sy borls lod e 3
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Amish Chhagan | United Kingdom
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Majestic Congregation

A group of southern white rhinos graze peacefully in the open plains - a timeless ritual, captured in black
and white. Thick, creased skin folds sharply, horns tilted slightly. As the grass stretches wide, the horizon
is faint under a heavy sky. These ancient giants are a reminder that power isn’t always loud or violent -
sometimes, it’s found in silence, in mass and in the steady rhythm of survival.
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Wong Yen Sin | Malaysia

Maternal Stride
In Maasai Mara, a lioness strides through golden grass, her newborn cub gently clasped in her jaws. The

cub’s tiny form sways, its eyes barely open, as its mother moves toward a hidden den. With a steady gaze,
the lioness scans the savannah, her paws treading softly on the earth, driven by the singular aim of keeping
her cub alive. Her maternal instincts, honed through generations of survival, embody a delicate balance of
fierce protection and unwavering care.
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Elemental Power

A storm rages over Dunmore Head in Ireland's County Kerry, with huge waves smashing violently against
the jagged rocks. The sea, whipped into a frenzy by the wind, heaves and crashes with a relentless rhythm,
sending plumes of white spray high into the air. The sky above is heavy and dark, pressing low against the
horizon, merging almost seamlessly with the raging Atlantic Ocean below. The rocks stand like ancient
sentinels, unshaken by the fury around them, locked in a constant battle with the sea.

MERIT MEDAL
RECIPIENT

Pawel Krzysztof Zygmunt | Poland
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Pavel Karasev | Russian Federation

Machapuchare wliseliile
Machapuchare, a sacred mountain in Nepal, remains untouched by climbers due to cultural and religious Liws §>L,_, 83 diagd) Ialy deip )l aislal Lol L] Aad s o Bgunos Lraolis Jlus (& spliigaliile Jus iy
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Maximilian Daniel Waugh | United States of America

Weathering the Storm
In the Madison River Valley in Yellowstone National Park, an American bison stands firm, snowflakes

dusting its thick fur. A coyote pauses in the background, poised mid-hunt on the snowy plain. Despite
winters being extremely harsh, on this particular day sunlight burnt through the clouds during a brief
snowfall, an ode to the unpredictable nature of mother nature, especially at this UNESCO World Heritage

Site.
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Humpback Ballerina

In the South Pacific, a young humpback calf drifts upward, its body curving in a graceful arc. Sunlight filters
through the water, illuminating throat grooves and delicate markings. Born into a life of long migrations,
humpback calves spend their first few months navigating the warm, sheltered waters of the South Pacific
alongside their mothers before journeying to cooler feeding grounds. These deep-water giants are
renowned for their intelligence, curiosity and strong maternal bonds.

Remuna Beca | United States of America
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David Smith | United Kingdom
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The Lone Stupa

In Nepal’s Langtang National Park, a Buddhist commemorative monument - also known as a stupa - stands
before Kimshung Himal, its form glowing under the setting sun. Soft light touches the stone structure,
mist curling at its base. Snow-dusted peaks rise sharply, their ridges sharp against the fading sky capturing
with it the spiritual serenity that is framed by the vast mountainscape.

Ivan Pedretti | Italy
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Horse at Vestrahorn

In eastern Iceland, an Icelandic horse stands on a rocky meadow, its mane rippling against the wind.
Vestrahorn mountain’s jagged peaks rise sharply, their silhouette dominating the horizon. Clouds streak
the sky, catching the sun’s fading glow and capturing the horse’s solitary grace, framed by the rugged
Icelandic landscape.
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Philipp Egger | Italy

Moonlight Duel
In northern Norway’s birch forests, two mountain hares leap mid-air, locked in a swift, silent struggle. Their aili dialo dabls 352 lio (3 Loyl 359 welog)l 3 ols ol Jlods (o)) pluadll =l ©LLE §
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grains while the raw energy of the rabbits, framed by the forest’s quiet expanse, transforms into a fleeting ! Lot Gbls Jlie 13 itolio Ble By ozl 9 S5l Ll
clay 44‘-2’ % ul~>~‘-’ 4 419->J L LAAJ g o L 9 DL g.'.-.v) e CMJ U 8

moment of survival’s fierce grace in the nocturnal wilderness. T
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Hoolock Gibbon

In an Indian zoo, a hoolock gibbon stands with its arms up, its dark eyes gazing forwards. Rescued from a
smuggler, its fur clings to a slender frame. A protected species under the Wildlife Protection Act and listed
as 'vulnerable' by the International Union for Conservation of Nature, the hoolock gibbon's natural habitat
is rapidly shrinking due to poaching, illegal wildlife trade, mining, deforestation and development. These
human actions are unfortunately pushing the species closer to extinction.

Susovan Chakraborty | India
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Muhammad Arifin llham | Indonesia

The Water Man sl Jelew
In Buton, Southeast Sulawesi, a diver emerges from the sea, his sharp gaze and bright blue eyes piercing siun i ol Slraly yuall 83> ooyl deiee § JaB padl Gol oo Ilse T oo B rsizg Ooisr &
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Animesh Maji | India
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The Trail Keeper

In Kashmir’s valleys, a man guides visitors through wild meadows and steep paths. His weathered hands
grip saddlebags, face etched by cold winds. Snow-dusted peaks loom above, framing his steady steps
across rugged terrain. He is not only a guide but a guardian of the land; a quiet soul who knows every trail,
every shadow and every breath of the mountains.
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Hakki Bulun | Tiirkiye

Good Game déeed 6hhleo

In Bahgesaray, Tiirkiye, two elderly men sit before a weathered stone wall, a chessboard between them.
Their hands meet in a respectful handshake, faces calm with wisdom. Scattered tea glasses rest on a
wooden table, snow dusting the ground. Framed by the rustic Anatolian village setting, this is a respectful
show of sportsmanship, friendship and patience in a quiet, snowbound moment.
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Ahmed Abdul Ameer Lazim | Iraq

Tender Bonds ol byls,
In a rural mountain village, a child cradles a black goat atop cracked mud stairs, woollen hat snug against B weeall doly Loy 93 Qo 4238 Joiny dahins oub Oloys Fod flagww biic Yok Jib Guding @l : &8 3
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weathered stone walls and soft light, highlights a life woven with animals and earth. E i
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Ranar Pradipto | Indonesia
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Oceanic Leap

On Bintan Island, Indonesia, a young Orang Laut boy leaps from a wooden boat, spear poised and into
crystalline waters. His body arcs gracefully, set against a vast sky with drifting clouds. Another person
works quietly at the boat’s edge, while another child watches from a distance while in the water. The
Orang Laut are a seafaring ethnic group whose lives have long been intertwined with the ocean. They rely
on it not just for food and livelihood but as a way of maintaining the quiet resilience and harmony of the
community.
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Mohamed Sarfan Mohamed Faris | Sri Lanka

Primitive Warrior Jily Jlis
On Sri Lanka’s east coast, a fisherman perches on rocks, clutching a simple wooden stick. His body tenses Abad &y iy Ay dis Loz Kaad vadl Gle Jbd joiuo le Slo ez Sl suad 4838dl Jolowall e
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but the hunter's target is clear. A modern small boat looms nearby, contrasting the young man's primal
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Ayhan Maraglh | Tiirkiye

Pre-dawn Labour

Every morning, before the sun rises, a quiet yet determined labour begins. The air is still, the land cool and
people are already at work. As reeds are carefully strung, not only is nature's patience tested but man's as
well. Each reed is chosen with care, arranged one by one and left to dry beneath the sun. This is not work
for the hurried. In this craft, attention matters more than speed. The rhythm of nature allows no mistakes
as every movement counts.
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Sharbafi

In Yazd, Iran, a weaver deftly operates a manual loom, guiding silk threads into intricate floral patterns.
Known locally as 'Sharbafi', traditional Persian weaving is one of Iran’s oldest and most authentic
handicrafts, deeply embedded in the nation’s cultural and artistic heritage. The designs, often inspired by
nature with motifs of flowers, trees and stars, reflect ethnic beliefs and symbolic meanings passed down
through generations. These woven textiles create luxurious items such as Quran covers, curtains, prayer
rugs and, most notably, traditional clothing and shawls.

Davood Rastegari | Iran
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Markus Sladek | Austria

Shake It Off

In Vienna’s Schénbrunn Zoo, polar bear Ranzo shakes water from his fur, droplets flying from his massive
frame. The seawater basin ripples, reflecting his playful energy. There are two separate areas housing polar
bears at Schénbrunn Zoo, with the female polar bear Lynn living in the upper area and Ranzo in the lower
one. Both animals are not only popular with crowds but also serve as important and powerful ambassadors
for their endangered relatives in the wild.
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Xiaoying Shi | China

Splashing Hunt S v Byl
In a rushing river, a brown bear hunts salmon, its sharp claws slicing through water. Splashes erupt as the &8sl LIS do> oo 313,01 35l NEEAN]] ;ﬁu 33> Cdliay ealddl & 2l E A Sly byl ple G;M)e, 3
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bodies glinting. The bear’s focused pursuit offers a glimpse into the action-packed chases that take place
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Jeremy Blatti | Switzerland
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Nikita Kliukvin | Russian Federation

Backcountry Trace £l Je> e 55T Landing on the Moon sl oo e bosgll
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Myat Zaw Hein | Myanmar

Submerged Forest dsylell L)l
On Myanmar’s Inle Lake, children fish amidst a submerged forest, their small figures balanced on wooden Oiless dayaB 8,13 é)j S clodl ¢ro égsiiA” ladorsd o d8yle e om JabYl Sty olaile § "Llil" a3
boats. Gnarled branches pierce the water, sunlight filtering through the canopy in shimmering beams. Nets ALl GAlE IS 2815 e bains clall G LR i Lo sl oled uh__g | ‘uSL“._;i
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Forza

At Nazaré, Portugal, giant waves crash against the Fort of Sdo Miguel Arcanjo, water exploding upward.
Tiny figures stand atop the fort, dwarfed by the ocean’s force. The churning sea meets a cloudy sky, waves
curling with raw power. Nature’s dominance, framed by rocky cliffs highlights the awe of onlookers before
the ocean’s might.

Jodo Arthur Pompeu Pavanelli | Brazil
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Wdhaa Al Ssgheer | Iraq

Daughters of the Marshes

Deep in the marshes of southern Iraq, water embraces the land and birds sing above the reeds. Despite
the simplicity of life, children like Hajar and her sister remain committed to daily household responsibilities
and education. These children face many daily challenges but despite that they have learnt to turn limited
resources into a source of strength, proving to the world that a girl born in the heart of the marshes can
stand tall against all odds.
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Erdianto Mang | Indonesia

Boy Behind the Glass

A young boy presses against a scratched, foggy glass, his wide eyes cutting through streaks of dirt. His
hands lie flat, fingers splayed across the surface, as water droplets cling to the pane, softening its edges.
This poignant image serves as a powerful commentary on human suffering, vividly illustrating the silent
struggles of countless children worldwide who remain unseen and unheard, capturing the raw emotion of
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a harsh reality.
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Sihai Wu | China

Our Hopes and Dreams
Two children from different regions gaze at each other across a clear fish tank. The water is pure and the

fish swim peacefully, but in reality, war and conflict are never far away, clouding the worlds of countless
children. We hope to break down these barriers so that all children can live freely and peacefully under
the same blue sky. May this clarity shine into every corner of the world. May peace no longer be a distant
dream but an everyday reality within reach.
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Paper

In an Amsterdam paper factory, hands guide a 20,000-kilo jumbo roll onto a cutter, slicing it into smaller
rolls. The massive paper looms, dwarfing workers amidst machinery. Paper production is a long process
where pulp is washed, mixed with starch and then bleached. The starch improves paper's strength,
printability and surface properties by controlling ink absorption, enhancing smoothness and adding
stiffness. The produced paper is then used for high-quality labels for all kinds of products, like bottles

and jars.

Bart Robert Vos | Netherlands
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Muhammad Mostafigur Rahman | Bangladesh

Golden Fiber

In Kazipur, Bangladesh, an elderly farmer balances a large bundle of jute on his head, striding toward the
market. His weathered face and steady stride mark years of hard work. The golden fiber sways gently,
set against the rural path’s dusty expanse. The man's enduring dedication, framed by sparse fields is a
testament to the vital tradition of jute farming in Bangladesh's rural economy.
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Suyue Wang | China

Rush to the Top Gl sax5
During the Eid al-Fitr holiday in Dhaka, Bangladesh, a man clings to a train window, pulled upward by Goaiias LleYl oo BauiS ﬁi @ia Lagd phall e dlhe Jolog igadlen dawle B3 3 ﬁ_,g;;eth 838l Iy ey
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1ST WINNER

Karine Aigner | United States of America
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Jungle Keeper
In Yasuni National Park, a majestic male jaguar prowls through a clay lick in the lush
Amazon depths, its muddy paws leaving soft imprints on the mossy bank. In the humid
gloom, the jaguar's spotted coat gleams against rugged rocks and shallow rippling water.
Even from over 100 feet away, its piercing gaze commands awe, a rare public appearance

before quietly slipping back into the dense forest.
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2ND WINNER

Jinhua Zhi | United States of America

The Flying Hatchet

On a cliff in the wild, peregrine falcons defend their nest from larger pelicans. The fastest birds on earth
dive-bomb intruders with speed and agility, occasionally striking with fierce attacks. Though pelicans
pose no threat to chicks, the falcons’ relentless protective instincts and alertness ensure safety for their
offspring. On most occasions, the attacked pelicans manage to fly away but in some instances they are
killed due to the high speed of the pursuit.
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3RD WINNER

Marcin Giba | Poland
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The Lake's Eye

Above Rybnik in southern Poland, a drone captures a frozen lake whose icy surface forms a striking prophet’s
eye. Within the lake, unique snow and ice patterns emerge, a rare gift from nature’s artistry. This fleeting
beauty, part of an unfortunately vanishing winter, hints at a childhood frost now fading yet still whispers of
ephemeral elegance against a stark, white expanse.
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Guillaume Petermann | France
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Brasvellbreen

The Brasvellbreen glacier is the southernmost part of the Austfonna, Europe's third largest ice cap, which
covers the Svalbard archipelago. The 42-kilometre front of the Brésvellbreen glacier forms a cliff of ice
between 10 and 35 metres above sea level. It extends underwater to depths of between 30 and 100
metres. During summer, when the surface of the glacier is exposed to the sun, the snow and surface ice
accumulated during the winter melts. The meltwater then falls in spectacular cascades.
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Klaus Peter Selzer | Germany
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Frozen Sculptures

Within Iceland’s Vatnajokull glacier, an ice cave reveals a stunning interior of crystalline blues and whites.
The frozen walls gleam with art, carved out by nature, time and ice. A chilling glimpse into a cold yet
intricate world where nature’s sculpting power is in full effect.
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Norbert Von Niman | Sweden
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Warming Up by the Fire
On an island north of summer, a volcano erupts, spilling fire across the valley. Hundreds gather, drawn by o3 833,21 2135 emle il 18g SGoll Eaiy (5ololl 3asil &, i g_;)._i_.s S8 o bl 2085 Wnygiy 3 833> Lle
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Negroni Rodriguez Francisco Javier | Chile

Power of Villarrica ()08 556
Villarrica, one of the Americas’ most active volcanoes erupts with lava illuminating clouds as powerful Lol ;“u lozey aseill 2 23 Zata el Séams blis 8Ll Sl fu_g| 30 amg woles d " d" Gy sl
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a dramatic display of force.
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Pratik Pradhan | India

Ambush King

In India’s Thar Desert, a Longewala toad-headed agama lurks beneath evening light. This unique lizard
buries itself in sand, ambushing prey like ants and beetles with rapid wiggling. Its spotted form blends with
the dunes, enhanced by streetlamp bokeh, revealing a master of survival.
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Baoli Gong | China

Frozen Wing Duel

In Hokkaido, Japan, white-tailed sea eagles soar over drifting large areas of floating ice from the Kamchatka
Peninsula in Russia. A chase unfolds as one eagle pursues another, wings blurring in a dynamic arc. The icy
landscape frames this spectacular display of agility and competition among the towering cliffs.
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Andrew Newey | United Kingdom
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Honey Hunters Sl g ilo
In Nepal’s Himalayan foothills, Gurung honey hunters risk their lives twice a year to harvest from the world’s dBl> e M;b)i_) o930l ple IS Gai3e mailim "g0r0e" Alesd (ra Junsll 930 Jali (Jluss § Ldlasell Sl pods 8
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Quiet Resilience

In Vietnam’s Mekong Delta, men and women harvest grass at dawn by wielding their sickles through the
muddy fields. The harvested crops feed cattle as well as boosting an average family's income, a demanding
task under scorching sun or knee-deep rain. Yet for many, it is a routine embraced with quiet resilience — a
way of life deeply tied to the land and the needs of the animals they help sustain.

Pham Huy Trung | Vietnam
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Catalina Gomez Lopez | Spain

Hump-Back Guardians ezl G515
In the Gobi Desert, Bactrian camels move in line across silky dunes under a voiceless sky. Heavy footsteps RSO é_,_a_g_: 3 dinlio claw Eex dach diloy LS God Jush o K] &, é‘iS_)JS.;JI Jlozdl das w30 cheo 3
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humans and nature.

Debarshi Das | India

Legacy of the Sky clawd! &yf

In the Altai Mountains, moonlight bathes still waters as a father and son share an eagle-hunting tradition.
The father gracefully raises a golden eagle, while the son learns patience and respect from his powerful
mentor. This is not a lesson in falconry, but a passing of a torch — where love is expressed through shared
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Babak Kanaani Notash | Iran

Anton Unitsyn | Russian Federation

Musical Glow Sbswgo Sl Rickshaw Reflections il SlwlSil

A cellist rehearses, bathed in mixed light creating a harmony of colours. Long shutter speeds capture ngj‘ﬂl oolasl szl adg 33350l mb@dw oLl '._;jl.c yodsg dlslasall SQ.SJI el 83025 Larwgall (o f=JLC é A woman wearing a medical facemask sits in a rickshaw, her reflection caught in one mirror, the driver’s () J_;_, o é ol 3 Sl dos Jabsy Loss dlhe d lad>s LSy Brso A4S, é 21 b el S35 3ol
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Hua Shang | China

Relentless Care

In Canada’s High Arctic, a polar bear mother guides her two cubs through the freezing tundra. Pausing to
nurse, her massive frame moves with gentle care, each breath crystallising in the air as she ensures the
survival of her cubs. The stark white landscape frames this profound act of survival, a testament to the
burning warmth of maternal devotion that transcends species.
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Zhao Huan Liu | Canada
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Fox Family

In a nature wilderness, a young fox kisses its mother, their silhouettes aglow in soft backlight. This tender
moment reveals a bond fuelling survival and courage. The golden hue highlights their affection, a quiet
magic of instinctive love strengthening family ties amidst the untamed landscape.
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Renata Romeo | Italy

Plastic Peril

In South Sinai's Ras Mohamed National Park, a young hawksbill turtle has mistaken a plastic bag for
food. Ingested plastics can be fatal to sea creatures as they can block their digestive systems, leading
to starvation, internal injuries and death. Plastic pollution is one of the most pressing threats to marine
life, affecting thousands of species and disrupting entire ecosystems. A silent yet stark reminder of how
human behaviour reaches even the most remote and pristine places on Earth.
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Shark Eclipse

In the Bahamas, a Caribbean reef shark glides above, its silhouette transforming the sun into an underwater
eclipse. Often misunderstood and feared, this apex predator thrives, a vital marine guardian deserving
reverence amid the ocean’s breathtaking depths. The backlighting accentuates the shark's elegant form,
refracting rays into an ethereal glow.

Remuna Beca | United States of America
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Shenghua Yang | China

Morning Stride Cwlfgbs
A Miao woman in traditional attire crosses a stone bridge in the Fenghuang Ancient Town of Hunan loele Jowiy @ily Bz Byos Trewn "slio” duosd o 5haal Jusd pmall (8 "oylion" debliay digell "&ilsagid" 83ly 8
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Zhenhuan Zhou | China

Flight of the Owl dogdl d83lhsl
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Wan Mohd Fadzli W. Samsudin | Malaysia

Fisherman's Endurance slio foo
A fisherman sits quietly in a shaft of warm golden light, mending his net with unwavering focus and care. b 3ss ‘Lmiie baie JS . 3ubo plainly Oy A Blad (@ls Loand cou 0o gl S goly Cono 8 Sall il
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technology.

Salem Oraybi | Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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The Reflective Hermit

foothills frame this figure, where inner peace radiates, for he is a representation of a life withdrawn yet
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Amin Rahmani | Iran
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Fatemeh
In the village of Ardeh in northern Iran, the elderly Fatemeh bakes traditional bread with her callused

hands and using donated wheat from her neighbours. Her house is nestled among tall trees and morning
mist, its clay walls covered with moss that grows naturally in the mountain breeze. The rhythm of nature
— birdsong and waterfalls — sustains her peaceful life amid the untouched beauty of the countryside.

Ahmad El Hanjoul | Germany

Resilient Eyes
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A 12-year-old Syrian refugee in Lebanon works as a waiter in order to support his family with his modest
earnings. His striking green eyes and great service draw generous tips from patrons. Despite not earning oy dl f)fun 0éxllis lalsSHl aile Ho8a825 33l Sl Lot dioss 2 ’9 Loy olaad oLl lolual 3l
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Matteo Strassera | Italy

John Conrad Dickinson | United Kingdom

Underwater Hunter vasledl Sleall Ever-changing Art ERCS/ A

The Gannet is one of the best underwater swimmers in the avian world. When they detect prey in the sea bl 925 (50429 §lad dumliz (sobay ecloll Glocl (8 diunsé 3oy Gums oshll elle & Sl sg0l o Wb 3 35l X35 An aerial view of an Icelandic river mimics an artist’s painting, with soft brushstrokes of blue from glacial ST oo i;;.mﬂl Wahig el 5bod cpe eldy3ll dilisyé by ‘el LS lgowos ng a6lSs Je oo il Jai saks 135
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Zlatizar Zlatev | Bulgaria

Micro-Powerhouse

Illuminated by a strobe in Indonesia’s Lembeh Strait, this Bargibanti pygmy seahorse - barely eighteen
millimetres long - proves that power is not measured only in mass or muscle. Every knobbly tubercle
on its skin is an exact three-dimensional copy of a coral polyp, forming living body armour that renders
the seahorse almost invisible to passing predators. Evidently, true power can be silent, subtle and small,
manifested in the ability to prevail unseen in an ecosystem that sees everything.

~-_r—" .. }4/[‘;
Tanls dizaglo 5iie Eglad dob jolaty 3 (1" Siinemsly” p381 sl G038 Sakiy denasionil 3 dual Badioy douds Ldag i
> Lo JRaS oty hamy Ll olosall Brgmi) Bl Brouo 0l le con J<6 (Juaall 3 dlaslly G5lal 3 334l of Lle

sl dabic JJas 1380 Splall Olustiell ose e L0

& eladl Lle 8,508 Lis)
s JS i3 el U llis

Andre Moyo | France
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Rising Bubble

Like a breath of the sea suspended in time, a majestic bubble rises like a celestial jellyfish, trailing delicate
spheres in its liquid heart. Within the sun’s distant glow, a divers’ reflection appears, drifting like shadows
between sky and abyss. With the trembling surface above, a thin boundary between realms appears. A
fleeting instant, captured in a single heartbeat.




Mohamed Riznad Seyyath Hussain | Sri Lanka
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Predator's Precision

In Wilpattu National Park, Sri Lanka, a juvenile Crested Serpent Eagle seizes a Boulenger’s bronze-back
snake mid-meal. The raptor’s yellow eye locks with intensity, beak agape, as the snake writhes. This brutal
yet elegant battle is the epitome of conquest: every feather, every scale, every drop of tension freezing
into a timeless battle between predator and prey - instinct, survival and precision in perfect choreography.
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A Trusted Presence

In the Sultanate of Oman’s Rustaq mountains, a Lappet-faced Vulture thrives, a trusted presence near a
village situated 150 km from the capital Muscat. Once cared for as a chick by a local child, it has become
a familiar member of the community, its gentle expression framed by cloudy skies. Threatened with
extinction, this bird soars high, a symbol of survival and coexistence with the local human population of

the mountains.

Hamed Saud Mohamed Al Busaidi | Sultanate of Oman
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Yanru Shen | China
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Feathered Love
Two puffins preen their feathers on a cliff in the Nordic island nation of Iceland. With deep affection,

their flapping wings catch golden sunlight, creating a moving, joyful scene. Their bond shines brightly - an
ode to nature’s tender moments amidst the rugged coastal landscape, where wild beauty meets heartfelt

connection.
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Md Sazid Rezwan | Bangladesh
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The Watcher

An owl emerges from a tree hollow, its piercing yellow eye watching its surroundings with authority.
As masters of camouflage and stealth, owls have long been quiet yet commanding forces of the wild.
They blend in with their ancient surroundings to ensure they remain safe and that all within the forest is
observed by their watchful presence.
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Min Min Zaw | Myanmar
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Young Connections

In Inle Lake’s magical forests, two young Intha children fish at sunset, their slender bodies draped in
golden robes and traditional Burmese straw hats, which are customary for local fishermen. The two young
fishermen share their catch atop roots, mirroring the lake’s surface. The image depicts how life is sought
for Intha children and how they live in harmony with nature and their environment.

Toils of the Sea

In Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, a fisherman mends nets on a traditional wooden dhow, preparing for the
next day's haul. Every day at dawn, crews set out on dhows to cast large nets into the sea, returning with
snapper and tuna to bustling markets, though declining fish stocks signal the need for more sustainable
practices. Supporting approximately two million people in Tanzania, fishing and ancillary work have become
timeless past times that carry with them a great sense of tradition and conservation.

Abdullah AlZaidan | Kuwait
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Xin Yan | China

Animesh Maji | India

A Right to Dream /941’5,;‘3/‘&55 oo Timeless Threads

In a small coal-mining village, a young girl works tirelessly, collecting coal to support her family. Dust coats ‘)L£§J| o Slad Grusall lgyss olss le-')mi dley gl é@ JE :)4240 306 Jos dyadall opasill d)g sasl @ In China's Xinlong County, a dim black yurt fills with woodsmoke as a mother weaves wool into strands
her small hands as her dirty clothes hang loose and bare feet tread near burning piles. Half of the village’s Yy byl 8 il Jabl Chns 5 ol oo dleisid e|95i O Fole aland Lowd i T I lgtoslo J.E).ug using her hands. Meanwhile, her young child cradles the yarn, eyes wide with curiosity, linking to ancestral

children are forced to work instead of learn, carrying heavy loads in harsh conditions and walking long &l 1S A58 e Tyow Aloolo ololono 50 il ool § o] syl sclia Lle goslall roots. The smoky haze softens the scene, where each tug of thread deepens cultural heritage in quiet,
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distances every day. The image pleads for their right to school and dreams, not endless toil. B f o, P - ~ . . B -, tender harmony.
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Mohan Ganesan | India

King of the Macaque I Ello
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In Gingee Hills, located in India's Tamil Nadu, a Bonnet Macaque perches on a mountain’s edge, bathed
in golden sunset light. After a long day of patiently waiting by the photographer, a surreal moment of
perfection is vividly brought to life. The primate's perfect shot reflecting a wild elegance against the
rugged landscape whilst being framed by nature’s fleeting artistry.

Yichao Chen | China

Zen Warrior wybaall
In the Lop Desert, a martial monk balances on one leg within a textured cave, bathed in setting sun 3 @il Loyl 8381 3ass ohanl ois CagS Jals sasls pad Lle Giie ik Conly Gy AUl gl choo &

rays. His poised stance merges discipline with serenity, standing resolute within an interplay of light and 538 oy 2Ll L Do ol lin 2o Jils codll e olles § dnsal bl Flzal Lo Bl 4Eads
shadow. The monk is an embodiment of harmony between strength and stillness, motion and mindfulness. o a3l s 35l Lm..” 2 l}l st s sl 25,01 |
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Zukai Wang | China
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Dreamscape

Once a dry cave, now a peaceful pool forms from relentless rain, its calm surface mirroring the surroundings. o0 lgslaumy 2lawll 3BLS slw 2).;; ddo> 3 uitold dlals Biedall ol cls s locdl Canlo sl Lol LigS o8
Sunbeams pierce a tiny opening, casting light patterns across ancient walls and green plants at the lins 0 des 35 v55 ire oyl Uisell bls diall handl Lle s EERYR .—..‘ s 3 B ;‘:‘
entrance. The mysterious cave is suddenly transformed into a fairytale realm, where nature’s quiet beauty ] ) i ol ‘oJ|.> . 3 (24 leJLp oc i, ¢ | 2 T sl il s | 9»1: _I

unfolds into a magical dreamscape.
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Lone Wolves
In China's Arjin Mountain Nature Reserve, the 4,000-metre Kumukuli Sand Mountains blend pristine snow

and golden sands in artistic contours. From a distance, two wolves roam a remote corner, their silhouettes
contrasting the pristine snow. This untamed realm exudes primal freedom, where every inch of land tells
tales of nature’s never-ending majesty.
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Xiaoging Zou | China
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Pradiptamoy Paul | India
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Dancing in the Glow
Barefoot children play under the fiery evening sky, their dark silhouettes cutting through golden haze,

like joyful brushstrokes. In the dusty landscape, they chase balloons with wild laughter, unbothered by the
thick air around them. The golden hour casts a tender glow, turning the scene into a timeless dance of
unbridled freedom with no stage or audience - just pure, fleeting beauty against a burning horizon.
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Southern Kalahari Hunters
In South Africa’s Southern Kalahari Desert, two young Bushmen stand ready to hunt on red sand dunes

just after the sunset hour creating two silhouettes that flow together in natural light. Often restricted
from hunting freely, the bushmen's relaxed poses reflect mutual trust, capturing a rare glimpse of ancient

ways against a glowing horizon.

Ferdinand Veer | South Africa
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There are many passionate people within
the photography industry who are dedicated
and relentless in their pursuit for excellence.
These people offer their services and
expertise without expecting a return on their
efforts and therefore form a vital part of the
photographic community.

The ‘Photography Appreciation Award’ is
a special category for a person or group
who has shown long-standing commitment
to enhancing the art of photography. By
awarding the recipient, HIPA hopes to give
back a small amount of the respect and
appreciation they deserve.
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Rick Smolan I United States of America

Rick Smolan is the CEO of Against All Odds Productions, a
pioneering media company based in New York City that brings
together world-class photographers, cutting-edge technology and
compelling human stories. A former photojournalist for Time, Life
and National Geographic, Rick is best known as the creator of the
iconic A DAY IN THE LIFE book series, which helped launch the
mass-market coffee table book industry. His projects have sold over
five million copies worldwide, with multiple titles reaching #1 on
The New York Times bestseller list.

Rick’s innovative storytelling blends photography with emerging
technology. His team has produced some of the most ambitious
multimedia projects of the past three decades, including:

« AMERICA 24/7, the largest crowdsourced photo book in history. It
enabled each reader to feature themselves and their families on the
cover of what became Rick’s fourth #1 New York Times bestseller
with 1.4 million copies in print. Oprah Winfrey featured the book on
her ‘Favorite Things’ program.

+ 24 HOURS IN CYBERSPACE, a chronicle of the largest one-day
online event in history, which is now archived at the Smithsonian.

In 2023, Rick received the prestigious ‘Ellis Island Medal of Honor,
joining past recipients such as Rosa Parks, Muhammad Ali and
Bill Clinton. His work often addresses social justice and global
challenges - from THE HUMAN FACE OF BIG DATA, a project
delivered to 10,000 key influencers in 50 countries in a single day, to

BLUE PLANET RUN: THE RACE TO PROVIDE CLEAN DRINKING
WATER TO THE WORLD, which focused on the worldwide effort to
provide clean drinking water.

In June 2014 the Oscar Winning Producers of ‘The Kings Speech’
released TRACKS, a feature film based on Rick's National Geographic
story about Robyn Davidson’s 1,700-mile nine-month solo camel
trek across the treacherous Australian outback. In the movie, Rick
is portrayed by Adam Driver.

Notable recent works include THE GOOD FIGHT: AMERICA'S
ONGOING STRUGGLE FOR JUSTICE, a widely acclaimed book
highlighting the nation's century-long battle against racism,
misogyny and inequality. It was selected by People Magazine as one
of the “10 Best Books of the Year” and was the official TED Book
Club selection.

A sought-after speaker, Rick has presented at TED, the World
Economic Forum in Davos, The Ford Foundation and numerous tech
and media conferences around the globe. His TED Talk, NATASHA'S
STORY: AN AMERICAN HOMECOMING, has been viewed over 1.4
million times.

Named one of the “100 Most Important People in Photography” by
American Photo magazine, Rick continues to redefine how we see
and share the human experience in the digital age.

($3lazddl (sszially TED Olraiie § Logse 38 wdgrmo BiInis omg wely
Js> pletls Lz oloiSill Glaiho o 3pa2lly 13395 dunbos swsls § ollall
dl &Spsal 3o LBLL &nd" loizy TED saise & diruslae Orua> ollsll

Banline oude 14 oo 58T " bl

rnll sl § 25 Lins Ayl ) Ui e s e Ll o

THE QBAHE TIME CAPSULE
SN
¥,

Wik W BT AL

TGSV D

THE HUMAN FACE oF

b DATA

£

z
=
=
=
4
>
F4
>
o
m
=]
T
2
o
PN
L

SCAN HERE

g padill 65l

48309 damiall oUdell | Y gomns Elyy

8231y deodle] &S5 (g «Against All Odds Productions 4S8 (s3usisd] Gusdyll
4| Gouady 8y5hie Oludis Gualle Buyguan G @axd whsyes dpss lnsie
wldlyéors JUseils s mb Olanal Grludl Lésuall soumall wclyy Byul
5 oo 53T dmpline 0o umgr Brrg il "Slenl § poy” b Wlaals aaJliy oLl
Loro sl 38 500l oo dasls onolic Oy iellall Jo> & Gl
AUl Lz gloiilly $laé g3all syguatll ooar »Stebll Gunnaill 03000 § s 3o

B 3952l 3 Iogab 833228l bilwsll gyyline 5381 (oo Lamy aipd gasl a3g
wells & Loy s loll

00 56 JS QLS ia o0 ol § Gelaz sa0um5 QS 58T 24/7 S50l -
5025 hisass & lrpso 153 o) QS gl sl Lo Cinle e ailile s 1]
lomoliny § QLS "5iiag Lusl" Cudie 385 i Osale L4 ity Olapsay

RTINS
Gl & 3215 aod oxiSl] x> 53 Jonas o o doxiSHHl clisill § dclus 24 -

olssutian” Cinio § bsino o3l sag
paaied " ual] 8323 0 @sorall oyl dllase” Sle s Jua> 12023 ple §
Jolis Lo Wle "o921lS Jan"s " e 3omas "Gl 10" e osfisles reilis )
ULl Gluidl daall” gosiun o £33 dgallll Ohandls dsclaizdl dlsell dllacl
s> 50 3 sy 8380 dpaid 10,000 J dayads o5 gorice sdg «dadull
Aol Oyl oleo 54895 Blew 182531 CSoSUI" garine I Fouo9s >lg pos 3

sl oyl oluo sdod) dnallall ssaall e 535 s3I llall

oled 5ws¥ 858 Lle B! "ellall Gl elid oxiie saol 2014 o4isy (3
JUorsls lgixis Al ey dnd o puids Jagh (loy @lud smg "Oillue”
Blua) a2l Gle 8ay0iall "Ggunssdns gy dl>y Jo= 595 Lillg welidlié g
(5382 8531 &3 ASWI Bbliall sac gl dmd opatwl Lls (Jao 1700

PN 3 <y yes "yalys [fmT"

Cdllasll ol o sataall el JLds spdlall JLAI" GUS 853 dlacl 50l o
Graizll 35 Uy8 Opaiowl y20 Lle coll bl dewly blusiwl Jb OUS g
S 10 JLadl” (e 33198 " Joun” e €5l 389 Blglunall pacg clundl dnlSy

LSl TED (63l sl sLzs 3l 5lSs " alsl 1ig)

281



Rick Smolan | United States of America PHOTOGRAPHY APPRECIATION AWARD

Cyberspace

PAINTING 08 THE WALLE OF THE BISITAL CAVE

FROM RICK SMOLAN, CREATOR OF THE “DAY IN THE LIFE® SERIES
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Service to photography is not limited to
taking stunning photographs, but extends
to editors, publishers, bloggers, researchers,
inventors, promoters and all print and digital
content creators that have had a positive
impact on the industry and helped shape it
to what it is today.
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Mark Smith I United States of America

Mark Smith is an internationally acclaimed wildlife photographer,
filmmaker and educator. He is best known for his breathtaking
slow-motion videos and emotionally resonant bird photography.
Based in Florida, Mark has built a global following by capturing
rare, dramatic moments in the lives of raptors such as ospreys, bald
eagles, hawks and owls - with stunning precision and artistry.

With over 2 billion video views, 1.8 million YouTube subscribers and
2.1 million followers on Instagram, Mark has become one of the
most recognizable voices in the world of avian storytelling. His work
invites viewers into the soul of nature, offering glimpses of beauty,
struggle and grace often missed by the naked eye. Through the use
of ultra-slow-motion videography, he reveals the intricacies of bird
behaviour in hunting, flight and interaction - transforming fleeting
moments into poetic experiences.

Mark’s photography has been featured on prominent platforms
including My Modern Met, Fstoppers and the National Audubon
Society. He is widely respected for his dual role as both artist
and advocate. As a wildlife educator, he leads photo tours, on-
field tutorials and live broadcasts, using his platform to inspire
conservation and deepen public understanding of bird life.

In addition to his video work, Mark is also an accomplished author.
His books combine stunning imagery with storytelling and practical
guidance. Titles include BIRD PHOTOGRAPHY: A BEGINNER'S
GUIDE TO MASTERING THE ART OF CAPTURING STUNNING
IMAGES OF BIRDS and OSPREY: THE GLORIOUS PURSUIT OF
UNBRIDLED DETERMINATION - a photo-essay that celebrates the
resilience of one of nature’s most skilled predators. His upcoming
book, THE SPIRIT OF BIRDS, blends powerful visuals with poetic
reflections, continuing his mission to reconnect people not only
with wildlife, but also with themselves.

Mark has also extended his impact through a successful line of
photography gear and branded merchandise.

Whether through the lens of a camera, the pages of a book or the
reach of social media, Mark Smith’s work consistently evokes awe,
fosters curiosity and builds a stronger connection between humans
and the natural world.

SCAN HERE

LO11qIg el 5gingll Elin 8j5la

of Sl Slniio of LsalSl duwse P> Ga Elgasy dylaill Oolodlall &I 2Ll

Jodilly Glacdl 18 Cunw Dl Jlacl L6 woelaizdl Juoloidll Blaie suc
o=eall @lally il o dluall sBgly

-m";.l THE SPIRIT
OF
@' BIRDS
+

v

Lol

L8503 Bamiall Sldell | Easouns &Jylo

Bl Ll lagansis sedisl sl Ll patie 3335 pMSl zioeg Sgune
836 Sl nouws S oo dmwls Lualle B3cld iy wosbll 8,380l )50
@83 ipoly ssially clabiall sgmilly clowll Glid Jio glsall Bl 3 dolisg

Oalnie B3

215 wossisy Lo e vssle 185 wilagyaed) Banlie (lile 0o 58T 20
vaad sy plle § Oloo¥l seil 3ol Wlo puol ahsiui] Lle gilie Hogle
JUadly JEl o Slned 8034 simgaball 9y ) onsnlinall dlloc ges5 bl
Gyl el sl pladiowl Jso o S332a)l paell lolasi Lo Wle Ll 48,1
Uil 34 (Jeladly olaally seall 8 souall ol Olagiss e ylo Caiiy

Apeld oulas Jl sl

"5 "Caga (3390 sle laie 8551 Dlaia Lle ddliesisall ile Jlacl syl
zodall 008 gwls szl il by "os19del dgiboll dmazdls "pgic
dgagle Lusgyso d30:03 O¥ox a3a) oy sl Blnl) L334 didny Akl 5olido oliaS
(008 Beasiy Al Gle blanll 3902 plald aiaio losiiuwe Dblio Lyg dsilase

BEVUYRFENRPYIEN]

sseall G a8 @z eyl Lo1S Lyl lo 323 eopagill Jlono 3 dlacl J) d8Ls3L
Jus besbll ngai” tlaislic Hu oo ddas)l Ollindly ol &gy LUNI
o el iylaill Glamll"y "yoshall Albie sewo bl o8 HlEY Gl
Thay dzgbll Olusiae sgal 35l sgaiay Gainy s5iad Jlis . "dnolal dayisll
iy Wolga gyl coalily dysill dyruadl souall s roghall oy polall slis

gl Lyl Uy iyl 8ladly b G Gulil by B3le] 3 dingo

287



Mark Smith | United States of America PHOTOGRAPHY CONTENT CREATOR AWARD




Lo Yo ollljgno 6jln

&3l ygnall ‘QJ)SJJ u;é&:u)l Sl e rfalz.”)w" 835l
Ded 12 § cumdas il dxeodll ducludl Olilasgl colo
834zl 48138 030all gyLinall ol dndnd g dlliie

HIPA et
PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR o

to honour one outstanding photographer, who

has accomplished exceptional photographic
achievements over twelve consecutive months.

This award acknowledges a year enriched with

extraordinary visual imagery and photographic
projects of exceptional value
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Salim Sultan Al-Hajri | sultanate of Oman

Salim Sultan Al-Hajri is an Omani photographer renowned for his
powerful visual storytelling focused on preserving and celebrating
Omani and Arab cultural heritage. Through his lens, he brings to
life the rich identity of the region with vivid, emotionally resonant
images that connect past traditions with present-day narratives.

Throughout his career, Salim has led more than 19 specialised
photography workshops, many of which centered on documenting
traditional Arab customs. These include workshops on Tbourida
(traditional Moroccan horseback displays) and the acclaimed WE
ARE OMAN series, which toured various regions of the Sultanate,
capturing the diversity and depth of Omani heritage.

Salim’s work has earned him multiple prestigious awards on both
Arab and international stages. He was awarded the gold medal
in the black-and-white category as part of the Omani team at
the ‘FIAP International Photography Competition’ His work has
been celebrated by major institutions, including Qatar Museums
during the Qatar Creates Festival and the Qatar Photo Festival. His
exhibitions, including WE ARE OMAN and NASA HACKATHON
OMAN, reflect a deep commitment to showcasing heritage through
an artistic and human lens.

With every frame, Salim carries a clear mission: to present Omani
and Arab heritage to the world through inspiring and meaningful
visual art.
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FACTS AND FIGURES

Participant Percentages per Nationality |

296

South Sandwich Islands

1 India 24% 50 | Chile 0.25% 99 | Afghanistan 0.03%
2 China 14% 51 Israel 0.25% 100 | Paraguay 0.03%
3 Iran 6% 52 South Korea 0.24% 101 | Angola 0.03%
4 Russian Federation 5% 53 Venezuela 0.23% 102 | Slovakia 0.03%
5 Indonesia 4% 54 Nepal 0.22% 103 | Democratic Republic of 0.02%
6 Bangladesh 33% 55 | Greece 021% Congo
7 Egypt 26% 56 | Nigeria 021% 104 | Macedonia 0.02%
8 | Philippines 24% 57 | South Africa 021% 105 | Dominican Republic 0.02%
9 Italy 23% 58 | Hungary 0.19% 106 | Mongolia 0.02%
10 | Tarkiye 20% 59 | Kazakhstan 0.18% 107 | Cambodia 0.02%
11 | United States of America 1.8% 60 | Bulgaria 0.16% 108 | Zambia 0.02%
12 | Myanmar 17% 61 | Croatia 0.16% 109 | Lithuania 0.02%
13 United Arab Emirates 1.6% 62 Belarus 0.16% 110 | Costa Rica 0.02%
14 | Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 13% 63 | Austria 0.15% 111 | Senegal 0.02%
15 | Vietnam 125% 64 | Belgium 0.15% 112 | Ethiopia 0.02%
16 | Malaysia 1.25% 65 | Lebanon 0.15% 113 | Uganda 0.02%
17 | Spain 117% 66 | Czech Republic 0.14% 114 | Bolivia 0.02%
18 | Brazl 115% 67 | Slovenia 0.13% 115 | Moldova 0.02%
19 | United Kingdom 1.05% 68 | Switzerland 0.13% 116 | Panama 0.02%
20 | Germany 1.05% 69 | Tunisia 012% 117 | El Salvador 0.02%
21 | Taiwan 0.96% 70 | Ireland 0.11% 118 | Somalia 0.02%
22 | France 0.88% 71 | Ecuador 0.11% 119 | Aruba 0.01%
23 Sultanate of Oman 0.87% 72 Sweden 0.10% 120 | Bhutan 0.01%
24 | Argentina 0.82% 73 | Azerbaijan 0.09% 121 | Malta 0.01%
25 | Algeria 0.72% 74 | Peru 0.09% 122 | Cameroon 0.01%
26 | Japan 0.65% 75 | Ghana 0.09% EZ50 Macao 001%
27 | Syrian Arab Republic 0.64% 76 | Qatar 0.08% 124 | Dominica 0.01%
28 Australia 0.61% 77 New Zealand 0.08% 125 | Benin 0.01%
29 | Canada 0.60% 78 | Bosnia and Herzegovina 0.08% 126 | Comoros 0.01%
30 | lraq 0.59% 79 | iceland 0.07% 127 | French Polynesia 0.01%
31 Morocco 0.56% 80 Finland 0.07% 128 | Rwanda 0.01%
32 | Poland 0.53% 81 | Uzbekistan 0.07% 129 | Togo 0.01%
33 | Pakistan 0.51% 82 | Cuba 0.07% 130 | Falkland Islands 0.01%
(Malvinas)
34 Palestinian Territory 0.50% 83 Norway 0.07%
131 | Honduras 0.01%
35 | Ukraine 0.49% 84 | Libya 0.07%
132 | Saint Lucia 0.01%
36 Colombia 0.45% 85 Estonia 0.06%
133 | Montenegro 0.01%
37 Jordan 0.45% 86 Georgia 0.06%
134 | Liechtenstein 0.01%
38 Kuwait 0.45% 87 Uruguay 0.06% "
135 | Maldives 0.01%
39 Mexico 0.42% 88 Serbia 0.06%
136 | Heard Island and 0.01%
40 Thailand 0.38% 89 Cyprus 0.05% McDonald Islands
41 Netherlands 0.35% 90 Kyrgyzstan 0.05% 137 | Mauritania 0.01%
42 Yemen 0.34% 91 Latvia 0.04% 138 Tajikistan 0.01%
43 Bahrain 0.31% 92 Madagascar 0.04% 139 | Botswana 0.01%
44 Portugal 0.31% 93 Armenia 0.04% 140 Burundi 0.01%
45 Sri Lanka 0.30% 94 Guatemala 0.04% 141 Denmark 0.01%
46 Sudan 0.29% 95 Kenya 0.04% 142 | Antarctica 0.01%
47 Singapore 0.26% 96 Demctv;.rati: People's 0.03% 143 | Zimbabwe 0.01%
Republic of Korea
48 | Hong Kong 0.26% P A 144 | Eritrea 0.01%
" 97 Luxembour; 0.03%
49 | Romania 0.26% x & e 145 | South Georgia and the 0.01%
98 Tanzania 0.03%

Names and Nationalities of Participants in the Book |

Abdalla Albuqaish | United Arab Emirates | 176
Abdullah Alkandari | Kuwait | 199

Abdullah AlZaidan | Kuwait | 269

Abdulqader Imad Taher | Iraq | 103

Ahmad Damra | Jordan | 115

Ahmad El Hanjoul | Germany | 259

Ahmad Iskandar Abdullah | Singapore | 87
Ahmad Yousif Juma Al Ali | United Arab Emirates | 109
Ahmed Abdul Ameer Lazim | Iraq | 213
Ahmed Zakout | Palestinian Territory | 43
Alexandre Buisse | France | 100

Ali Jadallah | Palestinian Territory | 42, 122
Alvin Watupongoh | Indonesia | 105

Amin Rahmani | Iran | 258

Amish Chhagan | United Kingdom | 200
Ammar AL Busaidi | Sultanate of Oman | 74
Anand Gireesh Krishnan | India | 128
Anastasia Tkachenko | Russian Federation | 104
Andre Moyo | France | 263

Andrew Newey | United Kingdom | 49, 244
Andrey Golovanov | Russian Federation | 92
Andrzej Bochenski | Poland | 99

Andy Pak Lun Cheung | Australia | 85
Animesh Maji | India | 211, 270

Anton Unitsyn | Russian Federation | 248
Antonio Aragon Renuncio | Spain | 70
Antonius Padua Hari Wibowo | Indonesia | 52
Arif Hidayah | Indonesia | 67

Ayhan Maragl | Tiirkiye | 216

Babak Kanaani Notash | Iran | 249

Baoli Gong | China | 243

Bart Robert Vos | Netherlands | 227

Belal Ahmad Alhamss | Palestinian Territory | 64
Belal Altellawi | Palestinian Territory | 130
Benjamin Yavar | Chile | 89

Budi Prakarsa Karyadi | Indonesia | 30
Catalina Gomez Lopez | Spain | 246
Chrisander Bergan | Norway | 174
Christopher Fallows | South Africa | 194

Craig McGowan | Australia | 134

Craig Parry | Australia | 178

Daniel Vifié Garcia | Spain | 185, Cover

Dao Van Vinh | Vietnam | 63

David Smith | United Kingdom | 206

Davood Rastegari | Iran | 217

Debarshi Das | India | 247

Debdatta Chakraborty | India | 73

Debrani Das | India | 39

Deepak Singh Dogra | India | 28

Dmitry Burza | Russian Federation | 75

Don Dimunguarachchige Anton Ravindra Ranasinghe | Sri Lanka | 58
Donato Bellomo | Italy | 113

Donell Cablas Gumiran | Philippines | 90
Edward John Grambeau | Australia | 192
Emrah Karakog | Tiirkiye | 71

Erdianto Mang | Indonesia | 225

Esengul Alici | Tiirkiye | 108

Fahad Abdualhameid | Kingdom of Saudi Arabia | 47
Fahad Aloudah | Kingdom of Saudi Arabia | 51
Ferdinand Veer | South Africa | 277

Filiberto Capote Martin | Spain | 44

Frank Udo Taesler | Germany | 88

Fuliang Cai | China | 110

Gerdie Hutomo | Indonesia | 106

Ghaith Alsayed | Syrian Arab Republic | 54
Gianluca Gianferrari | Italy | 20

Gonzalo Eduardo Robert Parraguez | Chile | 101
Guillaume Petermann | France | 238

Hakki Bulun | Tiirkiye | 212

Hamed Saud Mohamed Al Busaidi | Sultanate of Oman | 265
Hasan Vilak Syed Mohamed Ali | India | 86
Hashem Dardowra | Syrian Arab Republic | 26
Hua Shang | China | 250

Hussein Al Aamri | Sultanate of Oman | 53

Ivan Pedretti | Italy | 207

Jan Erik Waider | Germany | 180

Jasem Khlef | Canada | 138

Javid Nikpour | Iran | 93

Jehad Alshrafi | Palestinian Territory | 136
Jeremy Blatti | Switzerland | 221

Ji Deng | China | 183

Jinhua Zhi | United States of America | 236

Jodo Arthur Pompeu Pavanelli | Brazil | 223

John Conrad Dickinson | United Kingdom | 260
Juan Mayer | Argentina | 116

Juliadin Kuswara | Indonesia | 102

Karim lliya | United States of America | 172
Karine Aigner | United States of America | 234
Khalid Khuzayyim Al Shammari | Kingdom of Saudi Arabia | 91
Kimia Shad | Iran | 140

Klaus Peter Selzer | Germany | 239

Konstantin Efthimiadis | Germany | 94

Kudret Deniz Kalayci | Tiirkiye | 59

Ladislav Perenyi | Germany | 82

Lokman Elibol | Tiirkiye | 184

Lung-Tsai Wang | China | 179

Marcin Giba | Poland | 237

Marcos Casanovas Felix | Spain | 132

Marek Biegalski | Poland | 124

Mariam Hassan Farhan | Qatar | 142

Markus Sladek | Austria | 218

Masatoshi Ujihara | Japan | 83

Matteo Strassera | Italy | 261

Maximilian Daniel Waugh | United States of America | 204
Md Sazid Rezwan | Bangladesh | 267

Mehdi Ghanavati | Iran | 62

Mei Yin | China | 55

Michael Thomas Gallagher | United Kingdom | 144
Min Min Zaw | Myanmar | 268

Ming-Jou Yang | China | 96

Mingiang Tian | China | 111

Mohamed Bustani | Syrian Arab Republic | 48
Mohamed Riznad Seyyath Hussain | Sri Lanka | 264
Mohamed Sarfan Mohamed Faris | Sri Lanka | 215
Mohammed Ahmed Al-Shaabi | Qatar | 112
Mohammed Salem | Palestinian Territory | 146
Mohan Ganesan | India | 272

Mohanraj Thangaraj | India | 181

Morteza Salehi | Iran | 152

Muhammad Arifin Ilham | Indonesia | 210
Muhammad Mostafigur Rahman | Bangladesh | 228
Murat ibranoglu | Tiirkiye | 41

Mustafa Hassouna | Palestinian Territory | 50
Mustafa Turky Mhanawi | Iraq | 46

Mustafa Yilmaz | Tiirkiye | 148

Myat Zaw Hein | Myanmar | 222

Negroni Rodriguez Francisco Javier | Chile | 241
Nikita Kliukvin | Russian Federation | 220

Norbert Von Niman | Sweden | 150, 240

Omar Ghirani | Libya | 37

Oscar Manso Navas | Spain | 32

Paolo Mugnai | Italy | 66

roLbﬁq QIld

Partha Pratim Roy | India | 33

Pavel Karasev | Russian Federation | 203

Pawel Krzysztof Zygmunt | Poland | 202

Pham Huy Trung | Vietnam | 245

Philipp Egger | Italy | 208

Piervi Fonseca D'agostino | Brazil | 97
Pradiptamoy Paul | India | 276

Pratik Pradhan | India | 242

Rachan Muanchat | Thailand | 40

Ranar Pradipto | Indonesia | 214

Refat Mamutov | Russian Federation | 61
Remuna Beca | United States of America | 205, 253
Renata Romeo | Italy | 252

Renee Capozzola | United States of America | 95
Rhon Paolo Velarde | Philippines | 34

Richard Lavern Martin | United States of America | 154
Rizal Adi Dharma | Indonesia | 107

Robert Van Thienen | Belgium | 57

Rohani Tanasal | Indonesia | 177

Romain Barats | France | 158

Ronnel Altising | Philippines | 114

Salem Oraybi | Kingdom of Saudi Arabia | 257
Sandipani Chattopadhyay | India | 35

Sayed Ammar Alsayed Ahmed Alashoor | United Arab Emirates | 126
Scott Portelli | Australia | 29

Scott Robin Barbour | New Zealand | 84

Seyed Hossein Tahavori | Iran | 198

Shantha Kumar Nagendran | India | 175
Shanthashelan Elamvazuthi Gunavathy | India | 182
Shenghua Yang | China | 254

Sihai Wu | China | 226

Sofi Aida Sugiharto | Indonesia | 38

Sultan Ahmed Niloy | Bangladesh | 60

Sunita Mandal | United States of America | 156
Susovan Chakraborty | India | 209

Suwandi Chandra | Indonesia | 45

Suyue Wang | China | 229

Tao Hua | China | 69

Theint Zan Phyu | Myanmar | 31

Vanessa Beadling | Singapore | 160

Vladimir Tadic | Bosnia and Herzegovina | 80
Wan Mohd Fadzli W. Samsudin | Malaysia | 256
Wayne Sorensen | Australia | 162

Wdhaa Al Ssgheer | Iraq | 224

Weihong Zhu | China | 196

Win Myint San | Myanmar | 197

Wong Yen Sin | Malaysia | 201

Xianhui Fang | China | 72

Xiaofeng Chen | China | 117

Xiaoging Zou | China | 275

Xiaoying Shi | China | 219

Xin Yan | China | 271

Yanru Shen | China | 266

Yichao Chen | China | 273

Yongfu Que | China | 68

Yousef Al Habshi | United Arab Emirates | 164
Yousef Bin Shakar Al Zaabi | United Arab Emirates | 195
Yu Shi | United States of America | 56

Zainab Alnaboud | Kingdom of Saudi Arabia | 166
Zaw Zaw Naing | Myanmar | 65

Zhao Huan Liu | Canada | 251

Zhenhuan Zhou | China | 98, 255

Zlatizar Zlatev | Bulgaria | 262

Zukai Wang | China | 36, 274

297



6 it Al 6)93Jl goano

FOURTEENTH SEASON
JUDGES 2025

Aida Muluneh | Ethiopia

Born in Addis Ababa in 1974, Aida Muluneh is a renowned photographer and cultural entrepreneur.
A Howard University graduate in Film and Communications, her work has been featured in major
publications and is held in the permanent collections of institutions such as MoMA, the Smithsonian’s
National Museum of African Art, the RISD Museum and more.

Aida has received numerous accolades, including the European Union Prize at the Bamako Biennale
(2007), the CRAF International Award in Italy (2010) and the Royal Photographic Society Award in
Curatorship (2020). She was also a 2018 CatchLight Fellow in San Francisco.

In 2019, she became the first Black woman to co-curate the Nobel Peace Prize exhibition and returned
the next year as a commissioned artist. Her creative commissions often address health, environment
and social change. Her work continues to shape global perceptions of Africa.

As a Canon ambassador, Aida actively supports the growth of photography across Africa. She founded
Addis Foto Fest in Ethiopia (2010) and the Africa Foto Fair in Céte d’lvoire (2022), both platforms for
showcasing African talent. She also leads the Africa Print House in Abidjan, offering fine art printing
and support for photographers.

Through education, exhibitions and advocacy, Aida continues to expand the role of photography as a
force for cultural expression and transformation in Africa and beyond.

Armand Sarlangue | France

Armand Sarlangue is a full-time photographer with over 16 years of experience, specialising in nature
and landscape photography. Raised in a creative environment as the son of a professional photographer,
he began his career at age 20, working alongside his father in studio and documentary photography
for more than a decade.

After his father’s passing from cancer, Armand turned fully to his deepest passion - capturing the
natural world. Today, he is not only a celebrated landscape photographer but also an educator, workshop
leader and NFT artist. For him, photography is both a personal journey and a tool for environmental
awareness, offering a way to tell intimate stories through nature’s patterns, colours, and forms. It
remains a meaningful connection to his father and their shared love for the craft.

Armand’s work has earned numerous international awards and has been exhibited by institutions such
as the California Academy of Sciences, the Exposure Photography Festival and the Siena Photography
Festival. His image Big Bang won the grand prize at the prestigious Siena Drone Awards, one of the
world’s leading aerial photography competitions.

His photographs have appeared in several books and been featured by major outlets including National
Geographic, GEO Magazine, The Guardian, BBC News, Vanity Fair, Paris Match and France TV. Driven
by a desire to inspire connection with the planet’s hidden beauty, Armand continues to explore remote
landscapes, using his camera to blend artistic expression with environmental storytelling.
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Oscar J. Barroso | Spain

Born on the Spanish Mediterranean coast, Oscar J. Barroso discovered his passion for photography in
the white villages of Andalusia. By eighteen, he was already freelancing, and in 2012, he became Head
of Press for the prominent H43 Team Nobby Talasur in the Spanish Speed Championship. Combining
his love for photography and motorsport, he founded AFP7 Photography and Press Agency, launching
a career that would take him to major sporting events like MotoGP, Formula 1 and top-tier football
across Europe.

Oscar’s photojournalism quickly gained recognition, earning awards and leading to impactful social
projects, including The Passion of Christ exhibition and the short film Navidad Adano, featuring young
cancer patients from the Adano Association.

Later, he founded Danto Press, an evolution of AFP7 and a partnership with Europa Press, creating
a broader platform for visual storytelling. During the COVID-19 pandemic, with sports on hold, he
turned his lens to the frontline crisis, capturing powerful images and stories that became the book
Covid-19: Mas alla de los limites, featuring over 100 interviews and photographs of everyday heroes.

Oscar has served as a judge for photography competitions including World Press Photo and has
lectured at Spanish universities and photography institutions. His extensive experience across elite
sports, including the Olympic Games, culminated in the release of his 2025 book Fotoperiodismo
Deportivo, a tribute to the power and precision of sports photojournalism.

Filip Hrebenda | Slovakia

Filip Hrebenda is a professional landscape photographer based in Slovakia, known for capturing the
raw beauty of some of the world’s most remote and extreme environments. Growing up in a small town
near the High Tatras, his passion for mountains and wilderness began early. From childhood, he sought
out uncommon landscapes, often venturing into harsh conditions to find unique perspectives - an
approach that continues to define his work today.

Driven by a desire to share the atmosphere and emotion of his experiences, Filip’s photography
immerses viewers in the beauty of untouched nature - places that are increasingly rare on Earth.
His dedication has taken him to mountaintops in freezing temperatures, polar regions battered by
wind and the toxic surroundings of active volcanoes. Through years of navigating these extremes, he
has learned to balance risk with creativity, pushing beyond the ordinary to reveal nature from fresh,
compelling angles.

Filip’s work has earned international acclaim, with features in major outlets such as CNN, BBC, National
Geographic, Forbes and The Guardian. His images have been exhibited globally, and he has received
numerous prestigious awards for his photography.

Since 2018, he has also led photo expeditions and workshops, sharing his expertise with aspiring
photographers. Whether standing in silence at a frozen summit or waiting for light to break through a
storm, Filip Hrebenda captures not just landscapes, but the spirit of the wild.
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Jaime Rojo | Spain

Jaime Rojo is a photographer and National Geographic Explorer whose work sits at the intersection
of visual storytelling, conservation and public engagement. With a deep passion for wild nature and
large-landscape connectivity, Jaime uses his camera as a tool to inspire environmental awareness and
advocate for the protection of endangered ecosystems.

Jaime’s recent projects reflect his mission, Andorra al natural showcases the untamed beauty of the
Pyrenees, while Saving the Monarchs, a National Geographic Magazine cover story, documents the
epic migration of monarch butterflies and the people striving to protect them. A Senior Fellow of the
International League of Conservation Photographers and a trustee of the WILD Foundation, Jaime
won the World Press Photo and Wildlife Photographer of the Year.

Muhammed Muheisen | Netherlands

Muhammed Muheisen is a world-renowned, two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning photographer and a
National Geographic Explorer and photojournalist. He is the founder and chairman of the Dutch non-
profit Everyday Refugees Foundation and serves as a Global Ambassador for both the Jordan Tourism
Board and Canon. In 2013, TIME Magazine named him Best Wire Photographer, and in 2023, he was
honoured with the National Geographic Wayfinder Award.

Since 2001, Muhammmed has documented pivotal global events across Asia, the Middle East, Europe,
Africa, and the United States, often focusing on regions affected by conflict, displacement, and human
suffering. Over the past 20 years, he has dedicated most of his work to chronicling the refugee crises,
providing a robust and compassionate lens into the lives of those displaced by war and poverty. Most
recently, Muhammmed’s life and achievements were featured in a National Geographic documentary
series. His episode, Muhammmed Muheisen: Finding the Light is currently streaming on Disney+ and
National Geographic channels.
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Dennis Schmelz | Germany

Dennis Schmelz (36) is not just a content creator - he’s a visual artist whose photography and
filmmaking reflect a deep passion for nature and storytelling. Driven by a love for the wild and remote,
Dennis travels to the farthest reaches of the planet, capturing powerful images that evoke both awe
and emotion. His breathtaking photos of Antarctica, which he describes as the "end of the world”, are
a testament to his ability to turn natural beauty into moving visual narratives.

His work has earned global recognition, including the display of his NFTs on the towering screens of
Times Square - an unforgettable milestone. A multi-talented creator, Dennis has released three sold-
out photo calendars and is currently working on a photo book that channels the cinematic quality of his
films into still images, he also won for Best Travel Film at the Cannes World Film Festival.
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PAST HIPA JUDGES

First Season 2012 - Love of the Earth
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Egypt South Africa United Kingdom United Kingdom United Kingdom United Kingdom South Africa Malta
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MARTIN GRAHAME-DUNN NICK SMITH RICCARDO BUSI ROMAIN NERO STU WILLIAMSON SYED JAVAID KAZI TERRY JEAVONS WILLY BORGFELDT
United Kingdom United Kingdom Italy Luxembourg United Kingdom Pakistan United Kingdom Germany

Second Season 2013 - Beauty of Light
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BARRIE WILKINS CAROLINE METCALFE JOE SMITH MARTIN GRAHAME-DUNN RICCARDO BUSI
South Africa United Kingdom Malta United Kingdom Italy

Third Season 2014 - Creating the Future
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RICCARDO BUSI SANAT SHODHAN SUSAN BARAZ TOM ANG WALEED QADOURA
Italy India United States of America United Kingdom Spain

More information on past HIPA judges can be found on www.hipa.ae
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Fourth Season 2015 - Life in Colour
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METZAKIS MANOLIS RICCARDO BUSI TOM ANG VOLKER FRENZEL
Greece Italy United Kingdom Germany

Fifth Season 2016 - Happiness
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DAVID MAITLAND ERANS LANTING MAGGIE STEBER MICHAEL LOHMANN MICHAEL PRITCHARD
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Sixth Season 2017 - The Challenge
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